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A H £ observations of Dr. Johnsoti^ on the t'oetry of 
Milton, ^* That it perpHually exttdses the mmory or ihi 
fancy" n)iglU with truth be applied to this admired part 
of the kingdom, — for when the mind ceases to be inte- 
rested by the historical recollections which the numer- 
ous Castles and Abbies* on the banks of the river, are 
continually exciting,— the eye is immediately delighted 
with the beautiful scenery, which every where presents 
itself, during the course of this amusing excursion. 

Whether it be owing to the unsettled state of affairs . 
00 th^ Contiaenti which has rendered travelling, if not 
un^fe^ ftt lesilfit disagreeablie,-*-M>r to that well-founded 
curio^tyf which excites the Man of Observation to 
SMu^vey its attractionsi-r^c^rtain it i$ that Monmouthshire 
h^iB^ in the course of the last four or five yd&rs, been 
hiSNXHiiml with a very large share of Public Notice. 

It would be an act of injustice to with-hold fjrqta Mr» 
Gilpija his diie share of praise ; for without doubjt, the 
publication of his ** Observations on PiptHr^aue 6eai)« 
ty^ have greatly increased the general desire for view- 
ing the' scenes his pen so charmingly describes* 5e* 
fore that appeared, there was no work which delineat^edp ' 
in like manner^ the whoje of tjie Excursion from lipjss 
to Chepstow^ though Mr. Whe^tley had givei^ ^ de- 
scription of some of the principal features in the <^purjSi9 
of the voyage* 

That 



PREFACE. 

That a River like the Wye, * whose course is manked 
by a " perpetual succession of inexpressible beauties/*' 
and adornedv for the space of more than an hundred 
tniles, with towns, villages, castles^ abbies, and the' 
most captivditing landscapes^ should have called forth 
the exertions of his pen and penciUv we by no means 
wonder at; for the scenery which he delineates, was 
peculiarly calculated for the display of bis admirable 
talents-. 

Mf. Gray (whose tiartie will ever be dear to the 
lovers of English Poetry), has left his tribute of praise 
on this pleasing Excursion, in the following Letter ta 
his Friend Mr. Mason^ dated the 24th of May 177 1 s 

•* My last summer's tour was through Worcestershire; 
Glocestershire, Monmouthshire, Herefordshire^ and 
Shropshire^ five of the most beautiful counties in the 
kingdom. The very principal light, and capital feature 
of my journey, was the River WVE, which I descended 
in a boat^ for near forty miles,* {torn Ross to Chepsi(Wp 
Its banks are a succession of nameless beauties. One, 
out of many, you may see not ill-described by Mr* 
Wheatley. He has also touched on two others, Tiniern 
AKey and Fersfeld, both of them famous scenes, and both 
on the Wye. Monmouth^ a town 1 never heard men- 
tioned^ lies on the same river j in a vale, that is the 
delight of my eyes, and the very seat of pleasure. The 
vale of Abergavenny ; ftagland and Chepstow Castle$t 
Ludlow, Malvern Hill^ &c. were the regt of my acquis 
«itions." 

. Tot 



PREFACE; 

For the iiUrusion of this publication, after whftthiul 
been done, I presume to offer a few words iu ils de- 
fence. Encouraged, by the facility of QommunicHtiou 
which I hold with the Public, by means of my Press, 
and my business, as a Bookseller, introducing me to 
many estimable characters iu the Summer seVison, I 
printed, in the year 1795, somq accounts of the river 
Wye, which I int€.ided prefaciui? wjth ** Notices of the 
MAN of KOSS," whose chiuoctef and family connex- 
ions were then but little known, beyopd tho pUce of 
Jiis n^tivitjr. Tl)e cojmmunications of Mrs. Clarke, 
\Irs, Pro3ser, and William Oobbs, giving me the hap^ 
piest /Assurance of mectingf with other valuable materials, 
{directed my ;attention to Goodrich Castle, Courtficld, 
^nd New Wear, as well as to other places of public 
interest, ii) the course of the voyaj^e. How far I have 
succeeded in thesfi efforts, is left to the unbiassed judg- 
picnt of tjie Header, 

Tlie Memoirs of John Kyrle, esq. ^were snatched in a 
happy moment from the objivious grasp of Time, — all 
my informants having since retired to the silent tomb; 
^nd jio ii)dlvi4u^l is now living, who possesses the least 
knowledge either of his person or his manners ; neither 
were the Public before acquainted with the Pedigree of 
Ibis Family. 

Alike little known was Courtficld, even though im^ 
Qiortali^ed for having been the Nursery of King Henry 
the FifUi. Who can view such a spot, without feeling 
their minds warmed, from contemplating the virtues of 
that magnanimous Prince ?*— he, who with a handful of 

hii 



PREFACE. 

his countrymen, subdued thekingdom of France, And 
forced the weak and pusilanimous Charles to yield him 
up his title of King, and accept of Peace on such terms 
98 he should chuse to offer ! Such ' a mansion wa« 
worthy of being kept in repair, at the public expence, 
as a testimony of the Nation's Gratitude, to the Memory 
of such an illustrious Sovereign. 

The Notices of the Swift Family, at Goodrich, must 
interest the feelings of every generous heart. The total 
neglect of the eminently honest Vicar of this parish, 
tarnishes ^n a high degree the memory of the restored 
Monarch; but, alas, gratitude to his father's adherents, 
formed no part of Charles the Second's character. ' 

The account of the gigantic Skeleton found in Daward^ 
is a circumstance which will afford amusement. Human 
thigh bones, equal in size to those here mentioned, are 
to be seen in the Ashmolean Museum, in Oxford ; — a 
positive proof that men of such uncommon stature have 
existed^ in some period of the world. 

The settlement of New Wear, as an Iron Manufac- 
tory, was known but to very few people >— it is now 
ascertained, and by a descendant of the founder of the 
place. 

That part of my work, which describes the Churches 
on the banks of the Wye, with the Notices of the Dead 
mterred in them, apjTears to have the least claim on the- 
reader's attention. Wholly uninteresting I hope they 
will not prove, as they serve to illustrate family con- 
nexions; besides, in county histories, monumental 

f^mains have always obtained a distmguidied;rank. 

Nor 



PREFACE. 

Nor is the insertipn without its MORAL, which ^ould 
be the grand aim of all writings. Whether we enter a 
Church as the sacred Temple of the Almighty, stt apart 
for his most solemn worship; whether we view k, as 
the Asylum, the '* House for all Living," to which 
we must all sooner or later retire;-r-or whether, with 
a philosophic mind, we hope to b6 animated, by con* 
templating the tombs of the virtuous, to imitate their 
exannple, and obtain the grateful reward of posterity^-*^ 
avoiding the execration of mankind, by shunning tlier 
paths of the vicious ; — all serve to exercise our rational 
faculties, and to ^^ advance us in the scale of thinking 
beings." 

Even cariosity is attracted by an degaat or ancient 
diurch. No traveller of taste, who had ieisure, woukl 
pass thro' Marde, without inspecting the.tomi) of Sir 
John Kyrle and his Lady. Wbitt ideas do iSbe effigy of 
Lord Mortimer excite, in the mind of the Htsti^tiian^ if 
it represents a Mortimer^ and that there is no doubt of, 
for Marcle formed a part of his possessions, A Baron 
of Wigmore, whose ancestors awed the Sovereign pf the 
day, is now content to occupy the small spuce of a pew^ 
ti one of his former parish churches ! Many parts of 
the Rudhall monuments in Koss Church, possess a great 
degree of beauty, sufficient indeed to claim the traveller's 
notice^ if respect to the Man of Ross's memory did not 
lead him into iU The undecided figure in the smiaU 
Churck of Welch Bicknor, will exercise recollection ia 
history, as the political conduct of the Lady's Husband^ 
and his subsequent death, i]i jconsequence of it, forms 

a very 



FREPACE, 

a vepjr interesting circumstance in the ^nnais of thig 
{kingdom; 

To this undertaking I was not invited by the- profits 
that were likely to result from my labours. It employ -f 
ed a large portion of time, which other pursuits at 
jbome would better have rewarded my assiduity ; but^ 
dierishing an enthusiastic love for antiquarian research^ 
though my talents are very inadequate to the pursuit, 
pecuniary motives were but of secondary consideration. 

Miich I owe to the memory of those departed friends^ 
yrl^ose pommunipations have increased the v^Iue of my 
collections. Language would but ill express the zeal 
exerted by many, to obtain for me the best authority 
on such sul^ectis' as claimed my notice; which they 
afterwards communicated with the most disinterested 
good wishes. My reception at the HilJ, was perfectly 
in unison with that urbanity of manners which marked 
Mrs. Clarke's character; nor are other families' less 
4ese]:ving of an equal- share of my respectful thanks. 

The friendship of the late Rev. Dr. Griffin, demands 
my grateful acknowledgments. In all my visits to 
Hadnock, I was received and entertained with the 
kindness of a Father ; s^nd as. I proceeded with this and 
other parts of the tour, he often elucidated the subjects 
read to him ; which his accomplished mind, added to his 
knowledge of tha district, so fully enabled him to 
communicate; for the Doctor might, with great truth, 
be ranked among the most learned characters of the age 
in which he lived. 
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It rcmaihs for me now to express my obligations id 
the travellers in these' regions of' taste, for the patronage 
conferred by them on my collections. In thb neW 

£dition« I have' endeavoured to improve its interest, by 

» 

the insertion of such commuhications as have occured 
since the publiclition of a former Impression; and if|f 
hy my exertions^ I shidl have contributed to the plea« 
sure of this amusing exeursiout my wishes will reeeive 
their best reward. 

CHAHLES HEATH. 



INNS AT ROSS. 

the Swati^-^by Mr* Medhurst* 

Irheini) fof the Londoti and South Wale^ Mail Coach* 

The King's Head^ — hy Mrs. Howells* 

« 

[jk tk about Smi Carriages ate kept. ] 
Tlae George an4 Excise Office^ by Mr. Ppttaf . 



Parties, making the Excursion down the Wye, may bb 
provided with Pleasure Boats, at each of the above 
Houses ;—^cold Collation, the best Wines, and every 
other necessary Refreshment fof the Voyage. 



INNS AT MONMOUTH* 

The Beaufort Arms, — by Mr* Avery* 
The King's Head, by Mrs. Edwards. 
The Crown and Thistle, by Mr. Barlow. 
[At the above hns Carriages are also kept. ] 

Boats,*-cold Collation, Wines, &c. 
Provided for Parties, the same as at Ross* 

The Angel, by Mr. Williams. 
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THE RIDE FIIOM ROSS TO MONMOU IH. 

TJie ro»d from ROSS to MONMOUTH being confidertd, by TrtvcHcM, as one of the 
moft beautiful RIDES in the kingdom, from the number of iotereiting objeAs. and 
fine VIEWS of the River and furroumlinf Country, — the following Breviary will 
point them out to the ftnoger, without inquiry, as they fueceOiveljr occur. 

Leaving Rol«,— ^e fine Bridge over the Wye «t WUtoa'. the Ciftle and Hamlet 

Mr. Kyrlc't Walki run parallel with the River for a Mile» at the end of which is the 
Summer Houae. 

Two Miles, on the left, the late Mrs. Clarke*s Houfe, how of Captain Evans. 

From two to three Mfles. — ^the VIEWS mentioned as worthy of Pouifin, the River, 
Country. Goodricli Caftle, Wallofd Church, — divine fcenery 

The Village of Penoreek. Between this and Goodrich, io the valley, on the right, 
ii the Rev. T. Swift's Houfe, called the New Houfe. 

Kour Miles,— Goodrich^ Catch a View of Coldwell Rocks, on the left. The 
towering Promontory, called Symond*s Yat, and Rocks at New Wear, now come in 
fight. The deCcent below the Crofs Keys, Newmean hill. Mrs. Powell's Houfe. 

On the oppofite fide of the River,— Hun tfholcn, Mr. Powles. 

At the bottom of the Hill,«^01d Forge, where I fuppofed the Iron Works were 
carried on, and in the adjoining fields the Cinders found. 

Six Miles,— The beautiful Village of Whitechurch. The Hills of Doward in front. 
The Summer Houfe, on the left emineaee, cbanning. 

Seven Miles, — On the left, Doward Houfe, the Ute Ctpt. Groves, now his Widow. 

In the Valley, on the rigfac,— >The Foit, Henry Barnes, efq. 

Geneau*T yw HUl.— beautiful Viejv'of Hadnock and the Wye. 

On the left,— The Lays Hpufe, Stephen Oakloy Attlay, Efq. 

The WYE now joins the Road, after being a truant Companion all the former part 
of the Ride. Charming Ride from hence to Momouth. In the Summer you are 
delighted on the way with-a ^horns a{ Birds, from the neighbouring Woods. 

On the right Bank, called ^ ipUi Chapel (iraai having been once a Catholic Chapel) 
a neat Bos, Mr. Edward litiqai, ^MonAoilth. 

On the left Bank,-a(nadbo«k lloufe, ^e lata Rev. Dr. Griffin, now the Refidencc 
ofhis much refpe&ed Lady. > . "^ ; . 

Nine Miles,— on the Hill, Newton, th^late George Grlj^n, £lq. (who died as foon 
aiitwas finilhed for his Receptio^- ^v^Mirk, Griffin. 

Adjaining the road, on the rlgh^.i^A neat Box, called the Curled Cat. from having 
formerly been a public house, arid the si^n a White Lion,=but called '* The CurltfC 
Cat," in compliment to the painter's TALawTs.— The residence of Mr. Willii, 
Oq the l«ft,«»Diitaa Church. 
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COJVTEJVTS^ 



THE WYE. 

On the Origin of the Excursioti.-i-Etymoldgy srA €ourse.-i':-iO*<^fapht<»l 
Description.— Its Navigation.— Its Otnatncnts.— Sdlof Hwcfiirdafcire.— 

Carious Fiihing Boat, <*alled a Tfiidrfe. 

ROSS. 

Brief Notices of the TOWN, and surrounding NEIGHBOURHOOD,— 

indu4ing Perryftone HiH. Ring's Capel aftd Tutup FeaA^^-^-Gradoc,— 

Marclc,— Wefton,— atid Wanor of Archettfield. - 

MAN OF ROiSa 

Containing a variety of curious Notices relating to that highly diftihguilh- 

cd Charatfter, frgip his Cradle to his Grave. 
Church Notes for ROSS, with an Account of the Monuments.— 
Mr. Walter Scott's Charity.— The late Mrs. Clarke'W House, at the HiU. 
Walford Court Houte atid Church.— Wilton Ci$t*e,fac. ' 

GOODRICH CASTLE, &c. 

Historical and Descriptive Accounts, including many curious particulars 

relating to that much admited Ruin.— Goodrich PrioFy, and Ghnroh.— 

Anecdotes of the 5wift Family.— DcsCrtptioti of ^ eini^tts Stiver <3u^iti^f 

presented to Goodrich Church, by Dean'S^fft. 

- COURT, FIEtD, 
The Nurfcf y of King Henry the FiftK— ^WdcH Bicknor Church, with the 

Monumctit, faid to be diar of the Countess of Salfebury,- his Nurse, 
COLDWELL ROCRS.<--Sad catastrophe ittciidiftg Mr. 'Wafrer}u«. 

WfllTEfcHURCH. 
DotvardHiHsatKi King Arthur's Hall.— tCurtou» particulars relating to the 

Gigantic Figure, Ibund m littleDo^ird. 

NEW WEAR. ' • 

Pi<^teiqoe DeTcniption.--- Settlement as an Iron Manufa<5^ory. 
Walk from thence to the Lays,— to Hadnock Hou8e»— 4q 4)ixloB»««»a)ld 

MONMOUTH. 



ON THE 

ORIGIJV OF 'THE EXCUMSIOJV 

DOWN THE WYE. 
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HEN the late Dr. John Egerton^ bishop of Durham^ 
first entered into holy orders, his father, who was bishop 

« 

of Hereford, and to whom the right of presentation 
beting'ed, on the 33d of December 1745, collated him to 
therectofy of Ross. Possessing an ample fortune by 

• • • 

inheritance, and being charmed with the country round 
his Living, he constantly made that' town the place of 
his abode; audit is a circumstance well known, that 
crowned as he was in the course of years* with the high- 
est 'ecd^a[sticai ' honors, * he continued his predilection 
for ^ R06S, ' and pasised'as much ofhis'timd theiS^, aslhe 
duties v>fht» other iitiportatit offices would alloiV him to 
detadh from them . 

Iti- all the several preferments he possessed, he was 
beloved,' admired, and respected; but at Ross, where he 
lived the longest, arid was the best known, his parishi- 
oners considered him not only as their Rettor, butf as 
their friend, their benefactor, and almost as their father ; 
and he had so endeared himself to them, that there was 
no possible *mark of genuine sorrow, public or private, 
with which' they did not, with an admiration almost 
eGdhusiastiC) do justice to his virtues, and mariifest their 
own gmtitude when he left them. 

A Con- 



ORIGIN OF THE VOYAGE 

Connected by birth, as well as by marriage, with the 
first families in the kingdom, — and the soci3bility of his 
disposition attracting a lairge circle of friends to his man^ 
sion,—- the town wa§ continually enlivened by parties of 
his relatives or acquaintttnce, which conferred a great 
advantage on the trading part of his parishioners. 

I. 

Under his auspices the Excur&ion was first founded^ 
which has since arisen to so much importance in the 
world of Fashion and Pleasure,— and we must not with- 
hold from the Honorable Prelate the title of " Father of 
" the Voyage down the ^ye." Soon after taking pos- 
session, of this his first benefice, he caused to be built a 
commodious Pleasure Boat^^for the purpoise of taking 
excursions on this river i and whenever any of his friends 
visited him in the summer, an excursion down the Wye 
formed always a part of their amusement* 

Time, which (as the moralist observes) ** concludes 
*^ all human pleasures," having called away the worthy 
Prelate to fill the See of DURHAM then vacant, the 
boat was moored on the bank of that river which it was 
first destined to navigate, — and the ship's crew commit* 
ted to that destiny, — ^the element of Fortune,-— which 
we are all^ more or less, forced to weather. 

For nearly thirty years did the Bishop continue a 
resident, — at the end of which period, the Wye seems 
to have first attracted the notice of Mr. GILPIN- 
For ME to speak of his ** Observations on Picturesque 
Beauty," which an Excursion down the Wye excited, 
would only be an intrusion on the better sense of the 
reader, since the world have given his Work their una- 
nimous 



DOWN THE WYE. 

nimous praise ( yet I cannot help noticing, tliat as a 
Clergyman first promoted the voyage, the Beauties and 
History of the River should be published by gentlemen 
wbe have embraced the Clerical Profession, — Mr. 
Gilpin and Mr. Shaw. 

For some years afterwards, a single boat was suflS- 
cient to convey the company down the Wye ; but since 
the pleasure of the excursion has been made known, 
and its scenery illustrated by the engraver, they have 
increased to the number of EIGHT, and more are some- 
times wanted, to accommodate the company. 



HS« 



ETYMOIiOGY . 

AND 

COURSE OF THE WYB, 



FROM AN OI.D MS. 



1 HE WYE IS called, in Welch, GwY [Goo-w] 
from Cau, that is, dad up^ it being very much impeded 
in its course by the hills« From GWY comes the Latin 
nan^ for it, Vaga, which if understood in its proper 
signification, i. e. ^ xaandiring, is certainly a name very 
well appropriated* It is never called *^ Wya.** 

Baderon, — called " William of Worcester," — ^in his 
** Itinerary,** gives tlie following description of the 
eourse of the Wye, with the Castles on its banks, and 
a few of the Noble Families that inhabited them-: 

•' Infonzif 



COURSE OF THE WYE. 

•* Information received from N, a person in the ser- 
** vice of the Duke pf Exeter, employed in his Ward- 
** robe, communicated ta me at Cambridge, January 
** 1st, 1475. This person is son of a gentleman in, 
** Hereford eest: 






Ci 
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NOTE, That the source of the Wye is in amofunr 
tain 10 miles beyond Brecknock, about 8 miles high 
on the higher part of the mountain on the north side, 
** and runs first by the town of Beele Castle, which be- 
longs to the Earl of Warwick, and is .6 miles from 
the spring. It then runs by Payn Castle, belonging 
to thlB Earl of Warwick, 7 miles from Beele Castle, 
and runs in a straight course to Hay Castle, which 
*^ is distant three miles from the Duke of Buckingham's 
Castle o£JEresley : it then pa3se$ by Maynton Castle, 
belonging to Lord Audley, 6 miles distant from Eres- 
ley Castle: it then runs to the King's Castle of 
Hereford, four miles distant from Maynton ; it then 
runs from Maynton Castle to Hereford, four miles r 
and from Herefprd Castle jt runs to Wykon [WSkon] 
Castle, eight mles ; and from. Wykon Gastle it runs 
^* to . Goodrich Castle, a distance of two miles ; and 
V from Goodriph Castle it cuns^ to .Monmouth Castle, 
*^ five ipiles distajat; and from Monmoutb Castle it 
runs by Tinteri^ Abbey, i^nd continues it^ coqpse to 
Chepstow Cs^^le, a space of sixteen Hii|e&^ ^aclfr^ni 
Chepstow Cattle it rm^ Xq the Rppk pf St. TjryywJe,* 
tV $ve miles djisitant^ c^rby water three miles, ftdi^mg^ 
^*^ ther9 'm\0 tbe gr/e»t river S^sv/entt Hb^ sauth hanks of 

•* which 
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COURSE OF THE WYE. 



" which belong to the counties of Somerset, DevoiK 
^^ and Cornwall, — on tlie northern bauios is Wales#** 



** Take physic, pomp !*'-^ftyr nothing can be mofrte 
humiliating to human vanity than the rec^lertibn, thiit 
o( all the noble families that resided in these iniansioti^ 
not one of their descendants occupy, or ^vett ^joy, 
their ancestors possessions: and their ^a^ttei^ exhibit 
only psiles of ruins, — ^n^any indeed rased to »the ground ; 
— WihiJe the oth^r part, the monastic orders* Art wholly 
annthiJated, and their temples beooose f he habitatioiis 
of the birds of the air^ 



• • • *m 



GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION 

. I • -Of . . ••...' 

TM'E WYEi ■ • •■ 
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A H £ Wye is the only river of which the equity of 
Hereford can boasts although the LUQG is sometiniQ|S» 
honored with that appellation by the natives. : 

The Wye rises from Plinlimmon hills, in Montgo- 
meryshire, and entering Radnorshire at Cefincoed, pass- 
eth thcP'* tljai. county, until it receives tlie ELAH^two 
miles below Rliaydergowy, From thence it separates 
the counties of Brecon and Radnoi: to Hay, a distance 
of thirty-three miles. Leaving Breconshire ^t Hay, and 
B.9daQrsbire at Rhydspence, two n^iles Jowe^f it enters 
Here;^OTdsl^e with slow but m;a^)e^}c pace.,. The Wyb 
^y«3ig stow travelled sixty miles f$pm itg spurce, is; 

strength- 



THE WYE. 

fltrcngthcfned and augmented to no small size, by the 
wealth which it has collected from a large district of hills 
and valleys on either side, whose numerous rivers and 
streams have united tq add to its importance, by con- 
signing to it at once their respective contents and their 
respective names. • 

The Wye moves slowly through this county by the 
city of Hereford and market town of Ross, until it 
reaches Giocestershire ; thea by Monmouth to Chep- 
^)OW, where it joins the SEVERN Sea, — disdaining to 
resign its contents ^o any other stream. . 

The Wye is neither beneficial or hurtful to the agri- 
culture of thii county in any ccpsiderable degree. To 
the city of Hereford and its vicinity it is of service, as 
coal and other heavy articles are brought therefrom the 
Forest of Dean, and Bristol. It also enables the inha- 
bitants to send cider, bark, timber, &c. back by the 
ssme conveyance to the Severn. Even the counties of 
Brecon and Radnor derive some little benefit from the 
Wye, as it is, in floods, navigable six miles above the 
Hay. 



ta 



ON THE NAVIGATION 

OF 

THE WYE, 

Many attempts have been made to render the rivers 
Wye and Lugg navigable, as well for the sake of bring- 
ing up different articles from Bristol, &c« at a small 

expence. 



THE WYE. 

expence, as of finding a more easy and advantageoitt 
sale for the natural productions of the County* Accord^ 
ingly an Act of Parliament was passed in 14th of Charles 
11. impowering Sir William Sandys, Knt. Windsor 
Sandys, Esq. and Henry Sandys, their heiris and assigns^ 
to make them navigable. In consequence of this first 
act, some slight and feeble exertions were made towards 
rendering Wye navigable, but Lugg still remained in 
its pristine state. Another act was therefore passed in 
the 7th of William III. by which, all the powers^ pri^ 
vileges, benefits, and advantages, were vested in the 
hands of trustees ; but no provision having been made 
by this last act,* for filling up the number of trustees 
when vacancies happened by death, or removal, a third 
act was passed, remedying that deficiency. At the 
time this act was passed, it appears that there was the 
sum of i8,oool. already raised to facilitate the naviga- 
tion of these rivers, but notwithstanding various at- 
tempts have since been made, they still continue too 
rapid and unmanageble for the purposes of any regular 
commercial intercouse. The capricious and headlong 
current of the Wye, seems indeed to bid defiance to 
every effort of controul ; yet it is in its present unim- 
proved state, very beneficial to the County in general. 
Most of the coal, consumed in Hereford and its neigh- 

* Bf thit Ad, money it to be levied on the connty of Herefordt, to make the riven 
WYE and LUGG navigable. The turn not to exceed 337I. 41. sd, per month. 
County and City, and the boroush of X.eominfter, to be astesaed 45*61. I3«. a year, as 
the Cpmmiuionen shall direA. The Custos Rotuloram of the county of Herefoid to 
have an account of monies disbursed. Monthly sum to continue from s^th of June 
1696, to S4th June 1700. Trustees may borrow i6,oool. at 4U per cent. Earl of 
Kent to keep a lock at or near New Wear. Ten yards of New Wear to be taken 
twelve inches lower than the lowest part thereof. 

bourhood. 
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bomiiood, k brought' up in barges after a swdl of the 
riwer* Various other heavy articlesi, sudias grocery, 
wmes^ spirituous Irqiiors, &g. are convey ed at^ a much 
wrienrate than by land- cairriage. It is but justice bow<. 
e^er to akmerwe^ that the narigatton <rf this river is ex- 
tremely difficult^aDd eren imppaoticrf)k at some sea- 
«>tts» owing partly, to its numerous shoals, and partly 
to deficicacy ot water^ which is frequently experienced 
in t\m hot summers months^ as well as during the seve- 
rity of winter froste. 



wasE 
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fl^QM Wlfi^CE.THE WYE DERIVES SUCH FIGTURESQdE 

aEAVTY. 
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CENERY 'of such inimitable beauty (says the intel- 
ligent Mf. SttAW), as that viewed down the rivet Wye, 
which is unquestionably UNIQUE, naturally requires 
a, minute detail of its constituent parts: — these have 
b^en minutely defined by. that celebrated comparer of 
natural and artificial landscape, Mr. GiLPlN, in his 
tottT down this river in 1 7 70 j a recapitulation of' which 
we here deem necessary. 

TbQ,,bQ^ty/ of these scenes arises chielly from two « 
circuttfetances— the lofty banks of the river, and its ma^y 
course. From these two circumstanceSf the views it' 

exhibits 



ORNAMENTS OP THE WYE; 

exhibits are of the most beautiful kind of perspective t 
free from the formality of lines* 

Every view on a river^ thus circumstanced^ is com^ 
posed of four grand parts} the. area, which istherivef 
itself J the two side screen?, which are the opposite 
batiks, and mark the perspective; afid the front screeui 
which points out the winding of the river. 

If the Wye ran, like a Dutch cana], between parallel 
banksi there could be no front screen : the two side 
screens, in that situation, would lengthen to a point* 

The views on the Wye^ though composed only of 
these simple parts, are yet infinitely varied* Tliey are 
varied, first, by the contrast of the screens* Sometimes 
one of slde-^screens is elevated ,* sometimes the other { 
and sometimes the front. Or both the side-screens niay 
be lofty, and the front either high or low* 

Again, they are varied by the folding of the side-* 
screens over each other i arid hiding more or less of the 
front. When none of the front is discovered, the fold- 
ing-side either winds round, like an au^phitheatre, or it 
becomes a long reach of perspective* These simple 
variations admit still farther variety from' becoming 
complex. One of the sides may be compounded of 
various parts, while the other remains simple; or 
both may be compounded, and the front simple; or the 
front. aloile may be compounded. 

Besides these sources of vajiety^. there are other clr- 
cumstances, which, under the name of ornauients^ stiU' 

B farther 



ORNAMfeNTS OF THE WYE. 

fiirther increase them. The ortifni^tits of the Wye ttiajr 
be ranged under four heads-aground— -wbod-H-odcs — ► 
and }>uildmgs. The grounfl of which the banks of the 
Wye consist, afford^ every variety, which ground is 
capable of receivings from the steepest precipice to the 
flatt^f n^e^dow. This variety appears in thq line form-* 
ed by the summits of llie banks; in the swellings and 
excavations of their declivities, and in the unequal sur- 
feces of the lower grounds. In mtoy places also the 
Ifround is broken » tviiich adds new sotirces of variety^ 
The colour too of the broken soil is a great source of 
yariety,-r-the yellow or the red oaker, the ashy grey* 
the blade earth, or the marley blue. And the inter- 
mixtures of these with ^ach other, and with patches of 
verdure, blooming heath, and other vegeti^hle tints, 
still increase that variety. 



The next great oriimneot Ob the t^ao^S; ^f tbe Wye^ 
ar^ its woods. The wood? themselves posses^ little 
beauty, and less grandeur; yet, when we consider them 
as the ornamental, not as the essential, parts of a scene, 
the eye must not examiiie theiti^ with exadttiess, ba» 
comipound for a general effect. 

# 

The chief deficiency, in point of wood,, is of large 
\veep, ott the ^dge of the water ; which, clumped here 
and tbere, would diversify the hilk, ^s the eye passes 
tbeiQi; and remove that heaviness, which always, in 
some degree (tho* here as little as any where) arises 
from the continuity of ground. But trees immediately 
cm the feregTOund cannot be suffered in tlleae secties, 
as they would obstruct the navigatdoi^ of the meiiw 

The 
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The HOCKS, which are contitiualljr starting througU 
the woods, produce another omameut ou the htarks of 
the Wy^4 The rock, as all otlier objectai thoagl^ more 
tlmn all^ receives its chief beauty from contrast. Seniitt. 
objecta are beautiful in themselves. The eye is pleased 
with the tuftings of a tree ; it is amused with pursuiiig 
the eddying stream ; or it rests with delight on the shat- 
tered arches of a Gothic ruin* Such objects, independ- 
ent of composition, are beautiful in themsdves. But 
the rock, bleak, naked, and unadorned, seetns scarcely 
16 deserve a phce among them« Tint it with mosses, 
and lychetis of various hues, and you give it a degree 
of beauty. Adorn it with shrubs and hanging lierbage^ 
atid yoil still make it mpre picturesque. Cootieet it 
with ulrbod, and water, and broken ground, and you 
make it lii the highest degree Interesting. Its colour 
and its foriti are so accommddKting, that it generally 
bleJttds into^one of the most beatrtifbl api^endages of 
l^Udscap^. 

Different kinds of rocks have different degrees of 
beauty. Those on the Wye, which are of a greyisl^ 
Colour, are, ip general, simple and grand; rarely 
formal, or fantastic. Sometimes th^ projept in those 
beautiful s(juare ^lasses, yet brol^^p and shattered i(i 
6very line, which is characteristic of the most n[iajestic 
species of rocL &)metiDtles they slant obliquely from 
fte? eye M shelving diagoflal strata ; and sometrrtiAs^ (hey 
tppmt in laf^ itt^Kss^ ef sffidoth slone, detacK^ froiA 
aftch Mh«r, ai^ h^f buried iti the soil, Koc&s df thti^ 
laM kind ^»e ih€ jAost Ittthphh, and ih^ hBSt pic^- 

The 



NAMENTS OP THE WYE. 

The various BUILDINGS which arise e\:cry where on 
the banks of the Wye, form the last of its ornaments ; — 
abbeys, castles, villages, spires, forges; mills« and 
bridges. One or other of these venerable vestiges of 
past, or cheerful habitations of present tiines, chan^Cc- 
teri?? 9ln?Qst ever^ sceqe. 



A circumstance equally interesting, though not no* 
ticed by this writer, is, *^ the endless variety of the 
^* current;** He calls it, .** a solemn, parading stream,*' 
but that will only apply to ** a few of its reaches." 
This beauty appears in almost every turn of the river, 
1 — here, deep, mj»|estic, slow;— there^ huddling an.4 
brawling over a wide expanse of pebbles ;— rand now 
agaiui foamine over ragged strata of projecting rocks, 
pr eddying rpupd the hugp fragments th^ liave fallen 
from the neighbouring heights, In dry weather, this 
interesting river shrinks ip nriany places tp a coqjpara- 
tive rivulet; and the pensive wanderer, who saunteri^ 
by its side, adnjiring, through its transparent stream, 
the successive strata of sand, of gravel, ^nd ef rock, 
over which it flows, has his ear regaled, in a ftw hun- 
dred prices, with all the varieties pf plaintive sound, 
from the faintest murmijrings to th§ sullen roar. 

. At other, times, it will suddenly swell to a boi|»terou« 
and overwhelming sea, rising m^y feet in a short ^pace^ 
$Yffeiping every thing before it, overwhelming the valr 
Jias wherever it finds, an opening between the hills, an4 
^xhibitipg ope pontinued scene of terrible grandeur, 

Tbese 



ORNAMENTS OF THE WYE. 

Tliese circumstances produce a charm so independent 
of those accidents and minuter beauties, . whidh consti- 
tute the attraction of less majestic, scenes, that you 
miglit even fell every tree, and extenninatfe etery shrub, 
without destroying the sublimity, or even the beauty of 
the scene : for the river and the hills would still remain, 
the solid featin»es of the landscape would be yet unal* 
tered; and,, like the mere sketches and outlines of a 
superior master, would command the admiratiou of eve- 
ry judicious. This being the case, it will be readily 
concluded, that in every season of the year, the Wye 
and the surrounding country have their appropriate 
charms. 



. THE SOIL OF HEREFORDSHIRE 
Is very different, and the difference often becomes strik- 
ing in the space of a few yards Only : t*rom a strong 
clayey to the kindly sandy mould : yet all are rich, 
productive, and wonderfully adapted by nature for the 
nourishment of the different species of vegetables which 
she had destined to become the tenants of these different 
species of soils» 

Cydek forms a very extensive branch of the wealth 
of this county^ This, however, is an article upon which 
the farmer does not lay any considerable stress; for 
even when a hit does take place, there are a number 
of avenues, besides the farmer's pocketts, with gaping 
mouths, ready to swallow the productions of his bloom- 
ing orchards. This forms, at best, but a precarious 
property^ upon which prudence forbids any material 
dependence to be laid. 
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or THE eORtOUS AND ANCIENT 



FJSHINQ BOAT 

USED ON THS RXV£R WYE, CALLED 

A TB1JCKJLJE. 



JL O the stranger, i/eho has not before seen it, the 
curious fishing boat, made use of on this river, with 
the skill exerted in its nsanagement, may afford some 
amusement. 

The natives of Hereford and Monmouth shires call it 
a thoracle, or truckle i**^in some places it is calM t 
coblOt from the I^atm corbula, a little basket. It i$ a 
basket shaped like the half of a walnut $heU« but 9hal* 
lower in propenrtion, and oovercid on the outside with 
abqrse'f bide [or canvasa]. It has a bench in the mid^ 
dto» imd will jofit hold one peiion ; and is so lights that 
the countrymen will hang it on their heads like a hood^ 
and so travel with a small paddle (which serves ibr a 
fitick), till they come to the river, and then they launch 
it, and step in. There is great difficulty in getting 
into one of these truckles^-*— for the inntant you touch it 
with your hoK it flies from, you ; and when you are 
in^ the least inclination of the body oversets it. It is 
Tery diverting to see bow upright a man is forced to sit 
in these vessels ; and to xoeuik with wh^ state and so* 
lemttity he draws up the stone which serves ibr m 

anchor 



ANCIENT FISHING BOAT. 
tochor, when ht would remove, atid kts it damk 

Mr. Gilpin has related the following storjr : — " An 
adventurous fellow, for a wager, once navigated H 
coricle as far as the isle of Lundy, at the mouth of the 
Bristol channel. A full fortnight, or more, he spent in 
this dangerous voyage ; and it was happy for him that 
it was a fortnight of serene weather ii Many a current, 
and many a eddy ; many a flowing tide, and many a 
ebbiDg owe, afforded hi^k occasion to 9t»it lU 1m akill 
and dexterity. Sometimes fans littk bark w» csHrriod te 
to leeward, and sMUetiiaies a» iaur to windwwd^ Imtstiii 
hi^recoYimd tm course, ptr»ever«ii ki Ui m^iiMittamg^ 
mid at length bappily alchieted it. When far retomed 
home, r^ort si^, the accMittt of hi^ tepeditN^ imi 
tec^vtA like a i»oyage round the w^r)d«^ 

On reading the above story^ I thought It a circnm- 
sxaiiC/e* ^oc9ctwtuis^ mfTeswivQcwin f****€NMii^ npevs 9 TffiwceiRHHHt 
of the person who made the voyage, I obtained the 
following information : — ^The man's name was LUKE 
Hughes ; lived at triLtO>)V Heat Eoss ; and belonged 
to tib^ tcsieb fhat traded between Ihafc plaee4ind Bris- 
tol.* He did not pevferm the voyage for a wager, but» 
as a frolic, attended the vessel to Bristol, keeping with- 
in re$u:h of her assistance the whole time, in case of 
accident. When he made King Road, a ship of ^MV 

* Ctandfath«r of the late Mr. Jamet Rnghet* of thi Bear Tavern, Wilton, and the 
first proprietor df jAjr IbOt^ on rtft^dvef Ht ttiat pl96t, mU b H ^t A tor tt^dilirpUiw. 
P«MI« ThO'OlAtHUiMidpiMUtaiitittiKb'fttitlftl fH«M»tiar»f hit.lEovAoiv whklibe 
retained amonf tdLfapen* — but^ I am sorry to remark, lie. had not betnablc to find it, 
^en this ih^eet wAi firrtput to pre^s, — ;Aid he U now dead* 

or 
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ortender* then: lying at anchor^ supposing Uie corici© 
to be something drifting on the water, put out their 
great boat, when to their surprise they found it our 
hero in his truckle. Astgnishcd at his skill and reso- 
lution, they took him on board their ship, vvhere they 
made him merry, and at. flood tide attended him with 
their barge to the mouth of Bristol river, when they 
parted company, having placed him under the protec- 
tion of the vessel with which he left Wilton, 

• « 

Speaking further on the subject to a friend, whose 
knowledge enabled him to give, a just opinion of such 
an undertaking,-— >he informed me, that, in the summer 
season,' when thie.welatherwas fine and calm, many men 
were to be found iii Mbnmoutb, -vrho would, if neces- 
sity urg^l it, for the value of a guinea, as cheerfully, 
navigate a truckle as they would steer a barge into 
Bristol river. 

i * , 

% 
BRIEF NOTICES OF 

MOSS, 

FROM WHENCE THE EXCURSION DOWN THE WYK 

COMMENCES* 



JL HOUGQ the upper part of the Wye affords much 
pleasing scenery, it is from Ross that the Excursion 
commences. Boats lightly constructed, which are used 
either with or without a sail^ and navigated by three 

men. 



tlOSS. 

men^ ftare kept itt constant readifiefi^ tt reqairte \>xxt 
iittle e^tiAiioii to proceed ddwti the lirer^ when the wind 
k not contrary to the cilrreiit i but^ as its stream is only 
influenced by the tide about ten miles above ChepstoWi 
It calls forth soite force to dra^^ it back the Iwnfilinder ot 
the way ; obstructed as it is by ri^nd &Ust trearsy kfis 
in many places* 

THE PRICE Ot A BOAt* 

t'rom Ross to Monmouth, is one guinea and a half j*-^ 
from Ross to Chepstow^ three guineas i — beside protnAimt 
f(k the Boatmen t which may be allowed for, or found by 
the cotripatiy, as is most agreeable to the party^ 

The author of *• British Antiquities^ observes^ " This 
town is buitt in the form of a Ckos^, — the length o£ 
each* line o( houses being about four furiongs*** The 
bordugh sent llepresenfatives to Pariiament 33d of Ed* 
ivAtd in. 11360]; i^ince which time (as far as 1 have 
fenhd)^ they have discontinued. Mr. Hiirs MS, 

ROSS 

ts thus described in the ^^ Md^ Britannia ; — Camdeit {Qibs(m*s 

ef&iott/^ stdteely mentioning it t 

** RossE* a marl^et and a free borough town^ so 
•* made by King Henry the Thirds in Greytree hun* 
*' df e(^» It is a well-builf^ populous^ and welt-frequent- 
*' M town^ by reason of its markets on Thursdaya?^ 
which is plentifully stored with cattle arid* othei! pro- 
visions^ weekly* and four i^irs yearly, on Ascension* 
"^ day^ Corpus Chrii^i) St. Margarine Jofy so^ mA '9ti 
'' Andvom. It consists of two dtfeetSf ^Ms'ffil^- kmiti 

-e ' ** other. 
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6ther» foiir furlongs in length a piece, containing 
about 300 houses; Mr. Camden says, 'twas in his 
** time noted for smiths ; but if so, there is no appear- 
^^ ance of it, tiiere being no more of that trade than in 
•V other towtis/ At the West end of this town there is 
\* a fine broad causeway lately raised. Over against 
*• Rosse is Wilton, in Wormlow hundred, a very an- 
cient Castte of the GREYS, from whom so many 
illustrious persons have descended." 

The town is situated On the declivity of a hill ; and, 
when viewed from the westward, occupies a bold and 
commanding eminence, at whose feet the river Wye 

flows, in the most beautiful meandering manner. 

» 

, It is distant from Glocester eastward 16 miles. Here- 
ford westward 1 3 miles, Ledbury northward 1 3 miles, 
Monniouth soutliward 10 miles, — and through it pass 
daily the London mail and other coaches,, being the 
high road to all parts of North and South Wales^ and 
Ireland ; which add to the place a great degree of cheer- 
fulness at all seasons of the year. 

But, what MOiiE particularly marks it, is, being: the 
birth-place and residence of . 

JOHN KYRLE, Esq * . 

Whom Mr. PoPE has rendered immortal, by a pane-. 
gyric on his character, in his " Epistle to Lord Ba- 
thurst, on the Use of Riches," under the Character of 

, " THE MAN OF ROSS." 

l»4ei!«8tingi , memoirs of whose Life, from the most 
iMiilheBAk i^urces, will be found in succeeding pages. 



THE COUNTRY 

RO UJVJD ROSS. 






JL O the stranger of taste, who has lefsure, I kno\ir not 
of a more pleasant e?vCursion, for the morning part of a 
day, than a visit to Perrystone Hill, and from thence 
to Marcle, — whicli will present to him one of the finest 
views in this part of the kin^ohu 

On leaving Ross, we pursue the Ledbury (a fine 
turnpike) road« for four miles, till we arrive at the Old 
Goar Iiin,* at the foot of the hill, where the traveller 
will alight, — and ascend the higher ground by the 
pleasant foot path that rttns parallel with the carriage 
way below. 

PERRYSTONE HILL, 

Is an eminence, rising in the centre of a lovely vale, 
encirded by a eonti|iued range of mountains, inclosing 
portions of the counties of Worcester, Hereford^^Glo-^ 
cester, Mqnmouth, and South Wales ; presenting, when 
united, such rich and varied scenery, that language; 
may be said to be inadequate to describe its beauties iu 
their just colours. 

* Kept by Mrs. BIRD* where comptnjr w|ll meet with neat aceommodat{oiii,— wiov« 

, ' « ■ ■ • * 

Md Qthcx Uquort,— added to the moit reipeAfol attentioo aod civility. 
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COUNTRY ROUND ROSS. 

Looking towards Worce^enhire, tlie v^le of I-<edbiify 
displays itself| rich in all the productions of Nature, 
'i — ^tenninated by the lofty range of Malvern hHls, which 
io happily bound the horizon ;— r-turning to the right, 
the same richly varied vale spreads itself before us,— its 
distance fiontroU^ by the firry eminence of May Hill| 
,with the umbrageous Penyardi and, continuing th^ 
view, the church and spire of Ross arc beautiful objects 
near us ; while, as we still carry the eye roiind the pro$<« 
pect, the meandring pourse of the Wye, which i? seen 
in five different points, playing throiigh tlie luxuriant 
parishes of Fown Hope, King's and How Capel, Foy, 
8ellick, &q. enraptures the mind, as it contemplates 
this truly engaging landscs^i^e^ 

• The view from this eminence indudes a distance of 
(ibotit twelve miles from any of its aspects, — and the 
whole is so abundant in every necessary for the c<niifort 
of lifb, that it may vie, cither in point of beauty, rich* 
Hess, or fertility, with any part, of equal es^finti of th^ 



This shore of th'e Wye rtmnitig paraHd with Pettyt 
ftone hill, is formed by the f^ile parishes of How and 
Kin^fs Capel, which we suppose once added to Ae 
possefl^ons of the Essex familyv from bearinj^ that 
l^ohleinaifs simame for their second appellatives. 

Adjoining the Church of King^s Capd, separated from 
ft only b^ 1^ pul^p fond, T$ a tonipd q^omnl of eaith, 



COyNTRY ROUND KOS». 

, CAPEL TUMP,» 

Which, for foany veam pa$t, has be#ii tfie M9M oS 
mirthfoi gai0i:j, in the WbitBun-wMk, for ^1 t\m wr-« 
rounding iK'jghhuurho<Kl,-^distinguished by the vtrjr 
proper name of ** CapeUrump Feast," 

The top of the rise has been sunk about three fe^ 
and the inside wahed in with brick, to secure the 0ott 
from &Jling, inclosing a circle of about it yarc^ in 
diameter. In the centre was a noble beech tree* which 
had grown to such a size, as to cover the circumference 
with its protecting shade. Here the company wer^ 
used to assemble, the ground being rolled and laid down 
with as much care as the floor of a roomi and enjoy the 
pleasures of the mazy da,nce, which was kept up with 
great spirit the whole of each succeeding afternoon IQ 
that week* The Orpheuses were placed on a pleasant 
seat in the tree, erected on purpose lor their accommo- 

dation, ^ 

The inhabitants around were 'used to invite all their 
friMili on the netorn <^ this viiiage festival ; and such 
was the number ef respectable characters assembted, 
that, an acquaintance told me, four waggons were iltei 
up to convey the blooming fair (beauteous to the appte 
blossoms of their im^ive county)) who were escorted td 
K^i^g'a Ci^pe?U by ?5 gentlemen on horseback, in grand 
cavalcfidei from His house pnly* to partake of tbate 
afternoon pleasures. 

f Arcbiblftiatbt^iMMaol itehlQ&r* Grlfta* tf ihdaiHk^ %\li&iu 

p^xu^i3f$ c^mWistocirt ot Ctfftotfiiqr ia ^ kinf^iii* 

But, 
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COUNTRY ROUND ROSS. 

But, in process of time, the OLD tree'was compelled 
to bow his head to the chill and rude l^lasts of winter, — 
foreboding, as it were, the dedine andfallofhit rural empire^ 
— and though a scion of his house was plariled on the 
spot where he had so long flourished, to the general joy 
of the whole neighbourhood, yet, such has been the re- 
volution of taste in the nineteenth <^entury^ that this 
once celebrated /€fe champetre hm become disiregarded, 
and at last has fallen into total oblivion. 

Previous to its dissolution, the writer had the pleasure 
to join in its amusements^ and greatly he had to admire 
the politeness and hospitality of the family under whose 
roof he met with such a cordial reception, — so truly 
characteristic of the general conduct of the inhabitstnts 

of this unequalled county. 

> 

ii • • • ' — ' 

AT: the ^isfasnce of about two miles from Perrystooe^ 
separated from it by the river Wyei stands the above 
mansion^ formerly the residence of an ancient-british 
prince^ stiled 

CRADOC VREICH-VRAS, 

Lord of Ferlex, prince of the country between Seveqi 
Wye,-^cbntempora:i'y with Arthur, and one of the 
kniglits of that monarch's Round Tabk^ in the year 517. 
His residence is historically fixed to have been at thi^ 
place, which still bears his namCi— and the addition^f 
Vreich Vras, which signifies, in welch/ ** fet or Strong 

arm/' 
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arm,** for his prowess in the use of the bow, as many 
chieftains were distinguished by like appellatiyes, — ^for 
instance, Blethin broadspear^ &c. — nor will tte lovers of 
English poetry be displeased when I inform them, that 
through his princess originated the diverting old ballad 
of the ** Boy and the Mantle^ inserted in Dr. Percy's 
collection of ancient English songs. 

Cradoc married Tegay ap Vron, daughter of king 
Pallinor, prince of South. Wales. The fc^male court of 
Arthur being accused of want of chastity^ and Cradpc's 
wife impUc^^ed in the ceraure, he felt his honor wounded 
by the charge. To put her constancy to the test, a boy 
is made to enter the room where the company are as- 
siembled, .and to produce a MANTLE, which cannot be 
worn biit by women of tlie strictest virtue. Sir. Cradoc 
herempon challenges his lady to vindicate her character, 
whose sitoaticm, and. simple declaration, wiH excite 
the reaflerV risibility. t . . . 

<< Sir CRADOC c^aird his lady, and bade her to comie near, 
*\ Qoa^f wiQ tbia mantle, lady, and .do me credUliere ; 
'* C<MDe, win this mantle, lady, for npw it shall be thine, 
** If thou hast never done amiss since first I made thee mine. 

** The lady, gently blushing, with modest step came on, ' 
'* And now to 'try the wohd*rous charm courageously is gone; 
" When die had ta^en the mantle and pufitun her back, - 
" About the hem it seemed to wrinjcle and to cradu * • - ^ - 

'* Lie still, she cry*d^ O mantle, and shame me not for nought, 
** ril freely own whate*er amiss or bldmeful I have wroUghr* ' 
*^ «OnceI ^ifis*4'Sir Cradoq, beneath the greeh-wood tret, '' ' ' 

" Once t kiss'd. Sir Cradoc, t>e£ore.he married me.. ^ i:. . : ! 

^\ When thtt& she bad her ilidven ^t^ her worst ^lault had told, 
^* The mai^tle sqpn became her right comely as it should/* , - 

THE 
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THE HOUSE 

' ' " * , • 

Is a hobile i^zojteion, — worthy of having been the scat of 
a prince of the. land. It occupies a commandi ug emi* 
neuce on the banlc of the Wye, which here flows thro' 
that rich part pf Herefordshire described from Perrv- 
Stone hilK Several rooms posses a great decree of their 
former splendor, particularly one which overlooks the 
iA\^tf^ meHiiirtttg fourteen yards long by teii i^ide, — 
having lii front * grand hexagon wmdb\<^, vHth stoti^ 

immteins ! itttd tf toso«is,--^th6 if^Hs eurrou^Iy fclb^thed 
wiih Mk waitij^M {ft pdnne4is, and ^aeh pahMU to the 
amdiitit <^ fiidrt thdn two hetidi'ed, decorati^ with thef 
orest of a £oriwr owneff which i oomider to hate Inmi u 
brhddb of the Hetm Laoy^ fiimily^ Veing ft '^ €»v0ndt^ oti 
^^ imrA^vaiied by the patr of a bd«r« sMr^ aithtti of the 
^Vfink/- for Stttdamore^ and mte now in tbcf raonli per*« 
ftotpresiervation^ la »tiort« the ^4^e «f iIicp pr^niMr 
impress on the mind of the strangei"' the ki^ll fwAc 0I 
tlieir former owners. 






The rooWS <M this iidte <rf the h6im sirtr ficteetk^ tly 
a fine range of Ibfty sycamofef ttees, the grtw^h of f ery 
many years, which extend for mqre than 3 00 ..yards 
along the brow of the eminefnce^ confexrip^. on it a 
great degree of b^uty^ when viewod froo) th« apposite^ 
shore of the W^fv 



1 .1 



The bpuse (js oi:cupied| with the estate^ hy Mr. 
Dew, who.h^^s it under the Hi>nocabl9 Mr. Digbj^t of 
Coleshiil, in Wantt^kdiird, t^ wk<^in it liOvr bdidtigs. 
It is iiiniAi itt th« pari* of Settrye (fatniliarty called 
§ellic), which name is derited from fhelSaxon; imply- 
ing 



COUKtRY ROU^D ROSS. 

Ing " The Great Castle, or place,** as all words Jjre- 
deded by ** Sel," signify greatiiessi as Set-wood, the 
Great Wood, &c* 

THE CHURCH 

Stands in the vale^ a few meads briow the hoilse. It is 
Ji very smalt edificei consisting only of d single isle; to 
which a little chapel moins on the north side. I ex- 
pected to ttieet sqme monumental remains here, but 1 
found them on the south side of the churchyards-^— for 
Avithout doubt the low altar tombs there, whose heads 
are dedorated with a Cross^ contain the ashes of former 
owners of the above described mansion^ 

The east window is finely decorfated with the history 
of our Saviour's life, — ^beautifully executed in stained 
glass, which Was a gift of the Pengethly family, and 
bears the date of 1630, 

1 beg to e^tpress my public thanks to the preseht 
family at C R A D O C, — who (in slddition- ta the highest 
civilities), took great pains in shewing me every part of 
the premises, that was likely to add to the interest of 
4hese pages* 



%* Though the introclu(%ion of scenes remote from the Wye, carries 

ivith it something of what is deemed Bookmaking,-— yet, having been the 

residence of a distinguished pait of the KYRLE FAMILY* the writer 

could not with-hold the notice of M A R C L £,-^more especially as he 

Was now near the place, and its fine Church, added to the monumental 

remains thercm, render it Worthy the Traveller's attention. 

• • •* 

D MARCLE. 
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ARCLE, or (as it is generally called MuCH 
MARCLEt is situated about, eight mileis from Ross, on 
the road leading from thence to Ledbury ; and though 
the country, from the nature of th6 soil, which is a 
yellowish clay, is very unpleasant in the winter season, 
it is yet a most fruitful and rich part of Herefordshire. 

MARCLE BRANCH OF THE KYRLE FAMILY. 

T* H O M A S. of Walford Court, (only ion of James, the brother to Waltex of the 
Hill), married Joice, dalishter and heir of Mf. Hn^ Abtahall, by whom^ie had 
nine font and ifour daog htera. - 

THO MAS^.thel fourth ;fon> became Lord rol Mndi Marcle^ andJu(Uceof the Peace 
for the counties of Worcefter and Hereford. [His marriage is not mentioned.] 

The next menfioned is Sir JOHN KYRLE, Bart, diving in ^64^' ^ Hemarried Sybil, 
only daughter of Philip Scudamoie, efquire, by whom he had two fons, Francis and 
Thomas. 

FRANCZS* thneldeft t(who^diedr*in- Jsi* frthei'* liffr^me)^ was ifome 'timeSheriSTof 
the county :of Hereford, married Hefter, (daughter of Sir Paul Tracey^ of Stan way, 
Bart, by whom he had iflue one fon. wlio fucceeded-to the. Baronetage. - 

He married Rebeiocaj'daaghtbr'of ■ ViMcent^^of -*>— », by.whos he bad:4flbe 
four daughters; ist, Vincentia, married to Sir John Ernley, Knt. of Berryton,- |i^ 
Wiltfliire (at that time iUiight of the Shire), and eldeft fon of Sir John Erfiley, chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer : ad, Hefter» married to William Wintour, of Dymock, efq* 
3d, Eliza, married to John Middlebroolc, of Sttetten, in the county of Hereford, efq* 
and 4th, Sybil^. married to Giles Wintour, younger brother of William. ~ 

THOMAS, thefecond fon of Sir John Kyrle, and only brother of Francis, — ^whoin 
the above 'Pedigree is ftiled of ** Ctift Innt^'-^dying without ifihe ; and- ittixt male 
fJliKng in thehiflr taiientionedrSir John Kyrle; •^thelmame and title %eiBame:ie«tiii£b in bim« 
He died the fouxth day:.ofcJanuary 1679. :>agtd 6Qcyeara,r>and<at t)iA:time wa«- Mentsi" 
of- Parliament for.theoonnty: of Hereford* . 

[THe Pedigree. gQe» QO fuxther. than 1683J : 
%* This Family received the honour of a Baronbtaob from his Majeftf 
King (Inarlbs 1. in 1 627, being the fecond year of his reign* 

About 



MAR CLE. 
'■About a tntle from the turnpike- road stands 

■M'O-MMO'USK 

'The late residence of Sir JOHN KYRLE,' Bart 

NOW OF • 

WILLIAM MONEY, ESQ. 

So <^lied from its situation, it occupying a gentleTiSie 
fronted by. spacious demense lands; but the mansion, 
which 'was old and and ill-suited for the economy of 
modern life, has in a great measure been ta^n dowHt 
and . altered ^ to the ideas ofi the reigning taste. 



MARCLE CHURCH. 

^TheCIiurch of Mai^cle occupies a small eminence in 
themldsf^'of fine meadofw grouAd, aAd is one of the 
handsumest; -as "Well as 'the largest, ■ reKgious edifices in 
this patrt of the cotitttry. ^ It consists' of two. nbble istesi, 
besMes'the nave; tvhtch are divided by • wi^Upnoportioned 
"ptthnrst "wlthr a^qtrare embattled tow^r atithe^ widst^eikl, 

and measures from thence tb 'the'Altar^i fifty yards. 

• * 

' Dn the nohh side t)f the chancel, ificlosfcdwithiron 
r^ls, is^ a i^nall Chapel; belonging tb'thd^Kyrleiaaiily. 
'Mrs. Clarke's papers furnished ^me with' ' the* fcrflowing 
particulars Velatin^ to it,-^ahd affords sfcurimis instance 
^^ of a^man t>f rank ahd :fo1:tunep^eparing^ aisiatis^Qleuin, 
'^^ atidisri^ctiag^a grandimcmumentnfoi^ bims^tfandAwife 
'** in- his iifeitime t"-— 
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*♦ Sir John Kyrle, the elder, gave the Treble to the 
♦* ring of bells in Much Marcle, — and built the fabric 
*• adjoining to the chancel, which is commonly called 
** the Chapel, wherein he IN HIS LIFEtTIME ejected a 
^^ fair monument of white and black marble, for himself 
** and his lady, under which tombe they both lie buried, 
^^ in a cemetary or vault made by him for his posterity, 
♦♦ These things he did in the year of our Lord 1638, 
•* and this record thereof was, fropni the testimony of 
•* his grandchild Sir John Kyrle, inserted in our Church 
^^ Register, by me, 

^' William Watts, Vicar^ 4prilS, 1663, 

DESCWPTION OF THE MONUMENT. 

On a fine slab of black marble rest the effigies of Sir 
John s^nd his Lady Sibyl at full length, with tasselled 
cushions under (heir heads, and the addition ot a canopy 
to thsM^ of the Lady's. At Sir John's feet is placed the 
family crest, a hedgehog ; and round the base on which it 
stands, their motto, ** nil woror -irtttf,"-*-literally, 4ehy 
not the stroke^^-rhnt figur?itively applied to the properties 
of th^t animal. Out of a bason, at t^e feet of the Lady, 
issue erect the paws of ^ bear. 

They are both superbly hs^bited in dressesi of the time 
in which they lived, — ^Sir JoHh with s^ finp ruiF and 
flowing beard— his scarf richly omamejited with fleurs 
de lys. .His consort in a full quilled ruiF, and other 
paraphernalia of that day. At the ends and sides of the 
inonument are the arms of his lady's (the Scudamore) 
iamily, [gules, three stirrups with leathers, or] with 
. fhose of pther. relatives? and round the exergue this 

ZNSqUZTfTfONf 
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INSCRIPTION: 

Translation,-~the original in Latin« — ** Underneath 
*^ sleep in peace Sir John Kyrle, Baronet« and Sheriff 
•* of the County of Hereford; and his valued Wife, 
** Sibyl : they lived together forty-four years in unin- 
** terrupted harmony, — or without misfortune. His 
" desire to preserve peace—or to prevent litigation-^ 
** will cause his memory to be for ever beloved and 
V respected," 

Tlie whole is as perfect and fresh as on the day it was 
first laid down, — except the nails on the fingers, which' 
might have been injured in bringing the monument to 
Marcle,— ^aild exhibits the finest piece of sculpture, of 
the kind^ to be met with in the distance of many miles. 
It would do credit to the talents of a Rubilliac, a Rys^ 
back, or any other statuary, whose works adorn the 
walls of Westminster Abbey, ^ 

Against the North xaaU of the chancel^ near the reading desk : 

A mural nionument, free-stone painted to imitate 
ni^rble, inclosing a blue slaty stone, with a gilt mould- 
ing. On it is engraved a lady at prayer^ a book and 
desk before her; with a scroll issuing from her mouth, 
and this sentence i ^^ Sd Chist. mhi solo ;{; sal.** 

[A kind of play upon Monkish words.] Christ is the sun to nio^—- my 
health is in the sun,— oft Christ b my sun and my salvation. 

Erected to the memory of ^^ Elizabeth, wife of John 
Cyrrill, citizen of Hereford and M, P. who died the 
19th of June 1693,'* 

The above are the only monuments in the church erected to the memory 

o{ the family, ^ 

iJoderneath 
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Underneath the preceding Tnonmnent, a little to the 
right batid. 'A- whfde length recumbent fip'nre, in the 
dress of ' a** Rdij^ons, holding her beads. Tradition ails 
Arrf LaifAiidkf^ 

• In tkeOianod are some moniuKients of the Walwyn ^ 
•ad dber iEtiniiies. 

* 

IfiKfer the South mndow^ eppodu the Reading Desk. 

-A ivhcde . length recambent fi,8[ure (v'arved in wood), 
a coshioauiKdbr.his hea4» and a dog at his feet — hands 
in the attitude of . prayer— *iand cross-legged. Sffjohn 
Jiel^fKM{f Ueffyh^-^tm Mr. Widwyn's estate. 

/Norik isle, ^f the Chwxh. 

' InthetmMle. Two whole length reciniibent figures^ 
(carved in stone) male and femiale ; bands in the atti* 
tude. of prayer, a cushion under the lady's head — ^at 
the maia% part of a broken cannon ; a lion at hii^' feet. 
Very ancient, bnt quite perfect rkind of coni<jal hood 
over his head. 'No inscription. Tradition says, 'Lord 
' Mortimer and his' Lady: 

This monumedt'if T>f tlie«gei>f Edwatd IIL because 
' <^n auularmonr was. not tisedtafter^that period. 

* ^JdM bfrAAttdfefrmarrSdr 'Margery>'Moi«taterf! dsughter^of ft^ger 
'andPhUippa-l^rtiiDer/ Maicle^was j^fartfof Ph|i|ppa*s dwror; whicb 
•he inherited in right of her mothert wh» was the ^dayighter of WilliaiB 
Montacttte earl of Salbbury. From her husband the paridi obtained ita 
' aecohd apj^ation'of 'idzidc AmuLu 

• Mrs. 
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MARC L E? 

Mrs. Clary s papers mention these partieiAtrr^ 

Mem.—** The four sides of Mach'Mdrde chQrch3rard 
did of old belong to these who are hereunder named, 
viz. The north and south sides unto ^h^ -^honorable Sfi^ 
John Kyrle, bart; lord of the maaw of tMiichrMarcIe, 
and to bis suceessors in the said! nlaaar;-^^the5eaatB]4^ 
to the fight worshipiul Fulke *Wu!kwyrii ea^vr Icvd' of 
Marcltf Awdlies, andio his successofs in the said rtnanor 
for ever ; — and the west sidei do . belong <Tto -^the i^ivkote 
parish in c€mmion« to b^ k^t. and >maiiitidned't>iit of 
thi common* purse. ^ This • obseFvationl reeeivied^iram 
auncient men of the parish, to be transmitted to^poste* 
ritjr# In testimony wkereof,^ I suhterihe my^name^^ 



''-la July i637i died.iof thef^PLAAUB j .alliiRtd^ari 
Wylde^a family^ Jane his virifei:.aiKd(iooe<dwgbtev«th6 
number whereof was; six!;— andtisoddid fimt^moce at 
Grindall's house in Ya'ttouii by ^intenrauise^ .theiewtth^ 
-^Hsodid: all. KeekTs familyt— 4uiduaUiiwidQWA/PoweHli 
family. 

" Lady Sybil Kyrle buried 9th February 1 635 ^ 
•* Sir Richard Walwyn, knt.. was buried the 20th 
day of September 2578^ 

•• Sin John Kyrle buried Appl.ao^, 16^0., 

** Lady;SybiU only daughter of Philip jScudamofl*, 
esqi** 



Marcle 
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MARCLt: HILL.* 

At Marcley Hill a great wonder happened, lil 
Queen Elizabeth's days, in the year 1575. Dr. Fuller 
gives us this account of it : 

" The Hill roused itself, as it were, out of its sleep* 
^^ or rather it might be said to be in labour for three 
dayis together, shaking and roaring all that while« 
to the great terror of all that heard it, or beheld it. 
** It threw down every thing that opposed it, and re- 
** moved itself to an higher place." A thing strange! 
enough, but yet, what another author adds much in<* 
creases it. ^* It carried along with it the trees that 
^^ grew upon it, the sfieepfolds, and flocks of sheep 
** grazing on it. - In the place from whence it removed, 
it left a gap of 400 feet wide, and 390 long* The 
whole field was above twenty acres. It overthrew 
Kynaston chapel that stood in its way t removed afi 
yew-tree, growing in the chapel yard, from the 
**^ West to the East, throwing down with violence the 
^* causeys, trees^ and houses ; it made tilled lands pas- 
** tures and pasture tilled land." Having thus walked 
from six o'clock on the Sunday evening till two o'clock 
o^ Monday morning, it then ^tood still and moved no 
more, mounting up to an hill twelve fathoms. Mr. 
Camden supposes, that this shaking and removal of 
this mountain was caused by that kind of earthquake, 
which naturalists call Srasmatia. The spot is about six 
mjles West of Ledbury, near the conflux of the Wye 
&nd Lug. 

See ** Magna Britanniai**-— Herefordshire! page 936. 
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MAR CLE* 

Mr. tbUlip^ iu his Poem called ** CYDERi** thus 
notices its 

** t not advt^t not reprebend, the dioic^ 
** Of KlAtctKi-HiLL; the Apple no where find$\ 
*< A kinder mold: * yet *tis utuafe to trust 
'* Deceitful ground : who knows but that) once roorei 
" This mount may journey, and, his present site 
" Foftakingy to thy neighbours bounds transfer 
«< The goodly plants» affoTding matter strange 
** For law-debates? If, therefore, thou incline 
** To deck this rise with fruits of various tastes^ 
** Fail not by frequent vows tUmplore success ; ^ 

^* llitts piteous heav'n may &t the wandering gldbe.f 



« • « - Walwyn^ esq. the de^cend^nt of an ancient 
family^ has a handsome house and estate^ called Hdlyns^ 
in this parishi-^^^hose lineage and aaarriage conneK* 
ions are perpetuated by a handsome marble monuinent 
ill the chancel of the church* 



* This observation of die poetV is stlriAly tfue at the present day,^'4bt 
few pacts iofkhe county produce more cidcr» or of a richer quality, than 
thb under consideration. At the Housei kept by the late honest Jol^a 
Ballard, I have partook of this beveragci so excellent indeed^ that, at 
the tables of the opulent, remote from these scenes^ it might have passed 
for the pleasant white wines of Spain or PortugaK . 

f The most Tss|>e<94ablc authors,-r.from the time the event haj^ieiied, 
down to the present hour— when treating of Herefordshire, have ai«ra|rs 
mentioned the above circumstance with great Seriousness, as deserving 
belief. We smiie however wow at the wonder, and do not yield it that 
implioit Caithi wMch die gravity with which it is told Would impose upon 
us. As connedled with MAacLS» the writer thought pcapo? to raott it 
here. 

E The 
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' The writef would wrong the obligation he owes to 
William Money^ esq. was he, on taking leave of Mar- 
cle, to omit ackribwledging the flattering reception he 
met^ with at Horn House,— a reception, the politeness 
and hospitality of which, though devoid of introduc- 
tion, conveyed an idqa that he w^ conferring a favor 
on HIS family, rather than spligitiQg commumcations 
for this work. < 

Nor should he with-hold an equal acknowledgment 
to the Rev. Dr. Roberts, What infi^rmation also the 
writings in the church contained, were shewn to the 
writer, but they were of no value, being of a very late 
date ; for, the Doctor informed him, that a preceding 
Incumbent had thrown the contents of a large chest, 

.consisting of many valuable papers, into the fire, — for 
the avowed purpose of preventing them from being made 

, useful to the public at any future period. 

In addition to the Vicarage of this parish. Doctor 
'■ Roberts holds the Rectory of Abbey Dore, with the 
honor of a chaplaincy to his royal highness the Prince 
•of Wales. Few living^ can boats of a more comfort- 
able vicarial residence than Marcle. 

At the season of my visit here, it was beautiful to 

obiserve, as I stood oh an adjoining hill, the hedge rows, 

'' formed of the most luxuriant hawthorn^ then in full 

^ blQom, extending over a considerable space of inclo- 

sureg, and perfuming the air with the fragrance of its 

: elegant blossom. 
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The superior fertility of Herefordshire, is particularly 
marked in the approach to Ross, from "Glocester. 
After passing through a dreary line of communication, 
formed by the parishes of Huntley and JLong Hope, we 
arrii^&at the pleasant village of 

WESTON, 

Generally called " Weston under Penyard,** from the 
lofty wood of that nanie, by which it is so umbrageous- 
ly protected; a very extensive ^nd opulent parish, — 
whose church, with its old Saxon tower^ standing on a 
commanding eminence, becomes a fine object to the 
surrounding neighbourhood. 

At a short distance from the turnpike road^ happily 
selected for its situation, is 

BOLLITREE, 

A respectable mansion, for many years the residence 
of the Meyrick family, — well known in the litjerary 
world, by the fables published under that name, whose 
author has celebrated this place of his nativity, by the 



following 



LINES ON BOLLITREE. 



Near where proud Penyard*i woods arise, 
Whence Cambria*s hills salute our cyesi 
Oa a fair spot enclos*d with wood, 
That long the lage of time has stood^ 
Stands Bollitree. In dftys of y ore« 
E'er Lancaster the sceptre bore, 
Well-knawntofaxpe. - ^ 
Old^Gfiunt, ^tissaid, had seen. the, place^ 
And Hereford's icoowned gi:ace» 



Therr 
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There deign*d to spend a social hour, 

Whikt virtue charm'd bim more than pow*r. 

When hapless Richard*s wretched reigUi 

CausM Britain's sons to seek the plain 

)t*!B master* lov*d of Hereford » 

Join'd with hiot snd drew the 8Word« 

And whilst our Henries bore the sway, 

At Bollitree how blest the day* 

When fam*d Eliza rui*d the land 

And gallant Esses held command^ 

A branch f from this old stock arrivM, 

tn Spain, right hardy deeds atchiev*d« 

Then Gales unhappy felt a WoiTt 

That laid her lofty turrets low. 

And when by too severe a fate 

Brave Essei^ felt the axe*s weight, 

Firm to his much lov*d lord he stood. 

And seal'd faisfriendAip with his bload. 

But late from hence, high hououc boreg 

E*en to remotest Indians shore, 

In evil hour, a daring swain, { 

In beauty*s bloom he prest the plain | 

Ahf' hBp!j»8 youth of soutsincer^. 

Receive the heart-bestowing tear; 

ftnoe fate thy vital thread las ihorti. 

Eternal kurels grie^thyura* 

Sacred to ye deserving dead 

This ancient Fabric rears it!s head^ * 

Arches with ivy overgrown. 

And walls of mosa4»enia«ilMI ttoM^ 

Again restor'd, ina#follttte^ 

Your honour'd memory a«liit» > 

Accept tl^e humble tribute paM, 

And peaceful $leep each efwful Atfdbb 

* Thomaa MeyrIeK 
t Sir Gwillim Merrick, knighted at Vsil^lfbrlif^ Valour. 
I iieatenant Samuel Hdpkin$, df ColcftM tktiptfs r e ^ifti fc ilt, slais 

at the 9iq;e of Foli $t. G'tottc. , 



WESTON. 

The house haF, for some time past, been occupied by 
Mr. John King, who rents the estate. 

The family of Nourse are of great respectability, and 
resided for many years, in ja handsome house in this 
parish. John Hardwick, esq* has also a good house 
and est^e here ; find, at a short distance from it, is a 
little paradisaical spot, called BILL-MILL, peculiarly 
distinguished for its NEATNESS, the property of my 
friend, Mr, Richard Parker, whose excellence as a 
papermakcr ranks him among the best manufacturers of 
the present day, — under whose roof, and in the flower 
wovjen harbour, during an acquaintance of twenty 
years, many social hours have been happily enjoyed. 

The Living o( Weston (which gives name to one of the 
t)eaneries of the diocese), ranks among the first Recto- 
tories, in point of value, in the Bishopric of Hereford. 
Tlie present Incumbent is the Rev. - - - !Wallondi one 
of the Canons of the above Cathedral, who resides in a 
charming hbuse here, belonging to the benefice. 

Tfee ^fauriih, tkough ei ^ariy erection, ^oe*s tiot con- 
feiin aziy mtmafn^eiil^l reitiams deserving the stranger's 
notice^ ' 



# 

Another portion of the county of Hereford, equal in 
point of beauty, richness, and fertility, with that we 

bftvie T)efore d^cribed, is Cjalied the 

• . • • ... 

Manor 



COUNTRY ROUND ROSS. 

MANOR of ARCHENFIELD, 

Which, in the time of the Anglo-Saxons^ wap tl>e terri* 
tory of Prince Urgon, or Ergon, — ^formed by a large 
district, lying chiefly on the shores of the Wye, com- 
prehending the parishes of Bridestow, Peter^toir, Mar-* 
stow, Goodrich, Whitchurch, • and Gan*y-rew; whose 
history will be respectively noticed, as we proceed on 
our excursion down that river. 

In Domesday book, it is called ArcENEFELDE, and 

was governed by laws distinctly specified,' one of which 

, • • • , 

is still boasted of, " that when the army goes against 
" the enemy, they, by custom, make tne van-guard ; 
•* and» in coming back, the rear-guard;" which is con- 

» » 

sidered as honorable to the courage of its inhabitants; 
and the patriotic asserters of their country's liberties 
associated at Ross (making a body of six hundred men) 
under the command of Colonel Nourse, of Weston, now 
distinguish themselves by the title of the •* Archenfield 
" Volunteer Infantry." . 

In the above record, the King is said to have ** three 
** churches, — and one hundred men (less by four), who 
•* hav^ seveAty-three ploUgh-lands with th^ir meij, in 
** this manor ;" — ^but no person is mentioi^, a3 holding 
it immediately of the King in cafntt after the conquest. 

The Laws have little interesting. for the stranger, — 

and the only observation to be drawn from them is, 

•• that WE live in an age, when the true principles of 

** civil liberty are bettef understood, and better acted 

•• upoii, in our own nation, than in any other . country 

" upon th^ face of the whole habitable gliobe." 

The 



MANOR OF ARCHENFIELD. 

The country round Ross has long been distinguished 
for a valuable breed of SHEEP, known by the name of 
Ryeland, — and in a communication to Mr. Arthur 
Young's " Annals of Agriculture/* by Mr. J. Puller 
(who, through the medium of Mr. Wansy, of Salisbury, 
obtained the premium, in 1805, ^^^™ ^^^ Bath and 
West of England Society, for the production of a Rye- 
land tup's fleece), he thus expresses himself: — ** Not- 
being a native of the county of Hereford, but rather 
a citizen of the world, I perhaps may be "credited in 
** giving an unprejudiced opinion of the county and its 
inhabitants : The former has long been celebrated 
for oxen^ wheats xaool^ xaood^ xaater^ dder^ and hops;^-- 
the ifihdUants are eminenUy iUsHnguiskid for urbamty^ bospi-- 
u£iy^ good livings agricultural knowU^e^ — and indushy and 
'* aElivity among the lower orders, beyond any thii^ I ever 
^^ met xaith elsewhere.'* 
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Having attempted a feint outline of this very charming 
neighbouhood, I hasten again to ROSS, to introduce 
the Memoirs of John Kyrle, esq. one of the brightest 
ornaments of society, whose fame has been extended, 
by the writings oi Pope, over every part of the British 
dominions, under the title of The Man of Ross. 



PEOXGRES 



PEDIGREE 



OF THE 



KYRJLE FAMILY. 






When a former edition of thi< work wai pafling the prefs, the late WilUatn Wyrhall, 
•(q. of SngUfll'BicktiOf. gting through MOofflotith, and caftlng hUcfes on s flieet 
•f tht unpfeflion, wUh the utnoA kindaefa Infotqicd mc be would improve the intereft 
of Che pedigree of the Kfrle iamilf, supplied bf Mrs. Clarke, I had before printed, 
bf giving me one that embraced a more early record of t%etr defcent, which he foon 
tea, and 6ti ilrhtfAe autliOKUr it i< hdd before the Public. He claimed a relatlonibip 
to the £uBiIy« and told me fome cjrcumftancet conneded with it, wh.ofe information 
I have adopted in the fucceeding pages. He was a gentleman in whofe perfon life was 
prtttfided to a great ecteot tf years, rtta4oittg the full «ife of hit Acuities to the latt 
bour of «iUibtuc«.-"n9L it is to be Um^M I bad not the jMtiefi^, i^ other pai^^of the 
Tour, of his fuperior information. Calm and thoughtful, his mind was eminei^tly 
<alculate«i from bb knowledge of the hiflory of this dlftrid, greatly to improve the 
value of my pages. But his reGdence being chiefly at Ponf ^y^poof, a diftioce of twen- 
one miles from Monmouth, and not being acquainted with his attainments in this 
walk of literature till the very dofe of his life, he retired to the filent tomb without 
my receiving any other to mmu i itet t to i ia ftooa fcHottna thofe I have noticed, — though 
I have reafon for thi|iking, from other attentions, he would have given me his -mind 
in the iUuftration of any fubjed on wtich I had claimed his attention. 

*«* The learned Mr. Dallaway (the Earl Marshal's Secretary), in a vol. of Letters 
edited b|r him «aya> ** Thk family, originally from f landcn, obieiliied. a aetUement 
*' in Herefordshire, duiiogtbo reign of King Henry the Seventh [1485] and changed 
*■ their paternal name from Ckillas to KrftLE.** The pedigree in the possession e£ 
Mm. Cljtato toottionaia in the above reign 1 but we liave hete more ««rtafti evidence 

of their being teiidonjts at a much eatlier f eriod^ 

The latlOwini la oOfraAetf firom » Pedigree made l>y Sir J^mes KyrlCi Baitmet, Yicar 

«r >%UQfd S9d Much IfaRtf, |n ^•yrv «^|. 
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I^YRLE PEDIGREE. 



I 



N the most ancient writings relating to this family^ 
the name is Crul^ Chilly and CruUe, — afterwards Cryll, 
and sometimes Curl, — till at last it was universally writ- 
ten Kyrle. 

The first person mentioned in the pedigree is 
Robert Grul» of Altone^ or OId-town< near Ross; 
hut who in 1295 ^^^^ ** Horn, now Honngreen, near 
(and I think in the parish of) Ross. He was the com* 
mon ancestor of the Clarke's of the Hill, and of the 
Kyrles of Walford Courts His wife's name was Matilda 
or Maud,-^his only son .was^ named William^ and he 
had a daughter^ Edith. 

William Crul, of the Hiille, or the Hill, tva^ the son 
ci{ Robert Crul, and his name is first found in 1318, and 
last in 13391. -^^ Hom-green is still a good farm house^ 
a small distance from the Hill. From this William was 
descended (either his son or grandson) 

Philip Crul, whose will beafsK date in 1400, but h^ 
was living in 1408* His wife's name was Alice* He 
had two sons* John and Thomas, — and a daughter^ 
Agnes. The next we meet with is 

John Cruile, of the Hulle, in the parish of Walford, 
^^ ^445 i ^iid in. 1473 mentioned by the name of * John 
Crylle, of Walford, the elder.' During this time, we 
have in the family writings the names of William CridJ. 
of the parish of Walford.— Thomas Crull, John CnrlJ^ 
^^ 145^*"^^^^ Philip Crull. These seem to be four 

F younger 



KYRLE PEDIGREE, 

yoniiger soils of this * John the elder/ and that his son 
and heir was 

Walter Crull, of the HuIU mentioned in 1485 and 
1489. This Walter, we apprehend, was the father of 
the two following brothers, * who were born in the reign 
* of king Henry the seventh/— 'First 

Walter Kyrle, the elder, and herr of the Hill, whose 
dnly daughter, Alice, married Christopher Clarke, 
whose heir was Richard Clarke, and his heir Richard 
Clarke* From this Richard was descended a third 
Richard, the father of Joseph Clarke, esq. who married 
the daughter of Sir John Hoskins, of Harewood, in the 
same county, and by her was the &thev of Richard, 
John, and Stephen ; Alicia, Jane, and M3ry,^-Hao on^ 
of whom was ever mtirried, and Jane only then living, 
(whose attentions to the printer will be noticed under 
Walford), — Secondly, 

James Kyrle, the younger of these two brothers, who 
had Walford Court, which has* continued in the family 
down to the present day. 

{We will proceed to the Grandfather of the Man of 
Ross.] 

James Kyrle, of Walford Courtr was a Justice of the 
Peace, High Sheriff of the county in i6irg, and married 
Anne, daughter of Robert Waller, of Beaconsfield,* by 
whom he had seven sofis and four daughters. 

* Mrs. Waller, motber of Mrs. James Kyrle, was stster to John 
Haropdezi,-— and mother of Edmund Waller, the poet 

Robert, 



KYRLE PEDIGREE. 

Robert, his eldest son, of Walford Court, had two 
wives, ist, a daughter of Sir Henry Maxey, of Broad- 
well hall, in Essex, by whom he had no issue; — ^and 

2dly, to daughter of John Brain, of Little Dean, 

Glocesterrfiire, by whom he had James Kyrle, an only 
son (aged i6, 1683), and two daughtei^, Elizabeth 
and Mary* 

Walter, tlie second son, and father of the Man of Ross^ 
was a Barister ^t Law, and Justice of the Peace. He 
lived at Ross, and died the loth of February 1650. 

He married Alice, daughter and sole lieir of John 
Mallet, of Berkley, Glocestershire. She was first mar- 
ried to Walter Carwardine, of Carwatdine green, in 
Herefordshire, Barister at Law ; — adly^ to Giles Win- 
tour, ofColeford, Glocestershire; — and 3rlly to Wajt^r 
Kyrle. She died the 34th of March 1662. 

He lud two sons, John and Walter; 

JOHN, •* THE MAN OF ROSS;* 

Bom at the White House, in the parish of Dymock, in 

the county of Hereford, in May 1637 ; christened the 

4th of June, and died at Ross, November 7, i724» 



A variety of ioteresting particulars, resulting from 
this pedigree, relating to the *• Man of Ross* and his 
successors, will be given in future pages, as we proceed 
on with this work. 
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♦ P. ** But all our prais^es why should Lords engross? 

♦* Rise, honest Muse, and sing the Man OF Ross ! 
Pleas'd Vaga echoes ^ thro* her winding bounds. 
And fapid Severn hoarse applause resounds. ^ 
Who hung with wopds yon mountain's sultry brow * 
From the dry rock who bade the waters flow ? 
Not tQ the skies in useless columns toss'd^ 
Or in proud fdls magnificently lost, . 

** But clear and artless, pouring thro' the plain 

^^ Health to the sick, and solace to the swain. 

** Whose Causeway parts the vale with shiady rows ? 

^* Whose Seats the weary traveller repose ? 

* Hf tke letjteri P. »nd B. ait the begannUig of ihe pangrapht, it ahould be un4er- 
0tood, ^h^t the poem is a kind of dialogue between the poet and hit friend Lord 

Bathurct. 

f Thii diacrimipation of the diande? of the iwo rivers, is compatible with the Poet> 
good senee. The Ipfty banks and mazy course of the Wye are the circumstances from 
fpitence lt« beauty arises. Xt co.uld not well bcho nnleap its banks were both lofty and 
Ytndips* The Severn, influenced hj high and rapid tides, is kept in a perpetual at^te 
lOf uproar and agitation, which conveys to the mind ideas of the most striking contrart. 

^ In the MS. of this poem, inttead pf the couplet beginning with *' Pleas*d Vaga/' 

he. — ^it stood thus : 
*' Trace humble worth beyond Sabrina*» shore $ 
'J W^o aings not film, oh may ht ting bo more." 

tf WhQ 



POPE'S LINES. 

*' Who taught that heav*n-<iirected Spire to rise? 

" The Man of Ross," — each lisping babe replies. 

•' Behold the Market-place with poor overspread ! 

" The Man of Ross" divides the weekly bread: 

** He feeds yon almshouse neat, but void of state, 

'* Where age and want sit smiling at the gate ; 

•' Him portioned maids, apprentic'd orphans bless'd, 

" The young who labour, and the old who rest. 

*' Is any sick? ** The Man of Ross " relieves, 

" Prescribes, attends, the med'cine makes and gives. 

" Is there a variance, enter but his door, 

" BalkM are the courts, and contest is no more. 

*' Pespairing Quacks with curses fled the place, 

*' And vile Attornies, now an useless race. 

B» ** Thrice happy man I enabled to pursue 
^* What all so wish, but want the powV to do ! 
** Oh say, what sums that gen'rous liand supply? 
•* Wh^t mines tp swell that boundless charity ? 

P. " Of debts and taxes, wife and children clear, 
" This man posses^d—^e hundred pounds a year! 
** Blush, Grandeur, blush! proud courts, withdraw 

** your blaaie! 
** Ye little Stars, hide your diminish'd rays ! 

B. " And what ! no monument, inscription, stone ! 
" His race, his form, his name, almost unknown ? 

P. " Who builds a Church to God, and not to Fame, 
" Will never mark the marble with his name. 

Moral £ssays| Epistle III. line 249. 
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©R. JOHNSON'S 

REM.4M.KS 

ON THS VKECEDING LINE! BT 
MR. POPE. 

1 

•* Into this, poem [meaning the Epistle to Lord 
Bathurst] some hints are historically thrown, and 
some known characters are introduced, with others 
of which it is difficult to say how far they are real or 
fictitious ; but the praise of Kyrl, the Man of Ross^ 
deserves particular examination, who, after a long 
and pompous enumeration of his public works and 
private charities, is said to have diffused all those 
blessings from jfoe kundted a year. Wonders are wil- 
ingly told, and willingly heard. The truth is, that 
Kyrl Wjas a man of known integrity and active bene- 
volence, by whose solicitation the wealthy were per- 
^^ suaded to pay contributions to his charitable schemes ; 
this influence he obtained by an example of liberality 
^^ exerted to the utmost e:(tent of his power, and'was 
thus enabled to give more than he had. This account 
Mr. Victor received from the Minister of the place, 
and I have preserved it, that the praise of a gjood 
man, being made more credible, may be more solid. 
Narrations of romantic and impracticable virtue will 
•• be read with wonder, but that which is unattainable is 
•• recommended iii vain ; that good may be endea- 
" voured, it must be shewn to be possible/' 

lifcef Popci voL iv« p« iix-2. 

IMTJS- 
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INTERESTING PARTICULARS 

RtLATINO Ta THE 

MAM OF ROSS; 

COMMUNICATE*, BY MRS. PROSSEK,*^ TO C. HEATH. 



HIS PORTRAIT, 



A 



cKaraCTEE so much beloved eoukl not fail t<r 
excite a wish among his friends, to perpetuate his m^^ 
mory by the«kiU of the painter ; yet, such was his mo^ 
desty^ that no inducement, tho* often solicited, could 
prevail with him to sit for liis portrait. But some gen- 
tlemen of- Ross being determined on possessing his like-* 
nessy engaged an artist from Liondon, who sketched it 
while he sate at Church, attending divine worship on a 
Sunday. 

* Mr. VandeiTort Ityrle*f otklj daughter (Elizabeth) marrfecf a retpedable country 
gentleman, who lived near Rom, whose name was Weale, by whom she had issue 
two daughters,— one of whom nMs my informant, Mrs. Prosser; the other married a 
person of the nsme of Flack; who some time ago leept an Imr, in M^ltshire, but 

DOW resides in Bath. 

These particulars retpedinf Mr* Kyrle, wete eommatttcated to the writer personaHfr 
at her own house* oo Friday ti^e loth of June 1796, and exptessed with great cheerful* 
neis of spirit and manners, though she was then in her 6sd year, and had been up 
nearly the whol'e of every night that week, through the business of the Herefordshire 
General EleAion. . Many other cireumstances might have^been obtained, if her life 
had been prolonged, but 1 few days. Going to Rots to request further particulars in 
the following week, I Sound she had been seized with a paralytic stroke o»Tue#day, 

of which she died o» the Wednesday evening. 

It 



Man of Rosi 

It is an half length, «i feet high by 2 feet wide, and 
is said to be valuable for its likeness^ tho' condemned 
by the connoisseur as a mere daubing. Mr. Walter 
Kyrle, Mr. V. Kyrle's second son, and who died in 

1775, ^ ^^ *^^^ ^y ^^^^ Prosser, who lived with him# 
was said to have been the very image gf the Man of 
Ross in his countenance. 

Tliere were TWO pictures ; one at Mr. WalKs,* the 
King's Arms Inn, — the other, at Mrs. Prosser's, ^ the 
King's Head Inn ; but when Mr. Wall removed, jn 
J 795, from Ross to the Swan Inn, Tewkesbury, he 
made the Man of Ross a companion in his journey, to 
the great regret of his successor^ and disappointment of 
*many of his travelling customers* 

That they were done byi;he same artist, must have 
appeared evident to every person' who has viewed them^ 
Mrs. Prosser said, that in her possession was given to 
Mr. Walter Kyrle by the person who drew it ; arid left 
to her by Mr. Walter Kyrle. Indeed, they are so near 

* From Tewksbury the. PiAure was removed, witb Mr. Wall, to the Talbot Inn^ 
Shrewsbury. Id the Summer of 1801, Mark Syies, esq. of Strettington Hall, near 
Malton, in Yorkshire, told me (at Monmouth), that he had purchased the PiSure of 
Mr. Wall, for thirteen guineas, ^nd that he expeded to find it at Strettington Hall 
on his return home. The Pidure is most justly- the property of John Stratford 
Collins, esq. of Ross, being always considered as a Heir Loom by the respediye 
tenants of the house, till Mr. Wall claimed it as his ov^n.'^lnd thdugh he asked Mr. 
George, his^auccessor, a heavy sum for it, the writer has been told, that .it was not 
kicioded in the inventory of goods purchased by Mr. WaU,— of coarse, he had no 

right to remove iU 

f The Inn is now kept by Mrs. Howells, in whose possession the Pidure of the 
** Man of Rest'* remains ; and where it is open at all times for the inspedion of i\xck 

travellers as chuse to view it. 

alike. 



MAN 01? ROSS. 

ftlike* that* but for this being fresher than Mr. Wall*Si 
it would be impossible to distinguish one from thO 
others 

He k drawn in a loose hiorning gowni or robe d6 
chainbi^e, his craVat banging down below his chesU 
after the fashion of King William Illd*s time. Thd 
hair of the wig is parted at the top^ and Combed down 
close to the ears, beloW which it hangs* Our modera 
beaux lately introduced such an imitation. There i^ 
something extremely calm stnd placid in his counter 
nance^ corresponding with his benevolent mind. I have 
been told^ his features were what is deemed rather harsh 
than otherwise* 

ANOTHER I'ORTRAI'r, 

TH£ PHOI^ERTT or rHILIPjONfiS SSQ. R0S8. 

It is tiot possible to form any jiist opinion of Mr. 
Kyrle's features from either of these portraits { that in 
Mr. Jones's family being drawn when he was a young 
man about 93 or 33 years of age, — ^the other at the 
King's Head Inn, at the decline of his life. They tire 
both half lengths^ but the former is a side face^ — the 
latter a front face* In Mr. Jones's^ there is a great 
sternness of countenance^ and his own dark hair^ which 
bangs loose* and covers most of his forehead, conveys 
an idea the reverse of benevolence* Mr. Ireland says, 
it is evidently the work of Sir Peter Lely^-^on the au- 
thority of his own judgment; but Mrs* Prosser assured 
the writer, that he constantly resisted the strongest soli- 

O citations 



MAN OF ROSS. 

qtsitioQs of his best frieiw^s for that purpose, and thiri: 
they obtained it only by the means she mentions. 
Others again say, that Lord Muncaster has the original 
picture, and that the portraits at the King's Head and 
Mr. Wall's are only copies frorp it. How far these 
o^i^ions arq true or false, he leav^ to the r^er's gpoci 
sense to determine. 

By the kind permission of Philip Jones, Esq. this 
picture is now at Mr. Roberts'is, Bookseller, Ross, 
where it may be inspected. It is in the finest preserv- 
^ion. 

HIS RING. 

Mr. Kyrle usually wore a ring with a peculiar de- 
vice. It yfa& Bf small ruby set in gxxld ; b^i^t oa touching 
the point of the stone, it opened, and emitted the head 
of a snake hissings and its tongue out. This Ring is 
in the possession of Mrs. FlACK (Mrs. Prpssers sister), 
who now residues in BAjTH. 

POCKET BOOK. 

Tl\e only' article Mrs. Prosser once retained in her 
possession, belonging to the M^n of Ross, besides his 
Picture^ was his Pocket Book. This contained (noted 
by himself) the method of spending his time, his JQur- 
nies, expences, and other memorandums : but, unfor*' 
tuiiately, trusting it to her son Mr« James Prosser^ 
who carried it about, he lost it from his pocket, or it 
would have been le^t to the writer for the purposes of 
this puUication. 

rURTHEE 



FURTHER INTliREStlKG ]f*ARTICULARS 

RELATING TO THE 

MAJ^ OF rnoss^ 

CoMMnicdUd to C. Heath, by William DMi, a tespe&abU old 
Man, eighty-four Tears dfAge, vifio hcid known * 
Mr. Kytle xaiek living. 



IT it not particularly, necessary to appropriate Mr. Pope*t praise line by line» — the 

whol/e of Dobbs's informalioh will be i^iven, ii rh^ Wiiter received ft from his inouth, 

in a general lieuil ( leaving the Reader t« make what comment he pleases, and 

form hii own opinion ; — attaching to himielf the fidelity of tlifc report. 



William said, he was then eighty- four, so that he was 
twelve years old when Mr. John Kyrle died, and that 
he remembered him perfectly welh 

Eiaminaiian dnd CompMsort of tke PoirtrdiU 

BfeiNG at the King's H^d Inn, whei-e the portrait 
is placed, we walked up stairs to examine its resemb- 
lance. William says,'^ the eyes ami nose ar€ much like 
tlie original, but the cheeks in the picture are not s6- 
fall. Also, that the wig he wore was a short cut wig,* 
bushy behind, not so full on the sides as it is there 
represented.. The parting of the hair at the top, and 
the mode in which he wore his cravat, are described with 
exactness. 

* An Artist, ^who accj6mpanied m« to Ross to inspeA the portrait, was of opinion, . 
T£ii:dibit^ th^rrnirfht'be sodits sniaH'shi^eVor dl^rebc^'WitK ixnpHia* to the fuU- 
iftyi <yf'.t]ib cmm: slndtii6 feshlb^of the wig; aV de^^df by Wilfiaffl1d<»il5s.^ 
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MAN OF ROSS, 

Stature^ and Dress. 
Mr, Kyrle ww full 5 feet 10 inches, if not 6 feet 
high; strong and lusty made, jolly and ruddy in the 
face, with a large nose, ^William confirms the assertion, 
respecting the plainness of his dress, which was a d^rl^ 
broyrn suit, all the sj^me colour. Mrs. Clarke, of the 
Hill, admits the truth of this remsu-k, she hs^ving often 
dined with Mr# Kyrle, at her brother's table^ at the 
house she then lived in. To use her own words,—* • he 
^* was quite a plain country gentleman.'* 

Employfnents gnd usual Method of spending his Ttme. 

Mr,^ Kyrle was a man that took little or no delight in 
what the world calls coxnpany. All his pleasures seemT 
cd centred in executing or promoting some present good 
or future ad\^antage» Buying and planting young trees, 
laying out walks, and such parts of ornamental garden^ 
jng, were the employnients of his later years, to which 
Pobbs refers. And whpn his own estate did not claim 
his attention, he would ask peririission to render service, 
pf a like kind, to his neighbours. .. With a spade on his 
shoulder, and 9 glass bottle of liquor in his hand, he 
lised to wa^k front his house (late the King*g; Arms), 
to l^is fields, and back again, several times every day ; 
and was always, assisted by two or three, and sometinies 
inore workmen,* according as circumstances required 
Tess or additional aidf I have seen him, he says, thus 
Ijiccoi^tred, add at work, an hundred times, 

t Mr. Kyrle mention* theie men in hi* will, to eaeb of whom he Havei the lum 
•f IWO poundi* Ti)eir namet were Thoma* Beyan, William Difwood. Thorny Jowbir. 
|^a4 Jo\^ Ru£K)rd. William Dobbt knew them all. aitid remarked to me» of the latter 
ll^c^r^r, tl|n l|e went b^ the name ^f *j Itffd Rufford,'* from his impe^uoui temper. 



J 



MAN OF ROSS. 



Anecdote^ related iomehy a Friend.* 

A theatrical company having obtained permission to 
perform in Ross, Mr. Kyrle was induced to attend an 
evening's representation. When the hour arrived, he 
went to the house, handsomely dressed, and asked the 
'door-keeper what was the price of admission? who, 
judging by the appearance of Mr. Kyrle, that he was 
3 person of fortune, informed him, half a crown. Ods 
bud, od3 bud, replied Mr. Kyrle, that is too much, 
and went away home. He then changed his dress, and, 
putting jou the cloaths he usually wore in the fields, 
repaired a second time to the theatre, when, on asking 
the same question, he was answered, * only sixpence 
for afjirmeri' this he immediately paid, and went in. 
As soon as he entered, the audience, who knew him, 
rose from their seats, and made room for Mr. Kyrle to 
take the place he best chose, — but instead of accepting 
the accommodation, he remained at the back part of the 
theatre, desiring the company to be seated, for * he 
never had got two shillings so soon in his life.' 

William's mother kept a very large school in a house 
adjoining th^ churchyard in Ross,- which Mr. Kyrle 
often visited every week, for the purpose of enquiring 
what children were objects of encouragement, and what 

* The late Mr. John Taynton of Ron, whose ancestori, from vrhom he received it, 
Jad often enjoyed a heany Itugh on the relation. Amon{ the many kind contribut«r« 
to this woit, no one took a more lively iptefest in its succen than my friend Mr. 
Taynton. who seldom law or wrote to me, without endeavouring to increase the value 
#f these notices of the Man of Ross. Giatitude claims my public declaration of esteem 
for his memoty,— and tho* he possessed, neither "title, wealth, or power," such were 
his blameless manners, added to his spotless charader, that he retired to the pave 
erowBtd wiA the prayers of evcvy honest sttind in the place of his xttidence« 

of 
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of reproof; those who deserved censure he would roar at 
[having a very strong and rough voice] and exclaim, 
** odsbud, Ods.bud^ but he vi^ould mend them." 

•* Who hung imth WoODS? feV. 
Oii the $6titb side of the Church is laid dowil, throngli 
th^ estate which belonged to Mr. Kyrle, a neat gravd 
path« which stHI retains the name of the person vtb6 
formed it ; and ruhs parallel with the cdurse of the Wye. 
Towdrdir the middle it is carried neirer to the edge of a 
rocrfcy eniineilce, partially clothed with underwood, arid 
shaded with beecih and other tiirtber in a thriving state. 
The tree^ planted by Mr. Kyrfe, wliich had grown t6 
a very fine and large size, have since his death been cut 
down. At the extremity of this Walk is pl^tced a 

SITMMER HOUSE, 

Which affords an agreeable retreat, as well as a pleasing 
view of the river and country. Over the door is a land* 
9cape^ from the side of which issues, out of the cloudsy 
a man's hafnd (a whimsical idea), the fore-finger point- 
ing to a wood opposite. A Latin inscription (now de- 
uced) was added underneath, claimin'g the risrtbr's 
atteiltion to the hand Which planted if. This fainting 
was affixed by Mr. Newman, at thait time a Siirgeori in 
Ross; who rented the Summer House of the jjroj^rietcfi'. 
The building is row going to decay^. and is not opea to 
public itispection: but the vmtor mil not regret lak^ 
walk if he ctonot enter it ; specially if, HketKe Writer, 
he calk to nundv ^* That he treads^ a spot of ground,' 
^ the Virtue of whose owner l^e Muse of Pbpig has 

*^ rendesedrlBimorlak'' 

it 
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It is in extent about a iniite ; and (whidi i^ very plea« 
sant), white gates cooduct the stntoger tbfo* it, witlVDutr 
the help pf enqairy;. The fiel^ fonn the fiinn gt ib6 
Proprietor, Philip JcHies, Esq* 

This is the only place to which the Poet^s Line can« 
with truth, be applied : because the fine wood9 on the 
left are, and were before Mr. Kyrle's time, the pro- 
perty of another family. Mr. Merrick^ in his descrip? 
tion of Bollitree, stiles them ** Proud Penjard's Woods^ 
an epithet which their lofty situatton apd gffand^ppcar- 
ance justly deserve. 

[By tdrs. CLARKE.} 
Tho' this pleasure house 19 generally supposed to have 
been bgiiH by the Man of Ross^ Mrs. Clai;i;e was of a 
4iCrerenA opinion.^ She ioformed l^e writer, that Mr« 
yaindervx)rt Kyrie. erected it, aft^rr the sale of some 
Woods at Dymock; and th^t he placed the'pii^ture 0¥ev 
the door there* The finger, b^ before obsejrvied, points 
to. a Wood opposite; and the motto (now d^faoed^ 

wbiqhW^ SI N9NTWr NON IBJ;,^'' hs4' itUOt} b66fi| 

(^ thee £th^ Woodsje you. (the Summet Hi(HU>e][ had 
nf^ hqm^ there"),, i& a prpi^ of th^ con^eoteiessf <rf hnv 
ifRf9r^»«tiQn,* ^ 

*^DyiDOc1i*wood, citinttedtobfc wortkom hniidred poundta^eiritttrat dxf, ivat 
Mld'b|F>M») VkftdttrMtKyrkvattd^sottr Bj the Mdnof Rosi^WUV ht dhtdHi "the 
*Mmt«rit»«MibtoMti VaiidetvortRyTle<todifch9ite my debtt, Itpclet, znd^fdweTiL 
MpMic€l« I'dahettbforderand'diieAi that the oMit moiklei tiiftt'flHtn ot'mtf be 
iaif«d«brithe.nextiraib«eofipyf»2d w«od» caUeS. DyiMclo?^ iMod^ fliallb^i^ied 
*^itSth2tfifHit^tdoi !ni,aidcof. my pcrfonal/eftBte/* Hcti^e we mif isiiSr; ttet-lifeal !f« 
produce^ tbiiibiiUdtfi^imtere^cd.b^Mr, John Kftle'« heir. ainmbletatkaepSiiiOii 
•ftheabo^.'led9(« 

" Whose 
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♦• W4di# Seats <A^ wflry traveller repose f 

There is only ONE SEAT now remaining in th^ 
Walks; the rest have been wilfully destroyed by loose 
and idle people in passing thro* the grounds,* If ac- 
cepted in any other sense, as Inns were not so numerousi 
^ they are at present^ it must allude to the kind recep- 
tion, and hospitable entertainment, which his goodness 
of heart induced him to shew the stranger who visited 
Eoss. 

" From the dry RoCK who hade the ^ATEfisftow ?'i 

At the West end of the churchyard is a field, enclosed 
with a brick wall, and called 

THE PROSPECT, 

for its beautiful situation: from Avhence you enjoy a 
charming view of the country, and particularly of the 
river, which n^anders, both above and below the 
bridge, thro' meadows of the richest verdure. In the 
centre of this field was a FOUNTAIN, which supplied thd 
near inhabitants with water ; but from its becoming d 
rec^tacle for the carcases of dead animals, it was after* 
wards disused* William describes it a? forming an oval 
of some extent, in proportion to its depth, which was 
near 8 feet, the sides secured with brick, and the bot'^ 

* Mr. John Kfrle appears to have hithly valued hit labour* in tfi«fe fcenef.— , 
from the followring claufe in hi* Will : '* And in ng^xd thereto, I have imptove4 
'* my eftate, by planting fruit and other trees, which areas well ornamental as bene> 
** ficialto the fame. I do hereby order, direA, and defire. that no wilful wafte or 
" deilruAion Ihall be committed thereon, by defacing or cutting down timber tree^, 
'* before they come to their perfedion, or otherwife.— ^the fame having beeti planted 
." by my great care and induAry, for the improvement of the faid premiiet.** 

He woiHd greatly forrow could he fee them in their prefeat flat«, ' 

toiii 



torn paved with fiiKe 9|«re ftones« He does not r^ 
jnember it when ^led with water, but his father h^d 
often mentioned and described it to him. When a boy^ 
he used (o play at marbles in it^ and at last th^ took 
tk^ pavement away to rear the b^Us on, when they 
played at fives in the churchyards tt was filled up in 
the year 1794, so that its memory is pfesehred orAy by 
tradition. 

The writer has been informed^ that the I'eason for' 
sufTerixig th^e fountain to be negl^ted^ origijoated iii 
tjie frequen^t bursting of the pipes, by jjiroiyjng up thei 
\!i^ater such an amazing height^ which occasioned in^nite 
trouble and expence to keep them in repair, A better 
and more convenient method has since been adopted^ 
fcr supplying tile town with this accessary comfort, pf 
life. It U proper fiirther to remark on tb^ foiiutaiiiL 
(as Pope has not explained^ by any Npte, the place to 
wMch his Lines allude}, that the ground it occupied^ 
when viewed from the Wye meadows^ is a • soft sandy 
rock,' and perfectly reconcilable to his ideas^i 

On :the West si«e of itie clof e staads a y^ry handsome 
Sun Dial, on which Mn Kyrle's Arms. are engraved^ 
aMi wiffchput idoidit was placed itbene by him* 

On tlie North and South i^des are haadso)tne gate-" 

Ways, both of which iaere surmounted also with his Arms^ 

but those over the North door have either been taken 

down 4 or destroyed by the barbarous handsi of ignoh* 

ranee : and under them is carved the year in which they 

were erected, 1700. Against the wall^ at the N* W* 

corner, is the following 

H INSCRIF- 



MAR OF ROSS. 

INSCRTPTWN, 

On a square plate of copper, relating to tiie extent of 
the enclosure, and distance froi!n places mentioned. 

Anno Domini 1 700. Tards^ 

* 

1 Ouce about this place, 10 feet from the wall, is 372 

2 A statute, or post mile^ is - - 1760 

3 Five times about this place, is more than a 

mile, by - - - - 100 

5 From Ross Church to Weston Church, is - 4098 

6 Which make two miles and a quarter and 138 
.7 Eleven times about this place, is short of 

Weston Church - - - 6 

8 * * « » » * * ' m * 

9 From Ross Church to Brampton . Church, by 

the One Mill, is - - - 2780 

I o Which make a mile and a half and - . - 1 40 

I I Seven times about this place, ^ is short of 

Brampton Church - - -176 

12 * * * « *"« t m * 

« 

' At the bottom of the plate, on the idft side, are Mr. 
Kyrle's arms j and on the right side, a cypher ; between 
which is the laughable distich, 

•* TraMtsua qumq: voluptas" 

Every one has bis hobby-horse. 

t 

Through Mr. Kyrle's means, a free passage to this 
place was obtained for all people, and for ever. 

" Whose 
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** Whose Causeway parts the vale mth shady Rou)$ ?" ; 

The communication of Hereford and Monmouth with 
Koss, and towns beyond it, being liable to obstruction 
in time of floods, from the lowness of the road on the 
Ross side of Wilton bridge, it became an object of pub- 
He attention to counteract their effects. Aecordingly,. 
Mr. Kyrle, (whose mind seemed ever awake to promote 
the public interest) procured a subscription, and accom- 
plished the purpose, by building a noble Stone Cause- 
way; so that the road is kept constantly open, except 
in cases of very extraordinary freshes, more than one 
or two of which seldom happen in the memory of man ; 
and as the causeway is only passable in cases of neces- 
sity, it will long remain a monument of his zeal in 
promoting the interest and safety of the public at large.- 
It IS kept in repair by the commissioners of the turnpike 
roads. Mr. Kyrle planted a rowof>ilms on each side 
of if, but since his death they have been cut domi. 

" Who taught that Heav'N-DIRECTED SpiRE to riseV- 

The Spire of Ross Church had been three times re-; 
paired in William's memory, twice thro* the accident 
of being blown down : and in 1790, to render it more 
secure." . As the earliest misfortune ; happened about^ 
1730* six years after ^Ir. Kyrle's deathi he cannot ap- 
propriate the Poet's allusion, unless a$imilar fate attend-, 
ed it during Mr, Kyrle's life, which his public spirit 
caused to be restored to its former state. 

THE ELM 

Appears to have been the favorite tree with Mr. Kyrle,* 
if we might judge from the preference he gave it in nil 
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lug |]|imtafeioti!ii { fbr wfeerej-ever we turfa o»r ^es, it 
inarks bts choice, — ^probably from the soil being pecu- 
liarly csdcidated for its growth* The fine rows on tM 
East and West sides of HfiA church "(v^ere plants by bim, 
and are^ WSliam believed, the only trees, \mn»n to hm» 
Ami pkoM hj Uitti which tbe axe has su^ered to retfyainr 
The other sides were equally ornamented by bis taste^ 
but have since been eat dcHvn by srioceeding Rector^ 
TLrmt in those rows which rei»aifi the ntimber ha^ been 
<songiderabIy lesseitedi nor does c^e seem to be t^keiii 
t'b restore th^ lessv 

Corps Cross field, above tlie turnpike leading tp the 
Forest of Dean, w^ planted round with Elms by him|. 
buttheaxet since.his death, visited them with ^raoaedir 
t^ted iqt^tioni^ of violence, andlaid their honours itt 
tliedustp 

♦* Behold the MaRKET-PLACE mth iPoOR overspread f* 

With respect to Mr, Kyrle's alms, iatid weekly distrir 
imtidtl rtf charity, this seems to be the PoiEftfs cnlar^e- 
iDent, As he sjiw no pomp^y at home^ and k^pt btit 
few doinedtic sertanfc^^ the di^tfensdtions from hi$ oWtt 
tekbl^mmt have b^n liirtitted. Willisttn s^s, if any 
|H>or solicited reM at hid^ dodr^ he might give them 
food 0t tmmy^ b«t Uttt that the Market^pla^e^ wsw 
^^ily, 0re«a weekly, filled with objects, whofeuwddd 

their claim on his liberality. H<^ thinks (andprbperly), 
that they were confined toVhal are dfeemedyiiw^fe times^ 
fVkth As Eastert Whitsuntide^ Ch^istmasi^ and other 
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COMMUNICATED BY WM. WYRflALLi JSS&. 

muo WKnitHM mt fedigree. 

Mr, Ryrle urag a man of fragal habits, in life gen^rd 
i«mclu6t of life; but ONE DAY ifn the week tva^ atwavs 
set apart for the reception of hrs relations. Hfs femtly 
and connexions forming a very large circle, — on Thurs- 
day (Mark^sti-day at Ross)« such as attended ahvayff 
madea pomt ofitiniifgat his bouse^ No partioular dis« 
play of goiod living wiis<exhibited on thea(6 ocea»i6ns, 
but an hospitable table was always spread before his 
guests^ to which the}' resorted witliout ceremony, — the 
invitation being, general throughout the year. 

** he feds ym ALMS-HOUSE." 
The Alms-house was founded by the Westfalling. fa- 
mily, near ftoss. Willialn says Mr. Kyrle took no 
notice of the endowment, or its possessors; Weitoust 
therefore attribute the praise to wrong information, for 
tfty rtarr^or would have known something of snch bene- 
Vdlehcef,* if it bad been shewn to the objects here 'men- 
tioned. 

Z enquired of Wiliiatn, — if, when a boy, he had been 
noticed by any act of Mr. Kyrle's kindness ? to which 
he replied in the negative, excepting the instance of a 
loose idoppef coin« to buy hini a cake, or fruit in the 
season: 

^* b thir€ a variam ? enter bui his door^ ' 

^^ BalVd are tke courts^' and contest is no more.*' 

X0 thii^ remark of Mr. Pope^ I am enabkd to lay 
It^fofetfaie reader. tli9 foUowiD|( meni9F«a<itttti r 

Mr. Walter 
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. Mr. WafUr Rcberts^ 

Pray cause on appearance to be entered 

far me in his Majesties High Court of Chancery^ at the smi of 
Duncomb Pyrke^ and others^ for whidt tKs shall be your sujicient 
xj)ttrrantj asxatnessmy hand this 2'jthday'ofjune 1721. 

JOHN KYRLE. 

Teft. William DobUs. 

[Endorsed on the back« *' 27th June 1721 » Mr. Kyrle*s order for Mr. 
** Roberts to appear for him in cuurt« adv. Pyrke and ptheri.*'] 

This memorandum is written on a small piece of 
paper, by Mr. William Dobles, by whom it is witness- 
ed, but signed by the " Man of Ross." 

In addition to the above (tho* not connected ,with the 
subject), I have the following acknowledgment : 

OSoberthe iith^ 1721. 

A Hereby own and acinowledge thai the day and year befori 
mention d the Revd. Mr. Reginald AxJbrey^ Vicar of Ffyy in the 
County of Hereford^ stated his Accounts with me, and I doe hereby 
give a General Discharge to the said Reginal Aubrey of all Debts^, 
Dues^ or Demands whatsoever^ in Witness whereof I have hereunto 
sett my Hand the Day and Tear above xaritten. 

JOHN KYRLE. 

Witnesses hereto. Judith BM. Thomas Woore. 

m 

Mr. Kyrle once wrote a very fine hand, but these 

little documents are signed towards the close of^iiis life, 

when his hand grew weak and -tremulous. Judith Butb 

was his relation and housekeeper, — Thos. Woore was his 

servant, 
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servant. They were given to me by my friend, Mr. 
William Jhlooper, attorney, Ross, — ^whose kindness not 
only for the success of this work, but ado in every 
other instance in which he could promote the writer's 
interest, has been sbevrn for many years with the purest 
and most active liberality. . 

** T'hiiman possesM FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS A YEAR/' 

Mr. Kyrle's estate was estimated at three hundred 
pounds a year in HIS lifetime, as the writer hath been 
informed ; but if valued as landed property is NOW let, 
it would produce near a thousand per annum: . 

MR. KYRLE s 

., . JDEATM, 

LYING IN STATE, AND FUNERAL. 

& Having appropriated the Praiie of Mr, Pope, af far as Dobbt'i knowledge and the 
Writer's pwn Qbs^TvMion* would ena^e him, hepaoceedi to lay before thf Eeader 
the particulars of Mr. Kfrle's. Death* .ai^d also oftlie Family who succeeded to his 

Estate. 
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ITH a constitution naturally good, and a life 
passed in the regular enjoyment of pleasures, drawn 
from the calmest, purest; and sweetest sources, we trace 
him to an extent of years, beyond the general lot of 
mankind. 

Mr. Kyrle lay ill about a fortnight before he died, 

but not with any particular visitation of Providence, — it 

was a gradual decay of Nature. .. 

Soon 



MAN OP R'OfiS. 



♦^ 



Soon ^ifeer Ms 4eath ovas Made, public, tJbui BaDY tA't 
IN STAT]^4 Qt his 0wn ^0iise« for N]N£ DAY6. DOfifiS 
thus d^9ci4b6s the ceremony. The rocm approprii^ted 
^ ks reception was the parlour, on the rigfht hand ^de 
of #hdt was tlK} kitct^eii; w^hieh was hun^' -with biadk 
cloth, and lighted with wax. The cxirpBe was placed 
ip the centre, covered with a black velvet pall, ,ai)d at 
each end of the coffin was placed a irmte ; but no person 
was permitted to approach very near, — or to lift up the 
I pail, to see in what wood or substance the body was 
inclosed. People came from all parts, bodi far and 
near, to view him lie in state, — never having heard of 
or seen such a ceremony before in their lives.* He 
could not justly call to mind in what manner his remains 
were conveyed to ,tjie grgv^ but iHflieved on men's 
shoulders. Public respect contjiiued its attention to the 
very last moment — ^the church as well as the chancel 
being £tlfedwith speetaiars. . ^ "Witliatit was there pre-^ 
*' ^at m *be jchaoci^, and heard tte Service read pver 
^^ him, which was peifopfiled by the ileveffead Dr* 
*' Morgan, then Rector of Boss.** 

Public Opirion of Mr. Kyti^k CkaraSUr after his De^k^ 
On imquiry, if the ioti^hitAOt^ expressed tbe'^r ^ty^epi, 
^ «oii^ into moumkftgt he <9l99ef f^ ^' Tbatlhe tGVf^ 
*'- /did 4iQt mmk^ ito v^&^X^ l>y wy ^scterngl imrj^y ^r 
^^ fihsiftge ^ dross, but lamped ia 9 ^en^rd .sXmn ^ 
*^ sorrow, that it would never again see. spgood 9 
•* man, !" 

* Several frJie^fit Ip Rom h9ve ponlimed the Vfoxh of xW inte^qgefpe. Tbey um^^ 

the writer, that (luch was the noveltf of these funeral rites) many of tfaeir tncettors 

caxae more than tweatf milesb t» wHmw 4M« lii* tvij^ie^ xmfftA^ Ht» Kyvle. 

ilnrf, 
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Ad what no Monument, Inscription, Stoi^e! 

Mr. Kyrle being buried near the Altar^ it was ne* 
cessary inunediately to relay the pavement Which had 
been taken up for his interment, on account of keeping 
the chancel in proper order against the tirtie of admi^ 
uistring the Sacrament* And as the present stone 
wliich covers his remains was not laid down till a year 
after hlsdekth, the Poet might be allowed^ with reason^ 
to express his surprise at such neglect of his memory^ 
When his actions, while living, had been marked as 
*^ an epitomfe of the moral virtues*" 

SUCCESSORS 

to TUft 

*' MAN OF moss;* 




R. Walter Kyrle (the Mail of Rosses brother) * 
being born an ideot^ — and Mr. John Kyrle dying a 
batchelor, he left his estate to his nearest relation^ 

MR. VANDERVORT KYRLE,* 

AND HIS HEIRS MALE* ' 

* His Will oeari date the nth day of August 17a i, wherein he it called " bis 
" esteemed and well-beloved kinsman, son of Thomas Kyrle, o£ the kingdom of 
" Ireland, gent." The inhabitants of Ross thought him his Cousi v. By the pe-> 
«aigree, he appears to have been a descendant of •* Sir J^ines Ityrle, Of the littg- 
'/ dom «f Irelatid, knt." (fifth son of Thomas of Walford Coiirt),*who was twice 
Carried, had issue by each marriage, ind was living in 1683, *" 

i By 
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By his marriage with Frances, " daughter and lieir 
" of Edward Jooes, late of the city of Hereford, con- 
'* fcictioner, deceased," he had two sons, Robert and 
** Walter, and a daughter, Elizabeth. On the demise 
of the father, the estate was left to his eldest son and his 
heirs male. He dying issueless, then to Walter and his 
heirs male; but on the failing of male issue in him, 
then to the heirs, mak or female^ of Elizabeth, married 
to Mr. John Weale, of Ockington, in the county of 
Hereford. But, from a flaw in the will, Mr. Robert 
Kyrle cut off the intail,* and made it a jointure to his 
wife and daughter, whose descendants now enjoy it. 

» 

By niiarriage 6f ^rd), the female heir of Mr. Robert 
Kyrle, with Mr, William Hcitcheson, who had an only 
daughter, Ann, mstrried to 

PHILIP JONE&, ESa. ROSS, 

The Kyrle esstates ate now become hiy property. 



Mr. Vandervort Kyrle enjoyed the estate but three 
years; and v^ith him died his ih^mory. 

Tb hirti succeeded his eldest son Rd1>ert. He lived 
single for some time, tl^eri weht to Bristol, where he 
married and settled,^ and never aft^r made Ross his 

r 

* Rcajona, assigned \>j Mrs. Clakke» of the Hill, which enabled Mr. Robikt 

KTft£i to cat ofFthe Intail. 

ComnraiiiCated person any by Mi's. CLARItE to C. HtATH. 

'* A great part of the Man< of Roiis*s estates were COPYHOLD :->these he shmild 

** have passed in Court, for the purposes of his WILL, at the tiin« he settled his iv 

*' tentioDf, according to the Custom of the Manor. By negled of this form, Mr* 

'* Robert KyrleU family became possessed of them for ever.*' 

resi- 
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residence for a longer timo than a visit ; — hat whom or 
what the lad/s name was^ William Dobbs ivever heard 
mention. 

Mr. WaJter Kyrle then became tenant to the house, 
but being a single man, jie let it to his neighbour, Mr. 
Joseph Prosser, who kept a sadler's shop adjoining on 
the left hand. Mr. Prosser immediately converted it 
into an Inn, and gav n it the name of 

THE KING'S ARMS, 

for uhich purpose it long continued, with the mfimin{i^j 

a^ded by a succeeding laafllord, 

" THE MAN 4>f IIOSSV* lilOUSE. 

Mr. Prosser lived in it only four years ; during which 
time Mr. Walter Kyrle boarded with him, and whan 
Ml*. Prosser .died married hi«, widow. Mr. Walter 
Kyrle continued tlie Inn for some time from ,his marri- 
age; but afterwards left it. and let it to anothci^ 
person, and retired to live in 0{d Town street, 
where he ended his days. 

It appears, that the Man of Ross was very desirous 
for the continuance of his Name,— *foi:» by bis will, he 
decrees, in the event of the failure of issue male, the 
person marrying into the female line should always take 
and use that of KYRUE,-^but in this gentleman term^- 
natedT the male issue of the family. 
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■ 

Part of the garden belonging to the house, wa4 
converted into a bowling-green by Mr, Walter Kyrle. 
The Man of Ross took great delight io horticulture, 
and kept his garden in fine order. Had he been living 
(says my narrator, sliaking his head), ** it would never 
** have been made a bo wlingr green ^ 

The house continued for many years as an Inn, — ^till 
it proving an unsuccessful concern to the last opgupiert 
it was finally closed as a place of public accommoda- 
tion, and has since become the residence of John Stratr 
fordC5ollins, esq, who owns the property, by purchase 
of it from the late Mr. Kyrle Hutchenson. 

The stables and out-buildings have lately been con- 
verted into shambles and other n^efu} purposes for tbo 
public iparket day, 

** Despairing Quacks with curses fled the place^ * 

^' And VILE AttoRNIES, now an useless race.'* 

The Man of Ross being (in the language of Shal^er 
ppear) called to 

<* That bourn ffom whence no traveller retamt/* 

the inhabitants, with the liberality of true patriots, have 
recalled to their respective residences the Son$ of Law 
and Physic, whom the Poet in his anger had con- 
signee} to banishment; who, despising the hasty epithets 
attached to their Professions, as not applicable to their 
cliaracters, add *m ornament, as Well as public good, 
to the society of the Ifown pf which they are now mem- 
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1. 1 N E §» 

- * WRITTEN AT 

THE KING'S ARMS, ROSS, 

FOKMERtY THE HOUSE OF THE 

MAJS' OF MOSS. 

-til ERE dCveltthe ** Man of Ross!" O Traveller, 

hear, , 

Departed Merit claims a reverent tear ! 
Friend lo the friendless, to the sick man health. 
With gei/roiis joy he view'd his modest wealth; 
He heard the widow's heav'n-breath'd prayer of praise! 
He mark'd the shelte/d orphan's tearful gaze I 
And, o'er the dowry'd virgin's snowy cheek, 
Badel^ridal love sr.ffuse its blushes meek! 
Beneath this roof, if thy cheer'd moments pass. 
Fill to the Good Man's Name one grateful Glass ! 
To higher zest sh^ll Memory wake thy soul, 
And Virtue mingle in ttf ennobled bowl. 
But if, like me, thro* life's distressful scene. 
Lonely and sad thy pilgrimage hath been i 
And if> thy breast with heart-sick- anguish frnught. 
Thou journiest onward tempest-tost in thought. 
Here cheat thy cares, in gen'rous visions iftelt. 
And dream of Goodness thou hast never felt. 



The 
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THE FOLLOWING 

JLETTEM, 

WRITTEN «Y THE MAN Of ROSS« 

T'Ae OriginMl of which is in wy Possession^ 

Wto given to me by Philip Meakins Hardwick, esq. 
of Monmoutby bs a mark of his good wishes fpr the 

interest of these pages. 

JL Lately undertood thai you taere inform* d 
that I did speaie seurtiious words refkSing on you^ at which Iwfs 
very much surpris'dj knowing that twas much against my tkoij^kts 
and inclination so to doe. I could not imagin from whenct such 
report should proceed; at length I cjalld to mind that sona gentlemen 
£ning tjinth me (amongst other ^scour^ej it um t(dk't of s<f^» that 
had good estates and did not make use of them ; and I reraeaher 
I sed^ that I knew no difference ietween a man of an estate that stUl 
made it his business to be richer and richer^ or a man of a smalkr 
estate and made me. of it ^ or xaords to tUs purpose : and J remendfer 
toe had afterwards some occasions cf ^Aixig of you^ l(ut cannot 
say^ or think that this discourse wc^ applied to ymi butifAe it that 
it was^ Jam sure Ispoak no.hwrt^ for I think Jshcmld do very ill 
to speak against one that did nqt desjerve it ofme^ especially ag,ai9St 
yourself from whom I have x^ceived Mn^nesses; and then agaifh 
if I should be so base as, to raile at you undeservedly behind ycfir 
back^ certainly I had been a mad man so to doe in presence (if a 
person that I very uy// knew xfias like to be neare related to you; 
so I am sure that if the report that was given you was any more 
then as before mention% certaMythe Hule Spark en the top qfthe 
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Kit invented it Idmsdfe fas by report he is good at J tjJiith fiMlf 
justifie. ^ Merchant Pye had been aUve and t had said so muck 
ofhim^ he had but taught at il, and me^ for talking so podigaUy^ 
in running dotmgood hubandrj^ xahich he loudi for he often sed^ 
Agt he xaoiid have every ant thai sold his estate qfier to be hangfd^ 
therefore pray do not harbour any thing against mt on tiis aacoum^ 
for on my sahaAon there is nothing in tV, being I iBd abaaies^ 
Jesire appear 

Tour Friend^ and hanbk Settmt^ 

Ifcnn Uvy^. 
Ross this 'jih qf February I TO ^. 

. iiD&fr£SSc& efH >rHii rcLD| 

For Mr. Geotge Scudamore^ 

at Blackbrookey 

ihett 
Monmouthshire, 




The letter is written in* a vety good eharacteh, ^hA^ 
coiisidering th€ lapi^e of time, is in fine pfireservafkion. 

On shewing this letter to a gentleman of taste and 

forttme from Bathf-^with another, wrkteH' to me f>y 

the Mmtiat Hero of tie MK thttirking me fof what his 

Lordship was pleased to deem ^* my Am$ion» to him and 

hit JHMb iahen at Mon^iMtttf, he declared hmiself so mii€h 

graiifiiKl by the pernsal, as alone to reward him lor the 

joumeyi had it not been accompanied with any other 

I^totrta. The owne^ considers them abore ali fie^ni* 

ary tfiht^ 

MR. 
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MR. KYRLE's CHAIR. 
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GURIOU& Chair is pres^erved in Rospi rfiid to be 
that which Mr. Kyrle sat in when lie retired to the? 
Summer housei before mentioned i but as it remains a 
matter of doubt, whether or not he erected tlie buildings 
the reader will dttachwhat credit to it he pleases. Tlie 
following is its history : 

At tlie time this place was rented by Mr. Newman^ 
a Benefit Club was establishing at Mr. TaVNTON^ 
the Fountain, in Ross ; who, considering the mem- 
• bers, in their corporate capacity, as employed in ^ the 
same benevolent actions as its former ownef^ made a 
present of it to the society. 

To attempt a description would far exceed the abili- 
ties of the writer; nor does he think any chair- maker 
could do it justice, unless he called some artist from 
the shades ^ of Westminster Abbey, to aid his efxpla* 
nation. 

Whether it wanted a cushion, to render the seat easy* 
or some other inducement, — the gift ivas not regarded 
in the most favourable light, for in a short time after 
it was turned out of the club room, being considered 
as a piece of lumber, in which neglected state it lay for 
some years, and was at last ordered to be burnt. But 
two succeeding stewards wishing to preserve it, caused it 
to be painted ; and further to bespeak the purposes for 

which. 
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li^hich it wa§ intended, a cabinet-maker formed a cres^ 
cent, or circular mouldings for the top,' on whi^h has 
been painted 

- ROSS FRIENDLY SOCIETY^' 

It now occupies the upper end of a spacious dubrodm, 
at the Nag's Head inn^ and is clairtied bjr the president 
as his seat during the hoiirs of meeting. It stands five 
feet two inches high, the pinacle included,^ is two feet 
nine inches broad, and is worthy the traveller's notice,* 
as a curious specimen of the furniture of that day. 

Description of a larg£ 

Silver tankard, 

GIVE^r TO BALIOL COLLEGE, OXFORD, Bt THE 

"MAN OF ROSS."- 



A 



Visit to Oxford enabled me to* inspect thii^ present 
to Baliol College,; — of which I was informed by Mr.* 
Wyriiall, who furnished me with the family pedigree, 
It is composed intirely of massy silver, — weighing five 
pounds one ounce ; contains five pints of liquor^ and 
stands ten inches high ;-^the body is supported by three 
feet, each bearing the figure of a lion couchant, the 
handle formed by the figure of a dolphin, and the cover 
lifted up by Mt. Kyrle's crest, a large hedgehog. On- 
the top of the cover is engraved the' Arms of Baliol 
college ; in the centre of the body, the Arms of the 
4onor f above which is the following inscription : 
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*• POCULUM CHARITATIS.'' 

Underneath them is this Memorandum : 
** Ex dono Johanms Kyrle^ de Rosse^ in agro Herefordlens. ei 

hgus CoUegn Sode CommensqUsJ* 

[The Gift of John Kyrle, of Boss, in the County of HeFefonl» 
, Gentleman Commoner of this Society.} 

It is placed under the care of the butler to the col- 
lege, who said, it was always produced at table when 
any native of Herefordshire favored the society with 
their company. The engraver has been guilty of a 
great oipissioUf by neglecting to insert the date of the 
year in which it was presented. 
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A H E ^ Church of Ross is situated on the south-west 
side of the town ; and from occupying such a commaad* 
ing eminence, it becomes an interesting object to the 
surrounding country. The churchyard is nearly an 
acre of ground in extent (which the church divides in 
the centre) enclosed within a brick wall, and round it 
is a spacious gravel walk, the four sides of which are 
planted with elms, by the hands of the Man of Ross, — 
but owing to their decayed state, marty of them have . 
been cut down, to prevent injury by their falling. Its 
towering spire rising among these fine trees, gives it a 

peculiarly elegant and picturesque appearance. 

It 



ROSS CHURCH. 

It consists of a nave and two side islesi with a lofty 
vaulted and ceiled roof (supported by foiir well propor* 
tinned doric pillars), besides the chancel, measuring 
fifty yards long by thirty wide^ and possesses, from its 
neatness and nu>uumental record, h claim to the stran- 
ger's notice* 



KYRLF/s MONUMENT, 



AGAINST THE NORTH W/.LI. OF THE CHANC£L. 

Mr. Pope has added the following Note to his Lines 
on Mr, Kyrle: ** The person Iiere celebrated, who 
" with a small estate actually performed all these good 
*' works and whose true name was almost lost (partly 
** by the title of the Man of Ross, given him by way of 
*' eminence,' and partly by being l^uried without so 
*Vmuch as an Inscription) was called Mr. John Kyrle. 
** He died in the year 1724, aged 90, and lyes interred 
*' in the chancel of Ross church, in the county of 
" Hereford." 



If the Wrker cannot eonfina the assertion of Mr. 
PopE^ that he was Jt)uri^l 

" IWlAoara MONUMENT, INSCRIPTION, STONE!" 

it was not till the year 1776 that iapfoper tribqfte of re- 
spect was paid to his memory; at which tkne, Lady 
Betty Duplin left a sum of mouey, chargeable on 
her estates, *now the property of W» Money, esq* for 
that purpose : in consequence of which, a very liand- 
some monumeut was in tiiat year ejected, against the 
north wall of the chaaicel, tl^e workmanship of Mr. 
Margbi Statuary, in Bristol. 
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It is of a pyramidical form ; the tablet of blacl^, the 
upper part of beautiful variegated marble. At the top 
is a fine bust, in relievo, of Mr. Kyrle ; below it, three 
figures also in the sapcie taste, that on the left hand hold- 
ing a cornucopia reversed ; which may be the symbol 
of Benevolence, or Charirity dispensing Plenty : at the 
botton(L are his arms^ with t)ie motto *' virtute jiT 
FIDE." 

Pn the TcAkt is tfus simpk hscriptiony in g<M letter i : 

This 

MONUMENT 

was Erected 

in Memory of 

MB. JOHN KYRLE, 

commonly called 

I The MAN of ROSS. 

Very considerable doubts ^ve entertjained in Ross, 
j-especting the truth or fallacy of Mr. Pope's remark, 
VIZ. ** That Mn Kyrle was buried without the least 
^* memorial being placed oyer his remains." Mr. Dela- 
bay, the present Clerk, says, that his predecessor Mr. 
Hardwick informed him (and no person's testimony 
would be received with greater respect, not only from 
filling a responsible situation in the town himself, but 
becai»e his father was a native of Ross,—- resided in it all 
,his life,— -knew Mr. Kyrle perfectly well,— rand had re- 
lated to bis son many anecdotes respecting him), — that 
the only monumental record to Mr. Kyrle's memory was 

A FLAT STONE, with the INITIALS OF HIS NAME. 

William Dobbs, who was present at the coyiversation. 
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«r 

and whose advanced age [84] as well as having spent 
liis life in Rosp, intitles him to equal credit, persisted in 
his former declaration, Au opinion in favor nf Mr. 
Hardwick's information w^vs declared hy ^ friend, be- 
cause the shai^pness of the chisel, and form of the letters, 
arc .c-onvincing m^rks th^t they are of tjie date of very- 
late years. 

The writer bows with deference to superior judgment, 
—but adds. That though there is an appearance of unii- 
formity in the Inscription, it ought not to lead to an 
actual decision, because Mr. James Prosser of th6 
King's Head, ordered to be addied, at his own expenco, 
the name of Mrs. Wpale^ 

Fronn the Bust which surmounts this inscription, the 
writer isf of opinion, that a mucl^ juster idea maybe 
formed of Mr. Kyrle's countenance, than from any of 
the Pictures before mentioned, if Mr. Marsh took the 
cast from any authority then in being; which is more 
than we at present know of. 

The statuary (who was living when this work was 
put to press), was a native of Ross, — therefore we may 
reasonably suppose, as well from the respectable cha- 
racter who employed him, that the representation in 
question is not the creation of fancy* 

The whole of the monument is in the finest preserv- 
tion. 



The 
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T'he fcBomng INSCRIPTION is on the Stone wider xdkh 

ike KYRLE fmily lie inUrred. 

John KyrU^ Esq. died Nov. 7, 1774, aged 88. 
Vand. KyrU^ Esq. died October 5, 1727, ag^'d55. 
Robert Kyrk^ Esq, died March 13, 1736, aged 31^ 
Mrs. Frances Kyrle^ died February g, 1744, aged 67. 

Mr. Walter KyrU, died January 14, 1775, aged 70 years. 

Mrs. Elizcieth Weale^ died 23d March 1 779, aged 75 years. 

ARMS.-— A chevron, between three •fieur dc lys, — a crescent of the 
second for a difference.-*CR£STy A hedgehog. 

Over the Chancel door. 

m 

Sacred to the memory of John^Newton, professor 
of sacred theology, who immediately after the Resto- 
ration of King Charles (as a reward' for his piety and 
loyalty), was appointed by the archbishop's commissary 
to the Vicarage of Ross, on the 27th of July 1660. 
Which Vicarage, on account of large returns being at 
that time required from this place, was exceedingly 
burthened and oppressed; Newton, therefore, tho' at 
first he stood alone, nobly devoted hiniself to its exigen- 

' cies and relief; — finally obtaining this benefice, together 
with his chapels of Weston and Brampton, to be created 
and ordainec^ Rectorial ; which alteration was fully con- 
firmed bylaw at Westminster 1671. In remembrance 
of whosevbenefections, this table (Newton being boried 
exactly opposite this spot), is hung up, in the year of 
our Lord i735« This liberal and skilful man departed 
this life the 24th of December 1678, aged 56 years. 
[The printer deemed this Momuoeut too honorable to be omitted.] 

Agdnst 
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Agaimt the South side of the chancel taaU: 
Monument of variegated marble, — on a white taUifiC t 

ELIZABETHA 
Hagonis Morgan Ecdesia hujus Rectoris Conjux 
et Jacobi Edwards de Dilwyn, Gen. Filix et Haeres 
Obiit Die Aug- XVL A; D. M,DCG,LXXXUI^ 

i£tatissuae XXV. 

Virtutem sublatam ex occulis laudr prosequi ' 

Solenne est. At vale Elizabetha tuumque 
Nomen solunimodo marmop hoc^ cQixxmemoret^ 
Neque enim est ut possit eloqui par aliquid dignmnque 
Aut tui laudibus, aut mariti desiderio; 
— Vale conj ux carissima, amantissima ! 
Al tpamio winus est cum atkris versari quam tm numm$se'! 

ON AN URN; 

Conjoigi opt. de se merits ponendism curapvit^ H« Mv 

TRANSLATION; 

Elizabeth, wife of Hugh Morgan, rector of this churchy 

daughter and heiress of* James Edwards, ofEKlwyn; gent. 

died August i6, 1783, in the a5fh ye^ of her age. . 

To treat of worth immortal, snatch'd frc»n mortal eyes, 

h the customary trihae of affedion ; 

But I — farewell, liiy Elizabeth ! and permit* 

This marbk sioaply to record thy name I 

Far neither can it be that languagie hokjb 

A pow'r subHmdy equal to thy praise^ 

Or to thy husband^ eVef high esteem. 

— rMost lovely, most beloved, wife, farewell • 

i4A, how supinely vcdn.reTnainwg joy s^ 

When vdth the memory of thee compared! 
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At the 'upi>er end of the church, near the vviiiclosf 
trhich looks eastward, are very superb monimients, en- 
closed within iron railj^, to the memory of the Rudhalf 
family^ of Rudhall, two miles distant to the north-east of 
Ross. The name is now extinct, but the estate is be* 
come the property of l^hilip Westfalling, es<j: by mar- 
riage, and by taking upon him the family name. 

On tl)<5 left h&nd. Two whole length rectimbent 
figures, maile tod female, resting oh an ill tar tomb of 
white marble, — the man habited in the dress of a reli- 
gious ? (from his be^ds hanging down before him), the 
lady in the di'ess of the tiiiieis, their hands in the attitude 
of prayer, — and on the sides of the tomb are subjects 

• • • • " 

from the New Testament, with figures of the Apostles, 
&c the whole in fine preservation. In a recess of the 
w^atl, to which the foot of the monument adjoins^ vi^^re 
placed some figures (now destroyed)^ as the desk before 

which thiey were praying still remains, and underneath 

* ... 

are other effigies, kneeling, with the addition of their 
one son and seven daughters. At the top of the recess 
is a blue slaty stone, which Sears the following Inscrip-^ 
tion^ in capital letters i 

IranslaUony — ^tke original in Latin : 

** Wililam RudJ^all, great grandson of the Sergeant at Law who lies near 
'* here, begot of Margaret (th^ daughter of the right honorable Jam^ 
'* Croft; knight, privy counsellqr and cotbptfoUer of the household to 
'* Queen Elizabeth)i four sons and thirteen daughters ; — ^two. sons and 
•• seven daughters survive him. With faith in God, aflFcdion towards the 
*' ministers of the Divine Word, love to his country, charity to the poor, 
'' and singular equity towards ^\[f he piously lived, and tranquilly died, 
'* the 2 1 St of August 1709, in the^5th year of his age. 

*' Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord. 

Abovfl^ 
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Above the recess, — on the same i^one, is a shield^ 
with twelve difFerent coats,— The Ocest^ a dexter hand 
couped at the wrist^ grasping a buncU o£ tulips and 
rose?* 

JSi thif milt €ip the riglU cf this monument^ is a stone^ 
reeording bra^cU^ of the same family:. 

On the rights and neat the fre€e£ng: 
On a slab of black marble, are the effigies, male ^nd 
Female^ of another part of the Rudhall family. The maii, 
is habited in the dress of a soldier in armour^ — ^thelady 
ia the dressiof the tii|nes t holding each other's hand, their 
beads supported by tasselled cushions* Nothing can 
B^ce^cl tUe elegance with which this monument is ex* 
seated- Th^. ^gures ace of white marble, and such i$ 
tbe |ajl>our bestowed on them, that every minuti^ie of 
thair dress clAcms. attention^ Round the sides of it are 
%u!rs ia dafferent attitudes, in whose countenances the 
slatoary ha& thrown uncommon spirit. Westminster Aihey 
^^lU not contmn a rkker ^ort of Sculpture^ of the same age :^ than 
the monujnentxae have here noticed. 

Round the exergue, and at the West end of the tomb, 
are Latin inscriptions, to the memory of the characters 
who lie beneath. 

Between the Uao monuments: 
On a pedestal a fine whole length upright figure^ of 
white marble, habited in the dress of a Roman soldier* 
his shield bearing the arms of Rudhall, of which family 
he was a part. Round the capital of the pedestal is an 
inscription, in Latin, of whicb the following is a 

L TRANS- 
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TRANSLATION: 

** To the ashes of William Rudfhall, of Rudhall, esq. 
** the LAST heir of the very illustrious and not less an- 
** cient family of Kudhallf which he adorned, Mary 
** SuroHf spinster, erected this monument, in token of 
" her duty and affection. He died the aist of Septem- 
" ber^ in the year of Christ 1651.' 



. M 



Marly persons, when looking at this figure, have ac- 
cused the statuary of ignorance, by placing the warrior's 
sword on his RIGHT side ; while others have excused 
him, by observing, that it is there placed in order to 
shew that the male branch of the familv became extinct 
in his person. But, to correct such criticism, and give 
a proper reason, the Romans wore their shields on the 
left, and swords on their right sides. Therefore, to pre- 
serve what artists deem the costume, or character of the 
figure, the statuary shewed, his good sense in assigning 
the sword to its present situation. The barbarous hands 
of ignorance have considerably defaced the original 
beauty of this and the adjoining monument, though care 
has preserved the fractured pieces. The arms of this 
man are badly executed, being too thin for so large a 
figure as is here represented. See Kennet's ** Roman 
Antiquities." 

The Living of Ross is now a very valuable Rectory. 

The present Incumbent is the Rev. - - - Underwood, 

who resides in the town. 



Mb. 



MR, SCOTTs CHARITY, 




R- WALTER SCOTT, a native of Ross, having, by 
successful application to business in London, acquired a 
baodscMiie fortune, — he, towards the close of his life, 
made a visit to the place of his birth; and finding the 
school^ where he was first taught to read, in a declining 
state, resolved on giving it effectual support. He kept 
his word ; for, when he died, which happened soon 
after this promise, he left the interest of six thousand 
pounds, chargeable on his estate for ever,- for the erec- 
tion of the school house, and the cloalhing and educa« 
lion of thirty poor boys and twenty girls, children of 
the inhabitants of this town ; — which building has been 
completed, and the charity is now under such manage- 
ment, that future generations may ** lispe the name of 
Scott*' with equal gratitude as before Kyrle. 

Great events are often produced from trifling causes, 
and in none do they shine more conspicuous than in the 
following: — Mr, Scott had, when young (like other 
boys), taken some pears from a garden, without think- 
ing it a crime in so doing. Being seen eating of them 
in the town, by a man who guessed from whence they 
came, he was told by him, ** that he would be hanged 
iffouodout," Terrified at the observation, he instant- 
ly left Ross and vvent to LKjndon, where by honest and 
well directed industryi he acquired the fortune, which ^ 
enabled him to found the Charity that bears his name. 

Walcoriki 
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Jl\bout three miles from Ross is Walford,-i-which 
{according to the Pedigree)^ was the original residence 
of the Man of Ross's ancestors. It is situated in a beau- 
tiful and fertile plain, — hounded on the west and south 
west by the Wye; on the east and north east by a ridge 
of highland; most agreeably diversified, from one ex- 
tremity to the other, by little inclosures of wood, orch* 
arding, and corn fields ; and terminating in the solemn 
majestic umbrage of Penyard. 

THE LATE 

. MRS. CLARKE s HOUSE, 

OF THE HILL I 

So named from its situation,,-— being placed on a gehtle 
elevation on the shore of the river Wye. The mansion 
is a handsome modern brick building, surrounded by 
fine gardens and demesne lands, in the midst of a coun- 
try abounding in the highest degree with every comfort 
that can gladas. life. 

The writer y^rould be guilty of a great want of resiiecrt 
to the memory of Mrs. Glarke, if he were to p3^ niino-; 
ticed her very flattering ••civilities. "Wlifeti introduced, 
and the pttrport of the visit explained, she; With the ut- 
most readiness^ laid the Kyrle pedigree bfefort hltii, With 
what other family papers she thought most likely to 

advance 
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advance the interest of tliese pd^es;— extracts from which 
are given in their proper places. 

This I^a<1y, sole survivor of her ancient family, thrf 
then [1799] ni her eighty-fourth year, did the honors 
of the table, at which a company of eleven persons sat 
down to dinner ; and when the festivities were removed^ 
she related a few anecdotes, confimiino: the informs!- 
tion given by William Dobbs. Slie w ell remembered 
Mr. John Kyrlci having often dined with him; though 
then a little girl, in the house she then resided, — de- 
scribed him as a plain country gentleman^ whose dresf 
at table was always a dark brown suit of cloathSi-— but 
was too young to be much acquainted with his general 
habits of life. 

In the course of this conversation, I made particular 
inquiries, whether she had ever heard any conjeSwres offered xmtk 
respeQ to the motives for Mr. Popei panegeric on the Man of 
Rois ? to which she replied in the negative ; nor h^fve I 
been able to obtain, from any well informed friend^ 
such satisfoQory information as to induce jne to lay it before 
tie Public. 

By the death of Mrs. Clarke, wWch evetit took placd 
in 1806, her estates becamie, by will, the property of 
Kingsmill Evans, esq>- of the First Regiment of Foot 
Guards, son of the late Colonel K. Evans, of the same 
Corps, who^ so honorably Ibi^t His life from a wound he 
received at the iuenfiordbre battle of Lihcelles in Flan- 
ders,— by whose faniily I had the pleasiare of being iii- 
trbdiiced at the HlLl^ and to wKdrn I beg to express 
rily sincerest obligSition^, 

WALrORO 
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WALFORD COURT. 

ON the north side of the churchyard, — separated 
from it only by a small field and the public road, — 
stands the Manor House, a grand and spacious stone 
edifice when in its splendor, surrounded by a stone wall 
eight feet high^ nearly a mile in circumference. By 
the marriage of Mrs. CLARKE'S ancestor?, of the HiLL, 
with the Kyrle family, the estates belonging to them 
became her property. This lady inheriting, by the 
above marriage, her late charming residence at the 
Hill, — Walford Court is let to Mr. Green, who farms 
the estate. 

Under such circumstances, no wonder it shares in the 
general fate of these mansions. Too extensive for the 
purposes of a farmer, a consideraWe part has been taken 
down, and even now much might be reduced, to render 
it comfortable to such situations in life. In erecting 
this building, the proprietor seems to have looked with 
an imitative eye on Goodrich Castle; for though. he 
could not command . its lofty situation, he has equalled 
it in the extent of ground it occupies. But, alas ! both 
the one and the other now tell us ** how vain and un- 
certain are the distinctions of this life." 

# 

THE CHURCH 

Is a neat edifice, consisting of two isles, with a spacious 
chancel, and measures 30 yards long, by 14 wide. An 
isle or wing of this church is still distinguished by the 
name of " Kyrle's Chapel," and (on the most respecta- 
ble authority), was undoubtedly a place of worship 

erected 
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erected by, and appropriated to the use of, that family, 
before the parochial church had any existence* It is 
rather singular, that the Tower should be placed on one 
side of the church, instead of the West end or centre of 
the edifice, as is usual. In proceeding down the Wye, 
or from any of the neighbouring heights, the light shin- 
gly Spire of this church has a very pleasing and tasteful 
appearance. 

Some flat stones record the memories of the Kyrle 
family, — but there are not any ancient monuments to 
claim the strangcr^s attention. 

The Living of Walford, a Vicarage, is said to be 
worth about eighty pounds per annum. The present 

incumbent is the Rev* Beetson, who resides in a 

neat parsonage house a few hundred yards from the 
church. He also holds the Vicarage of Hope Mansel, 
a small adjoining parish. 



The foot, or near^ road, as it is called, from Ross to 
Goodrich, is carried along a ridge of high ground, runn- 
ing parallel with the river Wye, through part of the 
parish of Walford ; and combines such rich and varied 

scenery in the distance of three miles, as to render it a 
walk of unspeakable pleasure. Penyard, Goodrich cas- 
tle, the country west of Ross, unite, with the most 
luxuriant fields of com and pasture, to charm the 
eye, from one extremity of the path to the other. The 
kingdom does not possess a more fertile district in such 
a space of country* . 

Wilton. 
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liTON is. a small Hamlet, in the parish of 
BrIDESTOW, about half a mile to the westward of Rosa, 
from which it is separated by the river Wye, — and 
through it runs the turnpike road leading to Hereford 

and Monmouth, at the extremity of which it divides at 

• 

different angles for those places. It might properly be 
called tl^ WAY or WHA^F to Rosp, by Curnjshing a conr 
yenient acpammodation for the shipping an^ lamdine of 
pods sf nt up 8^nd dowa the river. The ^^^riaius pjf the 
!af|Ie^ ar^ ppn verted into a.d>vel)in^ house, 

THE CASTLE. 

Wilton Castle was the chief seat of the Barony 

of the Greys of this place, by the marriage of Reginald 
Qs^jSii JuijbicQ of Gh^ter, wifli Mgradi the, heiresiaof 
Hi?nry de l^ngchapip, ft^ron of WiUon, in iik^. nesga^ 
o^ l^^y^ard; h From bqnCe a long train of valocoas.pe^rs 
sftcpeSJjivj^ly oiyoyod tbi? place^ down to Wi'Kaojb Lord 
(i^ey^ of/M^iltpQ. Thp* earlier tliaa this, they* iQuyl^ ^re« 
qufirjtfld their ses^ts ^t Bjlec^LKY aod WUARPON, H^H, 
in Bucks; and in the time of thia William^ the Castl^ 
of Wil|;oii W8»s njiuoh fallen, to decay. This br^vc 
^ohjemap, in Uiq reign ojF Queen Mary, defended 
Cajaji^ 9gain$t the French with wonderful valour, till at 
length his soldiers mutinying in despajC) h^ wa$ obliged 



WtLTON* 

to yield it tip, and became himself a prisoner, in which 
state he continued^ till he redeemed himself for 24, cod 
crowns t a sum whith almost ruined his estate. He was 
afterwards General of the forces sent into Scotland. 
Having lived to all the great purposes of life* but self- 
interest^ he died 156a, no less to the public sorrow of 
England, which he secured^ than to the common joy 
of Scotlandi which he awed. His son ARTHUR^ Lord 
Grey* " a soldier as iamoUs as his father* endeavoured 
to advance his lessened estate by his valour, and first 
was wounded at the siege ofLeith, 1560, and after-* 
wards was sent over Lord Deputy of Ireland, and there 
finally suppressed the rebellion of Desmond* But there 
IS another cause* why his memory will live, long after 
his feats of arms are forgotten* He was the early patron 
of Spenser the Poet, who went over to Ireland with 
him as his secretary, upon which he had a grant from 
Queen Elizabeth of 3000 acres of land in the county of 
Cork, His house was in Kilcolman} and here he- 
finished his Fairy Clueen } the river MuUa, which he has 
niore than once introduced in his Poems, rati thro' his 
grounds. Tlie world can never be grateful enough to 
the man, Under whose patronage, so exquisite £l Poem 
^vas writteti* 

The gratitude of the Poet will live for ever i 

** Most noble Lord^ the pillar of my life, 
** And patron of my Muse*s pupillagej^ 
" 'iPhro* Mfho^t largd bounty poured on me rlfe^ 
•• In the first season of my feeble age, 
•• I now da live, bound yours by vasssilage/' 

Sonnet to^Lord Grey, — prefixed to the Fairy Quteo^ 

^f Lord 



WILTON. 
I^RD Grey died 1593. His son William, the fast 

Lord,* a puritan, but a very hopeful young man, was 
attainted as an accomplice in Sir Walter Raleigh's sup-» 
posed plot, and died in prison much pitied.«|* At what 
time this family parted with Wilton Castle is not exactly 
known ; but 'tis probable it was parted with by Lord 
William, the grandfather, among the patrimony he was 
obliged to alienate for raising his ransojn'; since it be- 
longed to John first Lord Chaados, who marri^ his 
sister ; and from him it became the seat of his second 
son Charles, who resided here, as well as his posterity, 
down to James the magnificent Duke, who built Cannons 
in Middlesex. 

The late Duke of Chandos had his residence at Aeon- 
bury, four miles south from Hereford. He was an 
active promoter of every measure, which had for its 
object the prosperity of the county, or the city of He- 
reford. His hospitality was liberal and diffusive ; and 
a considerable part of his wealth was expended on the 
spot .which furnished it; but, disappointed in his ex- 
pectations of support in a political contest, he became 
disgusted with his situation, and, in consequence of it, 
disposed of his residence and all his estates in the county, 
which^ at the present day, are said to be worth ten 
thousand pounds per annum, to the Governors of Guy's 
Hospital, in London. Thus tliey remain under the 

* The title of Baron de Wilton has lately been revived in the person 
of Sir Thomas Egcrton, Bart, descended from the sister and co*heir of. 
this William ; but not intitled to the ancient honour, both because of the 
attainder, and the abeyance. 

f Wcldon*s Court of James J. p. 30. 

mor* 
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mortifying change, that the rents are annually remitted 
to the metropolis; and the mansions destroyed, or con- 
verted to purposes far humbler and less generally useful, 
than those for which they were designed. 

Philiips, in his Poem, called * CiDER,' makes the 
fallowing honorable mention of this family, originally 
natives of the county : 

** Where shall we find 
•• Men more undaunted?* for their country's weal 
** More prodiga] of life f In ancient days, 
^* The Rutoan Legions and great Cesar found 
•• Our fathers no mean foes; and Cressy's plains, 
<' And Agincourti deep-ting*d with blood, confess 
«« What the SI LURES vigour unwitiistood 
** Could da in rigid light : and chie% what 
«• BRYDGES' wide-wasting hand, first garterM Knight, f 
** Puissant author of great Chanoqs' stem. 
" High Caandos, that transmits paternal worth, 
** Prudence, and ancient prowresj, and renown, 
♦« T' his noble offspring.): O thrice happy Peer ! 
•* That, blest with hoary vigour, view'st thyself 
** Fresh blooming in thy generous son ! whose lips 
** Flowing with nervous eloquence 9xz6t, 
" ** Charm the wise senate, and attention win 
** 111 deepest councils, Ahiconium pleas*d, 
^ Him, as her chosen worthy, first salutes; ^^V 

** Him, an th* Iberian, on the Gallic shore, 
*^ Him hardy Britons bless; his faithful hand 
•• Conveys new courage from a-far, nor more 
^* The general's condudl, than his care, avails." 

t Than those of Herefordshire. 

\ . • « » 

t This is an l^istorioal inaccuracf. Sir John Chandos, one of the first Knights of 
the 0«iter, was uncle to Alice, the wife of Sir Thomas Bridges, ancestor of tht 
B^ydgcs's, 

% l$mti hwd ChaadM, if ther of the first Duke. 

Tho 
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The remaining ruins of the Castle are very inconsi* 
derable; there being nothing but a low square wall, 
inclosing a garden, with the appearance of a turret in 
one angle* Within these few years, a part of the pre* 
mises was converted into a dwelling house, for the 
residence of an agent to the estate, which still continues 
to be occupied by a private family. 

. WILTON BRIDGE. 

In the whole extent of the Wye thro' Herefordshire, 
there was only one bridge, that of Hereford, until the 
year 1597, the communication being kept open, by 
means of a boat, with Ross, Glocester, and other places ; 
at which time, an act pf parliament, stating in the 
preamble the inconveniepcies of the ferry, and the 
number of lives lost in the passage, was then obtained, 
for erecting a seqoqd, at this place, — which prqves of 
the utmost public utility to the surrounding neighbour- 
hood, 

BRIDESTOW, 

In which parish Wilton is situate, is confined to a few 
farm houses scattered about it. From being the parish 
of the Barony* my attention was directed to the Church, 
jn hopes of meeting with some monuments of the 
Greys, but none of the family are buried there. The 
Church is a small edifice, dedicated to St. Bride, — and 
its vicarial revenue worth, about 250I. a year. 

Having given an outline of the country round ROSS, 
we will proceed with the Excursion down the WYE* 



DISTANCES FROM ROSS* 

BY WATER AND LAND, 
TO THE FOLLOWING PLACES. 



} JL O Goodrich Castle, 



Miles. 


F. 


X 


- •»4 


4 


o 


- II 


4 


o 


- »5 


6 


o 


' aa 


7 


. o 


- lO 


4 


o 


- n 


o 


€o 


- 37 


7 


o 



To Coldwell, 

To New Wear, 

To Monmouth, 

From Monmouth to Tintern Abbey, 

From Monmouth to Chepstow, 

From Ross to Chepstow, 

From Ross hy Turnpike Road to Mon- 
mouth, -i- • / lo o o 

From Ross in a strait line, or as a bird 

would fly, - " - g o lo 

From Ross to Chepstow by Turnpike Road, a6 o o 

From Ross to Chepstow 33 a bird would fly 16 40 

%* The nearest road from Ross to Chep- 
stow, by Coleford, - -210 o 

fSz^ Tbeb^se, or supposed tunnel, of the hill, between 
Cold Well and New Wear, is six hundred yards only, 
«-^and by the river four miles two furlongs. 



N.B, The above distances were measured by Mr. TAYLOR, who 
surveyed the county of Hereford (frona whose MS. this was taken), and 
f^re deemed very corre^^ . 
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POWN THE RIVER WYE. 
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ROM R08S to Goodrich Castle, a distance of nearly 
four miles, the river has little interesting, if we except 
its sinuous course, which plays in the most amusing 
manner through meadows of the richest verdure, filled 
with cattle cropping the green herbage. The castle 
and noble bridge at Wilton, — the stone causeway, 
erected to keep open the communication with the coun- 
try, — the high ground on the left, through which Mr, 
Kyrle's walks are carried, and terminated by his sum? 
mer house* have all beeii noticed in proper parts of tl^s 
work. 

MR. GILPIN. 
The first part of the river from Ross is tame. The 
banks are low, and there is scarce an object worth atten- 
tion, except the rurns of Wilton Castle, which appear 

*^* It muf be necefsary to premiie, at the commenceihent o^the excutsion, that, 
from the situation of the towit of IIom, the cempanf Who natotake it yrill heve to 
walk from the Ian to the meadow where they embark, about a quarter of a mile: 
hut this, from the ease of jhe path fbefn^ « tfomkmed descent) is not attended with 
inconvenience ; and the boatmen are always iii waiting at the house, for the purpose 
of conveying the luggage, as welt as for condading the trarellen to the j^let^re boat. 
Itlte proprtetort of the vettels also aocotnpatvy the», <o that tire car b Mt pmwtd with 
a coarieness of languaf e, too frequently heard ftexn tliejiSvieitDrtttf-^pulfiip^xiytiS' . 

on 
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on the rights shroaded with a few trees, — hot the secaie 
wants accompanyments to give it grandeur. 

The bank however soon began to swell on the right, 
and was richly adorned with wood. We admired it 
much, and also the vivid images reflected from the 
water, which were continually disturbed as we sailed 
past them, and tljrown into tremulous confusion by the 
clashing of our oars. A disturbed face of water endea^ 
Touring to collect its scattered in^iages, and restore them 
to order, is among the pretty appearances of nature. 

We met with nothing, for sometime, during our voy- 
age, but these grand woody banks, one rising behind 
another; appearing, and vanishing, by turns, as we 
doubled the several cape^. But tho' no particular ob* 
jects marked and characterized these different scenes; 
yet they afforded great vajriety of beautiful and per- 
spective views, as we wound round them : or stretched 
through the reaches, which they marked along the 
river. 

After sailing four miles from Ross, we came to Good- 
rich Castle, wliere a grand view presented itself; and 
we rested on our oars to examine it. A reach of the 
river, forming a noble bay, is spread before the eye. 
The bank, on the right, is steep, and^ covered with 
wood ; beyond which a bold promontory shoots out, 
crowned with a castle, rising athong trees. 

T)iis view, 'which is one of the grandest on the river, 
I should not scruple to call correctly picturesque; 
whicli is seldom the character of a purely natural scene. 

Goodrich 
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HISTORICAL ACCOtJNT. 
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ODRICH (or^ as it is called^ Goodrich), Cas- 
tle, stands on an eminence, near the south-ea&tern-Tnost 
extremity of the county of Hereford^ and on the w^t* 
crtt bank of the river Wye, distant almost due south 
from Hereford sixteen miles, and four from Ross- The 
passage and two closes below the Castle, and nearly 
adjoining to it, are in the county of Monmouth, form- 
ing a circular area of about twelve or fifteen acres; — • 
the land encompassing it about is in the county of 
Hereford. By 'whom or when it was bdilt are equally 
unknown. 

The signature of " Godricus Dux*' occurs twice in 
the Monasticon, aitiong the witnesses to two Charters 
granted by King Canute ; but whether he g^ve name to 
the Castle,5^or had any concern 'in its erection, does not 
appear. Indeed, the contrary is most probable, as nei- 
ther of the monasteries are in or near Herefordshire* 

William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, had a grant of 
Godrich C^tle from King John, in the fifth year of his 
reign [1204I, to hold the service of (wo Knight's fees? 
and Walter Earl of Pembroke, his son; died there, i^ 
the 30th year of the reign of Henry III. 1 246. 

Frorti 



GOODRICH CASTLE. 

From the M arshalLs, the Castle and Lordship came 
to William de Valencia, Earl <rf'Pembroket half-brother 
to Henry III. in right of his wife Joan Montchensey^ 
descended from the Marshalls. According to ^* Miltsi's 
Catalogue of Honour,** Aymer de Valencia, son and' 
heir of William, Tvas Lord of God rich Castle; he died 
without issue, the a 3d of June 1334, — 17 Edward 11;^ 
Joan, second sister and co-heir of Aymer de Valencia^ 
Was the wife of John Lord Comyn of Badenortb, by 
whopi he had Elizabeth, a co-heiress, wife of Richard 
Ju)rd Talbot, from whom descended the E^ls of Shrews- 
bury. 

In " Jacob's Peerage,'* in the •* Pedigree of the 
Earls of Shrewsbury," it is said, " That (time of Ed- 
" ward IIL)— -Elizabeth Comyn^ wife of Richard Tal- 
*' bot, who is there said to be one of the sisters and 
" heirs of John Comyn, was forcibly seized at Ken- 
** nington, in Surry, by Hugh le Dispencer, Earl of 
** Winchester, Hugh Dispencer^ jun. and others ; and 

** first carried to Wocking, thence to Parfrith in that 
'' county, and so detained above a year ; during which 
*' time she was, by menaces of death, constrained to pass 
*' her manor of Painswicke, in the county of Glocester, 
tg the said Earl ; and the Castle of Godricfi to Hugh 
the younger, to them and to their heirs." 

From this it seems, as if the Castte of Goodrich and 
the Manor of Painswick were settled Upon her to her 
separate use and ijisposal; otherwise her conveyance, 
being a/em^ coutferi^ conld not have girett the shadow of 
•'^ title, : 

N * No 






GOODR/I e Hi C'A)STLE. 

No 'avijbolrity: is cited for this story^ which' is not. men* 
tioned itv Sir Robert' Aikyins'B History of Glocestershire, . 
uader tlie* article of Painswicfcet where that Lady is 
spokbh* of, aD^i v^here it would! wittt propriety be re« 
iaitod. 

4 

^ugb le Dispensjer did not long hold what he had so 
unjustly acquired t. since in. the sdd of Edward III. 
Godrich Castle wd^ in tbq pK>ssessioii of Richard yTal* 
bot, who then . obts^ined the.roydl licence for er^^cti^g. 
therein ^ prison for malofaiCtors ; and . in the 3 ist oft the . 
same reign died, possessed of it and manor, which ac- 
cording to the escheat Rolls in the Tower, he held of 
theking in capite; arid in the 47th year of the same 
reign, EHi^heth bis wid^w^ died, seized of them also, 
as appe^s by the said Rbllsr wherein they^ are said to 
be in the marches of Wales. 

Sir John Scudamorei of Ewyais and Horn Lacy, was- 
constitute constable of Gpderich Castle,, during the 
niijiority of John Lord Talbot^ 20th of Richard IL- 

This Castle and Manor continued in the family of the 

Talbots fron;i the time' of E/Jward IIL [1327] till the 

14th of James If [,i6^i7]i — when Gilbert Talbot earl of 

Shrewsbury died, leaving three daughters, his co-hei- 

resses*: Blizabetb, His. second daughter, was married to 

Hearyde Grey Elarliof Kent,' who thereby became pos« 

sessed of this arid other manors; which continued' in 

thfit f^tn^y til) the deatii of Henry Dukex>f Ktent^ June 

5% 1 740 ; who leaving no issue male, this estate was- 

sold 
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sold to Thomas GriflBii, esq. vice-admiral of tbe Wbite^ 
—it afterwards descended to his son, the late George 
Griffin, eaq. of Moiwiionth, and is now in the possession 
of hi^ widow. 

•Daring, tl^ Civil AVar, in the time of Cliarles I. this 
Castle was successively in the hands of both parties. 
The Parliament seized it at fii*st. Jt appears afterwards 
to have fallen into the possession of the King's forces; 
for on the 15th of June, 1&4&1 the Commons resolved, 
as appears from their Journals, in consequence. of a 
letter from Colonel Birch, of the i8th of the sfoie 
month, from Godrich Castle, that " eighty barrels of 
" powder- be forthwith provided for th^ service against 
^^ Gotherich castle sind Ragland edstle, out df the store 
" at Oxford.*' 

It surrendered to the Parliament tl)e 31st of Jlily, 
^fter a siege probably.of no great length, since it is not 
mentioned by RushworJ;h| Colonel Birch is satd to 
have battered that whicli is called the Lady's Tower. 
On the «5th of August following, the Parliament 
ordered Mr. Samuel Browne and Mr. Selden to acquaint 
the Countess of Kent, •* with the necessity of demol- 
ishing Gotherich castle ! ! ! and that on the demolishing 
thereof satisfaction should be made unto her. On the 
1st of* March following they resolved, •* that Godrich 
castle should be totally disgjirrisoned q.nd slighted/' 
Probably at that time it V^^s so far deWollshed, as to be 
I'^dered inoapable of defence ! ! ! 

Prdnl the ruinous conditioh it appears in, it is ievideiit, 

^hat this last resolution was put in jforcer 

Thus 
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Thus was this grand pile of building, which had, for 
<o many ai?es, been the residence of the noble and war- 
like families of the Marshall^ Valencies^ and Tc^lbots, 
reduced to a heap of rubbish ! 

DESCRIPTIVE ACCOUNT. 



X HIS Castle was a very strong pile. A deep 
trench, or ditch, near twenty yards broad, is hewn into 
th^ solid rock, where it wants the defence of the steep- 
ness of the Hill, which it hath upon two sides, and part 
of the third. The entrance into it lies over a little neck 
of land, borne up on both sides by & stone wall, near 
the south-easternmost angle of the castle, and a small 
bridge, having one Gothiq arch, whose point is ex- 
tremely acute, and half another, which is circular. 

The figure of the castle is nearly square, medsuring 

within the walls forty-eight yards by fifty-two. It is 

defended by four large round towers, one at each angle; 

some of which have very extraordinary and picturesqiie 

butt resides. Having passed through tlie strong gs^teway, 
the first building on the left hand is 

THE CHAPEL: 

Ou the south wallof whjch was the figure of a Talbot, 
f^urrounded witii the garter of St. George, and on it an 
earl's coronet. The windows of tins building were 

much 
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much more ornamented than any of the others. Here 
is a place for holy^ water, aiMj uiche3 for saints. Over 
it was a room with a fire-place, and beneath it a cellar ; 
llie brackets for the support of the floors, both above 
and below, are still remaining, 

THE KEEP 

Is a square building, somewhat resembling Gondulph's 
tower, at Rochester castle, but much less. It seems 
very ancient ; a moulding which surround^ it being de- 
corated with the zig-zag ornament. 

It is reported, that this Keep was built by orie Mack- 
' beth or Macmac, an Irisli commander, as a ransom for 
himself and son, who were taken prisoners iu Ireland, 
by John earl of Shrewsbury, and brought hither. It is 
to this day called ** Macbeth*s tower.* Two mon- 
strous head pieces, said to be those of the father and son, 
wfere, till very lately^ kept in^ this castle, as a.raemo- 
Tial of that achievement,* Both these helmets were 
extremely weighty;' one of them would hold lialf a 
bushel ; the least was remarkably thick. 

THE HALL, 

Was on ihe west side, where was observable a beam of 
oak entire, without knot or'knarle, of 66 feet long, 
and near two feet square the whole length. The hall 
itself was 60 feet, allowing three feet at each end for the 
resting of the beam in the walls. 

* I made appUcatira to the late Mr. George GriffifH respefting the 
sihove meotioned HiLMtTSy who kindly informed me* that if such thingi 
had been there, they were removed before the place came into the pot* 
MstioA of bb family, for ho knew nothiog of them. c. r, . 

In 
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In this castle were deposited all the papers and records 
<sf Urchenfield, where they retained the custom of 
*** Gavel Kind/ called in Domesday Book, ** Consue- 
tudines Walliensium ;*' the chief privileges of which 
were, that all lands on the decease of tlie parent were 
divided equally among the children, who might dispose 
.:tliereof at the age of fiftee;D, being then decm^ of age, 
without the consent of the lord. Felony in the parent 
.did -not forfeit the estate, which descended -nevertheless 
to the children, 

In this castle was an am^nt inscription, a drawing 
^ which Mr. Grose has given \ who says, he was fa- 
rVonred with it by Hichard Blyke, Esq% F, A,, S. who 
iiad it from II1& then bishop, of Durham. 

Goodrich gave the title of Viscount to the last men- 
tioned Henry ,Earl of Kent, — when he was by Queen 
Anne, December 14, 1706, created Marquis of Kent, 

[MR. GROSE.] 
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FURTHER ACCOUNT. 

BY C, HE4TH. 

JL.O the preceding. interesting historical ^iid descrip- 
tive accounts of this place, i>y a person 450 eminently 
skillful, little c^n be expected to be added by the wri- 
ier; yet: 9s the following circumstances .Are, not noticed 
.,by,Mr.;Gro^e, he deems them too yalqable tp: beormt* 

ted. 

. The 
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T HE Castle of Cbodrich \i situated in the^ parish 
from*whente it is named; and hundred ^Woraitow^' 
and is distant' about a mile from, the turnpike road leaS^- 
ing from Monmouth to Rk>s9, to the northward of the' 
Ghurcb^ which l.take fbl* a central object* 

At the time of the Norman survey, Domesday thus 
notices it. Under Irchenfield : *^ Godric Mappesone hbUs 
UuUa^* or the Forf,— -frdm whom we may infer the pa- 
rish received its name. 

The approach is thro' two fields, which form part.ot. 
tbe farm belonging. to Mr. James Bellamy; andas<the^ 
Und i3 i^ei^rally. under cultivation^ its rich produce. 
increases, the luxuriance, of the scenery from this aspect 
of thcr castle, 

Oq-enitering the First Courts: its* appearaneehati little 
interesting for the Pencil, but the View fro^ itd e^g^isi 
in the highest degree enchanting. The Wye flows, at its 
feet; and* you cemmand a. country equal in fertility to 
any part of the kingdom! * Tlie Church and Spire of 
Ross finely haVmonize — nor should the Church of Wal- 
ford bp overlobked— ill thepicture. 

The eye acoustomed .to the country round London^ 
must enjoy a pleasurable relief, in contemf^ating the, 
sublime terminations to many points of this view : The 
rtolile wood' to the eastWatdi rising to an^ aiWairfng 
height; and cldathed to its Very summit, — is strikingly 
Qontrasted hy the Coppet hfU to the S. E. which pre- 
sents a' bold surface of huge rock; in fantastic shapes 
and f6Tvtt$^ Aati give a- peculiiir variety to the surround- 
ing^ objects: 

But 
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But it is in looking to the CetsAit that we en;j:oy the 
fullness, of .its bea«ty* Frpni- a staml at .Pei>craig, on 
the turnpike road between Ro8d and MonnnouUi, all (he 
objects before noticed combine vyith thepriiijcipal fea- 
ture (the C^tle)^ and fprra a^ landscape-^ rich |>eyon(l 
the power of my abilities to paint ! 

Carrying the eye into the diversifieil vale, — the Wye 
IS seen in six different points of view, with the noble 
bridge at Wilton, through whose numerous arches it 

flows:— and# sweeping the horizon,— Malvern Hills, 
near Worcester, May Hill, on the road to Glocester, 
the lofty Wood of Pen-yard, forming a fine back-ground 
to the Church and Spire, of Ross, which when viewed 
from hence take a grand elevation, with innumerable 
other interesting circumstances, delight the mind in a 
sensible -mantier, as it surveys the scenery that expand* 
itself before it. 

In England we want those fine skies which a4d such 

a lustre to the works of tlie Italian school ; the beautiful 

» ' , . . . . • , ■ 

remains of Grecian, may be overlooked, for tb^ mo- 
ment, in the vestiges of Gothic architecture, which time 
has handed down to us ; and bi^t for the former defect, 
the view would attract the pencil of a Caspar, or even 
a Nicolo Potissin. 

If Time were permitted to add thcornainent of ivY 

to sowie parts of the exterior, so as to cover the harsh 

feature of the. stone, which is of a dingy red colour, it 

would greatly, contribute to its beauty ; but as sheep 

are kept withia its boundary, it isrtorn down jn the 

winter season, ami given to them for fodder, 

■ the 
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the stone< with which the castle is built, was Wttt* 
fcut doubt dug out of the trencli* which surrounds th« 
greater part of it^ 

THE INlSfER COURT. 

Passing over where was the Uraxabti^e, Md thrbxigU 
k deep gateway^ on the right of which was the Porter's 
Lodge,* we enter the Second Courts which presetots to 
us the most interesting parts of the castle. 

The atigk in fronts where now remains a fine octagon 
J^iLLAR, from which spring two beautiful pointed ardi-^ 
es< retains the name of the Ladys Tower,T-probably from 
having been appropriated for the residenee of the 
Baron's Lady, it being the most agreeable aspect of th^ 
tuilJingrf . 

Contiguous tor the Lady's Tovver, on the left, is tfccf 
HalL, — » very extensive rpora, but now only claims 
^ur notice from the purp^oses to which it was devoted. 

Iitfmediately on the left of the entrance into the court 
:*vas the CHAPELv-^but this, like the parts before no-» 
ticed, hats shared inf the same general fate I 

There was living in a cottage at l^evi^meari tlill 
(between Whitchurch and Goodrich), a man of the 
name of Christopher Llewellyn, at the advanced age of' 
tiinety-jive^ and in gooxt health and spirits^-^a native of' 
the former place, whose life had been passed in navi-* 
gjetirig the barges trading betwe^i Koss and Bristol i 

♦ Called', by the piopfe of the coufttry, Blackjack's hole, from having been thtf 
Residence' of an huthble objeG, Whoae outward garb wa« in unison with the daiknetf 
lif the cell he had made his dwelling. It is now used as a fold for the iheep, whidi 
»c fed vfrithiu the walls of the castle. 
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who accompanied the writer on foo(, from his dwelling to 
Goodrich Casfle and hack, a distance of near three 
miles, at almost an equal pace, in Jutie 1 796. As he 
went to school in the village, and had never been absent 
from it but a few days at a time, some degree of in- 
telligence was expected from him. We walked over 
the whole of the building ; but instead of any particular 
remark, the itiformation obtained, (though not from 
defect of memory), was, ** That the insides of the 
*• rooms were all nedtly white-washed when he was a 
'^ boy» which time since h^ totally defaced. None 
" of the roofe or floors of the rooms were in existence 
^^ at hi^ day, any more than at the present.'' 

Hence^ we may infer ^ That as the castle of Goodrich was 
ordered by Government to be demolished, it was re- 
duced to the absolute state its ruinous form presents, by 
the persons who executed, that mandate i and all the 
difierence between its then and present appearance, lies in 
the freshness of the walls' within, not having suffered 
much iiyury from the weather. Many of the p^rts 
were also much choaked'with rubbish and stones^ which 
had fallen in a course of years ; but to discriminate 
any other circumstance of moment, relating to the in- 
terior, was not within his powers 

THE KEEP, or TOWER, 

Is a stately remain of Saxon architecture, — ^but the 
rooms within^ like those we noticed in the preceding 
parts, have all yielded to the spoiler's hands ; and no- 
thing how remains but a flight of stone steps, com- 
mencing 
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mencing from the aperture on the right, by which 
■ means the summit of the building was reached ; but» 
they are now so worn by time, as well as difficult to 
ascend,, that the View, luxuriant as it glows around, 
would but ill reward the stranger's toil, — ^when be near- 
ly can command the same extent of scenery, from the 
edge of the first court, without incurring^ the hazard 
•tteodant on suc)^ a pursuit. 

Let me here solicit the Reader's more ^riicular Attention. 

On the left hand side of tiie Keep, and parted from 
it only by a broken flight of stone steps, is another 
tower, forming the south-east angle of the castle, con- 
sidered as having been appropriated for barracks for the 
army, in conjunction with other buildings (now de- 
itroyed), that formed a communication between this 
tower and the chapel.^ The entrance is through a low 
and pointed arch doorway, two yards thick, the interior 
parts of which, like those before described, would be 
passed over with indifference, had it not been for the 
following circumstance : 

Mr. Grose has inserted, in his Antiquities, an eit- 

graving of an ancient inscription m this castle ; not that he 

had himself seen it, but given to him by Mr. Blyke, 

D, A.s. who held a copy of it. In all my visits, frecjuent 

^ they had been, it was searched for with the utmost 

€are, nor could I discover the smallest trace of it, till 

the better fortune of two intelligent friends pointed jit 

out, with some interesting figures, which are to be geeq, 

wA 10 tlio greats preservation. 

On 



\ 
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On the right and left hand sides, about ten feet frotii 
0ie ground, are two windows, with commodious seats 
}n eacii ; and on their walls will be found the object^ 
under consideration. In the right hand window is the 
piseriptlonn which appears to have been performed witlj 
pome trouble, being executed in r^Kef; but what it im- 
plies, must be left to the better sense of the reader to 
determine. By ipe, it is considered as the name of the 
person who carved it,^ — ^that it was done to amuse or 
Veguile the tedious hours of sickness or of con^nement, 
r^and that it is composed of the following Letters, in 
llUpient, bi^t yery legible, characters : 

A 
• MASTERAU 

ADAM 
RASXyN 

At tlie end of the last line is a character, resembling 
tJie figure of eight,--bur whether intended for a flourish^ 
0f connected with the inscription, must be left in a 
ptate of uncertainty. The stone prevented it from being 
parried .any farther. 

On the opposite stone is a whole length front figure 
pf a man holding in his right hand (which is stretched 
put) a hawk, or other bird ; with a dog lying under 
fiisf feet. According to Lord Orford, in his history of 
paintings characters drawn with birds resting on the 
Jiands imply nobility ; but we cannot presume to say, that 
^|ie figure in question warrants such a conclusion* The 
fecunibefit figures of pur ancient nQbility, on their altar 

|tombS| 
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tombj^, have alwavs some animal at tlicir head or feet, 
/as the liort, ihe dog, the greyhound, &c. being sym- 
bolical rejjresentations of their valour, fidelity, expert- 
nes?, &c. We have only to add, that it is carved with 
great spirit, and impresses us wish a very favourable idea 
of the taste of the person by whom it was executed. 

In the left window is a whole length front figure, 
intended to represent the Virgin with our Saviour in 
her arm*?, and in various oilier parts are figures of birds 
iind beasts, particularly a hawk standing ontheb^ck of 
a partridge, who is crouching with great fear, from the 
fate which seems to await it i rabbits at play, a peacock 
or other large fowl, &c. all of which shew that a great 
^ree of pains were taken in the execution, 

F^ncy Height here indulge itself in ^ variety of con- 
jectures, Some well-informed friends have considered 
riiis room as devoted to the Baron, when he Accoutred 
himself for the sports of the field, or the chace ; that it 
probably contained the engines, or toil?, used in the 
taking of game ; and that these figures w6re allusions to 
its appropriation ; but to me it appears too. elegant for 
such a purpose. Jndeed, I hesitate not to say, that I 
think the whole of the Figures^ as well 4s the Imaiption^ 
were executed by some Pmoner q/" ^ani detained within 
its walls ; and that he caught the ideas of the hawk and 
partridge, the rabbits at play, the deer, &c« from liv- 
ing objects before his eyes ; for the aspect commands a 
most agreeable part of Mr* Bellamy's farm, w^hich with- 
out doubt, at that day^ formed the park or domain be^- 

Jonging to the Castle. 

* If 
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If we believe the account/ that the Mac MACS were 
brought prisoners from Ireland, to Goodrich, by John 
Earl of Shrewsbury, and detained here, till they pro- 
cured their ransom by building the Keep of this Castle, 
who shall deny that these figures, &c. are not memo- 
rials of the method in which a part of their time was 
passed, when incarcerated within its walls? Such an 
idea has prdnibiUty to support tV, if we examine the strength 
and situation of this apartment. But as pages might 
be written upon it, I shall not further discuss the sub- 
ject, but leave the reader to form his own opinion; 

On the north side of this Court is a large window, 
with seats round it, from whence you enjoy a fine com- 
mand of country, — and where the mind of taste might 
long be amused, in contemplating either the harmony 
of nature, or the memorable events of former ages, 
with the fortunes of the different families who have suc- 
cessively resided in this Baronial Mansion. Often has 
the writer wished, while enjoying the calmness of its 
protecting shade, that some kindred spirit, with a zeal 
equal, but talents superior to his own, had been fired 
with a desire to perpetuate its history, while the cir- 
cumstances attendant on it were fresh in the memory of 
the neighbourhood; but every transaction — thro' lapse 
of time, — is now veiled in such obscurity, that, in the 
present publication, I can only claim the praise of at- 
tempting to collect its floating information. 

The trees and underwood that grow around the castle, 
^eatly add to the beauty of these ruins. It were to be 
wished, that a better path could be formed from the 

Ferry 
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Ferry House to the Castle, which at present is extremely 
inconvenient and unpleasant to the fashionable worlds 
who honour this country with their presence in the 
Summer season. 



SUPPLIED BY C. LEWELLIN. 

We are told in the history of the Castle, ** That 
'* Richard Talbot obtained, in the 9 2d of Edward III. 
'* the reyal licence for erecting therein a prison for 
** malefactors. " This place is now in existence, — still 
continues to be tenanted, — retains the name of THE 
GAOL, — is situated on a point adjoining the road leading 
to the Ferry-boat, — and may be known by the door be- 
ing filled with large headed nails. It is a small square 
stone building, but proportioned to purposes for which it 
was erected ; not being intended as a place of confinement 
for soldiers taken by the fortune of war, but only for o£« 
fenders committing trespass within the Lord^s Manor« 

The power of the Barons in their Courts extended to 
criminal as well as civil cases — in fact, it was lodged with 
them for the purpose of dispensing justice without trou- 
ble or expence to their neighbourhood. The Lord^s 
Steward presided as Judge of the Court. 

These courts they kept in the same manner m the 
Assizes are now held throughout the kingdom ; of which 
they were dispossessed in tfa^ reign c^ King Charles U. 
—But to proceed : 

From this Gao], offenders were taken to be tried at 

what was called 

The 
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THE GOUllT HOUSE, 

Situated a short distance from the forme r place, in thS 
f02Ui between it arid the Cross Keys. The whole build- 
ing formed half a square ; one part being used as a bant 
*— the other, the Sessions House, is occupied as a gra- 
nary by Mr. Robertr^ ofCrews< in this parish. In thcf 
early part of his life there remained against the inside^ 
Wall (what he ealled) the figure of a RED DOG ; but 
this is not the crest of the Talbot faimily^ thV \t might 
allude to the title. At the present day there exists^ 
below the chimney^ fronting the road, the figure of s^. 
DOG carVed on a large stone j but whether it was pla- 
ced there when the building was erected — or caryed onj 
it as a sign for the Public House^ which ^vas kept telow^ 
—IS at this day unknown;* 

Sanderson relates the following Anecdote t-^wbicfa 
has not been collected in the remarks on this places 
" Colonel Broughton^ put of Glocester^ undertakes id 
garrison Godridge Castle, where he rousted with great 
undertakings^ skirmishes and reprisals, as all the other 
garrisons usually did, one from the other suceessefully- 

* Lewellitt K^d thret tit four y^ars aftei' my first interview with him, — ind^xHt 
at Goodrich on the village feast day, I saw the old man, in good heakh and spiri^i 
arrayed as a. complete BEAU of the age of King George the Second, — a fine blue coat 
and large hanging citffs, with waistcoat of th« same, the flaps falKng down to the 
knees,— and his respedability crowned with a handsome cocked hat, put on in ^ 
smart military taste, — the tout ensemble pf his dress rendering his appearance extreme- 
ly, interesting. He was going to chutch with' his oM *'cher6ami." to hear the con- 
cord of sweet sounds, from some harmonist from the '* Forest of £)ean," assembled ia' 
compliment to that commemoration. Befor« his death, 1 read to him this account, 
in a former edition, which drew fiom him a great degree of mirth. At his decease, 
his cottage was purchased by Mr. Wall, of Old Forge, who immediately took it dewn,- 
and ercAed i» its place the present dwelling house. 

SoHM^ 
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«^iBe Hereford forces hearifig of it, drew eut « (small 
party, summoned him, stormed wd took him and his 
prisoners, and carried them all, above one hundred, to 
Hereford, mmbly done xmthout any ncisej' 

Whatever outworks belonged to the! Castle cannot 
iiow be traced; arid thg park; if there ever was one, is 
converted into a farm, and occupied by Mr. J^60 

Srj^ HENRY LINGENi 

JL ItE officer who commanded at Goodrich castle for 
Ule iCirtg, against Colonel Birch, who commanded th6 
ftirliamerit ^rmy, was Sir'HENilV LingEN, JBarbn^ti 
i^SlittOtt Court, irt th^ cdunty of fitiereford. 

When Sir Heury delivtered up the Cdstle to Colonel 
'fiirch, the garrison marched out of it to ap AlBj which 
afterwards bdtam^ a popular tune, called by his name, 
and danced at all the merry-makings in the neighbour- 
hood, in the n^^mory of the present generation. Dr. 
GrilEn said, that lie had a gardener in his service who 
temembefed it well, having often danced to it in his 
voungef years. But my inquiries among the ancient 
Orphtj^ses of Hereford, Moiimouth, andf Glocester 
fihit^s, cOiild liot find one to wbortl it ^vjte klibwn* ' 

* Sir Hetoff Ling«n was a staunch loyalist, during King Charles's wan with hit 
IfUaitient, and kept tHe Wag a fegimeni of horse at Suttotf, at Wi o#n cxpencfe ; on 
**uch ac«#iint he wai afterwards fined by the Parliament. Thfc barod^ttgfc is extlttd; 
^^^ ^i|«(«n Cgtm is ^\A Kite ttfttdefioe of jt bxanch of the family • 

P DESCRIf* 
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DESCRIPTION 

Of AM 

ANCIENT SEAL. 

jL his curious and interesting relique, rendered vaflu-* 
able, by the nobleman to whom it formerly belonged^ 
being his Seal of Office^ — ^was found near the Keep of Good- 
rich castle^ a few years ago, and is now in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Hooper, solicitor, Ross. 

It is made of fcroji, or mixed metal, — of the form and 
gize of a common steel seal, such as is often worn by 
persons in ordinary situations in life. In the centre are 
his ARMS, viz. A Sword in Pik^ surmounted by a Horse- shoif 
the former implying his command^ and the latter his office^ 
in the King's Household, — ^wfiile round it is the follow- 
ing Inscription : 

GAVTIER LE MARECHAL D' MACIS. 

THAT IS 

Walter^ Earl Marshal^ Lord of the Marches. 

By which it appears, that it belonged to Walter 
Marshal, fourth son of William, son of John, son of 
Gilbert, Marshal, who were called by that surname, 
because they were Hereditary Marshals of the King*s House-' 
hold. . 

• William MarshaU, Earl of Pembroke (father of the above Walter), stiled *• thi 
j;rcat Earl," which he had bestowed on him in the minority of Henry III. gave the first 
greatness to this office^ an4 with whose deictmUnU it afterwards became hereditary. 

* Likes, 
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CN'UfiCEIvmG A PRBSEKT Of A 

HIGHLY FINISHED DRAWING 

or 

GOOBRICM CASTLE^ 

TAKEN AT SUNSET BY A BEAUTIFUL WOMAK, 
THE AUTHOR HAVItIO NEVER ^EEN IT BUT IN A CLOUDY OAY* 
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*' Le patri supreme 
*' Erraoo avvolte d*una nebbia oscura/' pete. 

I • • ' 

AN pride of strength^ erst Goodrich! hast thou stood« 

Frowning indignant on WyE*s vagrant flood ; 

Thine high embattled Towers oft kenn*d afar 

Full many a scene of desolating war, 

Brav*d the dread force of Nature's secret store. 

The forked lightning, and the thunder's roar. 

Such were man's boasted works ! but time alone 
Hath rent the iron's graspi and solid stone ; 
Where the shrill clarion sounded war^s alarms, 
And cali'd the British heroes to their arms, 
In antique horror nods the ivy'd tower, 
And dreads the sltgh^st atmospheric power* 
Thy once-impervious mass^ a ruin made. 
Casts on the stream below a -chequered shade. 

But l>righter prospers fascinate the eye. 
Relieve the pensive mind, and check^the sigh* 
Lo ! )»eauteous Harriet's CtAUDi-like pencil throws 
Eve's blushing tints around thy dead repose; 
Tcansn^its thy ruin*d scenery to Fame, 
And wrests from dark oVHvion thy name. 
Translated thus amongst her sacred store, 
•Thou'lt live 'till vengeful time shall be no more. 

• *• Quod nee Jovis ira, neg ignis, 
^* Necpotueritfienrum) nee edax abolerc vetustas.** ovip^ 
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THE FRIOMY^ 
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'ELOW the Csistle^ and on the same side of the riverj 
stand the remands of Goodrich Priory ;— a Ivlonastery 
of the order of Canons Regular of St. Augustine. 

Though ks naine seam \ost at this day* it is called 
fhnesford in the Monasticon, and the |;ime of its fpundr 
ation thus recorded : 

** Tlie letters patent of the ?Qth year of Edtvartl tlie 
" Third [1347 J, setforth^ That Richard Talbot found: 
*• ed and endowed this moimstery, with liciSBCo of the 
f* said king." 

The situation cbrres^tK)^ lyith i^na^tic choice^-rr-a 
fertile valley, watered by a navigable river w oofiAous 
stream; but of diQicuh access from the suFfO^inding 
country. Time has partially, not firhplly, removed the 
inconvenience; for the bye lanes,^ which lead to it, 
^remain in nearly the state. th^y were first formed. 

The buildings, by being converted tnto bams and 
stables^ have pottiiijig to. ^trax;t ^ttei>);ion, but th^ i^e^ 
^membrance of fori^er pui^po^iKS: to wJa^ioh th^ y^^^ 
devoted, A good house has sinoe jbe^ added, iidifeh 
iis tenanted by Mr^ Bellamy, ivhp occrfpi^ 'ttfe. feW 
that surrounds it ^d the castle. 

The estate is now th6 jbr<#perty (#- - - - Stlrain^ esq. 
of Weston. ne2|.r Ross^ 
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THJE CII1DJICH 

Is situated nearly on t^ia brow of an ea^ifiei^fe; ai^ 
when viewed from any of the surrqundt^g ^ig^ts, ]t| 
light shingly spire rising in (^ woodland cQuatFj^,. ^^ 
^he whole a very pkturesqiie appearance. 

Near the Communion rails is an ancient afSTtomb, 
—but tradition not having preserved the remembrance, 
?nd being also without arms or inscription, we are left 
in uncertainty as to what character the sepulture con- 
tains. This is the only interesting monument within 
its walls. 

« 

The Vicarage ii said to be worth abpi;t twp liundreij 
pounds per ^nuqa. Tbe present Incumbenl;. i$ t)x 
Rev. Hen,ry Williams, who residjes in a ne^t Fsmotmgpj^ 
on the south side of the churchyard j by whom the pr©» 
/Hiises have been greatly ipaproved, . since his .^ijipoiiat- 
iwent to the Living. 1 lie BisliyOp. of Her^i^d i^ tb? 
Patron, to whoip the great tythes belong. 



K£XT to its fine Castk, ^^t |)artieiriarly ^v^ks 
€ood)^klh is, that k was the birth-place and Fesidemre* of 
the ancestors of S Wl IFT, the celebrated Dean of St. 
^titrick% -Dublin, 

The paternal estate of his grandfather, the'Rev. TIio- 

=i3aaft Swift, lay in this pari^hi and fee s^^ hdA. tW 

VicaragQ of Goodrich, with that of ^ridestow befene- 

*e!itioned,-^to (fee foriTJep of whith •livings he-twas^^irst 

presented in the year 1638, 

The 
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The zeal and activity of tliis gentleman for the royal 
cause, exposed him to much danger and many snger- 
ings. He was plundered more than thirty times by the 
Parliament's army, and was ejected from his church 
livings; his estate was ,sequestere<l, and himself thrown 
into prison. His estate, however, was afterwards reco- 
vered, but part of it was. sold to pay the money on the 
inortgage, and sonie other delxts ; the remainder, being 
about one half, descended to his heir, and is now in the 
possession of Theophilus Swift, esq. Councillor at J^w. 
Mr. Thomas Swift died in 1658, in the fjd year of 
his age, and was buried under the altar at Goodrich, 
with a short inscription.* He died about two years 
before the return of King Charles II. who, by the rer 
commendation of some prplateF, bad promised, if ever 
God should restore him, that he would promote Mr, 
Swift in the church, and otherwi3e reward his family, 
for his extraordinary services and zeal, and persecutions 
in the royal cause; but Mjr. Swift's merit djed witf) 
bimself. 

The following anecdote is related of him : — Having 
mortgaged his estate at Goodrich for 300 broad pieces, 
and quilted them into his waistcoat, be set put for Rag- 
land Castle, near Monmouth, whither King Charles h 
had retired, after the battle of Naseby, in 1645- The 

* Tbe Rey. Mr. Williamt (the present Vicar) took care to preserve the Inscript 
tions on the stones, which had fallen to decay, within the Communion rails in Good- 
rich Church. To his kindness I amr indebted for the following, to the memory of 
-Thomas Swift, above mentioned: 

'* Here lyeth ^he body of Mr. Thomas Swift, who died the second day of Jm^ 
^' 1658, aged 6a years and teane moneths, ^ho wis Vicar of Goodridge 34 years." 

. Earl 
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Earl of Worcester, who knew him well, asked what his^ 
errand was? I am come, said S^ift, to give his Majesty 
my coat ; at the same time pulling it off, and present- 
ing it. The Earl told him pleasantly, that his coat was 
worth little. Why then, said Swift, take my waistcoat* 
This was soon found to be an useful garment by its 
weight ; and it is remarked by Lord Clarendon, that 
the King received no supply more seasonable or accept* 
able than these 300 broad pieces during the whole war, 
his distress being then very great, and his resources 
cut off. 

He left ten sons and three or four daughters, most of 
whom lived to be men and women. Four of his sons 
settled in Ireland, being driven thither by their, suffer* 
ings, and the death of their father. 

He built a house on his estate at Goodrich, called at 
this day the New House^ — and on the pillars which sup- 
port a lofty porch, are carved the initials of Thomas 
Swifts with the date of the year, 1636, in which it was 
erected. The situation (about a quarter of a mile from 
the turnpike road leading from thence to Ross), is ex-* 
tremely pleasant, in a very fertile part of the parish ; 
and, when in repair, formedva desirable residence for a 
family of easy fortune. 

At the time of my visit, it was occupied by Mr* 
Evans; whose mother, a respectable woman, in her 87th 
year, resided with him. She was then in good health 
and spirits, — and said, that her grandfather married a 
daughter of Mr. 1\ Swift, who built the house. 

Theophi- 
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Thdopkilils Swiftf esq. the present mrvivtn^ deschrdv 
mtf Uvtd here about twelve months, before he settled ini 
Woroeiter in the year ij6o. He is a gentleman of 
talenti ihkI leaming^^^and several of his w^rks are be« 
fore the public. He noiv resides in Dublin, and prae<» 
tises as a CMncill<M* at the Irish Bar. He rendered hiin^ 
leif conspicuous by aa Affair of Honor with the present 
Dnkeof ilichtaood t as also by his Defence of HeuviisU 
Wjliiatits^ a few years ago^. 



THE CHALICE, 

PRESENTED TO GOODRICH CHl/RCrf^ 
DR, JONATHAN SWirt, 

10£AN OP ST. PATRICK'S CHukCH, DUSlIM. 



The Rev. Thomas S^ift, when he was ejected fvcftd 
. his preferments, continued to reside in the neighbour-^ 
hood ; and, being a conscientious character, dispensed 
his sacerdotal functions to Ihose persons who solicited 
his comforts, such as praying by the sick, administring 
the . Sacrament, and other equally pious offices, for 
^ich purpose the Chalice was made. 

How it was conveyed to Ireland, or by what meaiis 

it oame into the hands of the Dean, is not now knowji, 

but it was given by him to the Churofa of <droodrieb, as 

a mark of esteem for the JParish. 

ft 
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It bear^ the following inscriptions^ vi2« 
L Hound the extrtmity of the tooty above t 

•* Jonatb» Swiff| S» T» D* Decan. Ecclesi S.tie. Patf* 
" Dubliiif hunc Caiicem de Eccles* dp Godeffdge 
" sacrum voluit." 

[Jonalban Stfrifr^ D. D^ Dean of tlie Chutdh of SU I'atrick, Dublin, wished 
Miis Chalice to >e consecrated for f he u«e of Ood^ridge Church.] 

II. koimd the extremity of ike Foot^ ttndemeatk: 

** Tho* Swift hujus Eccles* Vicar, notus in historijs ob 
*' ea qute fedit et passus est^pro Car*o* jmo* ex hoc 

" Calice/' 

IIL On tkeftcA spate^ mderneath, m Ae centre of the standi 

** segrotantibus propinavit eundem calice: Jonath* 

** Swift, S* T. b. pecan. EccleS* St. Patr. OubLn 

** Thomfc ex filip nepos huic Eccles. irt perpetuum 

** dedicat. 1726;' 

ITJjomjs Swift, Vic?ir pf tills Church, wll knoiyn m hiatpty for what 
he did atnd suffered for King .Charles I. jidministered out of this same 
Chalice to the sick. Jonathan Swift, D* D. Dean of the Church of Saint 
Pttrick, t)ublinj grandson of the aforesaid Hiomas^ dedicates this Cup 
to sibusChutithforftvar. t7t;6.j 

JPJESCRIPTIONj 

The (Chalice in ^ue^tion h made of SlLVERi but not 
of any peculiar form, 01* eiegftnce of worloqanshipi so 
as to claim the artist's notice. Its shape is bell-mouthed < 
would contain a large glass of wine (such as is called a 
gill) of the present day j and stands about six inches 
high. It is placed under the care of the Vicar, and 

CI continues 
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continues to be now used at the administration of the 
Sacrament at Goodrich church« 

Mr. Williams will accept my public thainks ifor hi^ 
kind assistance in promoting the iAtefest of these pagesi 
by the preceding particulars relating to this c(ip« 



The reflecting mind, in contemplating the persecu- 
tions of Mr, Thomas Swift, for his zeal in the cause of 
his King, to which he was bound by his oath, as a cler-' 
gyman, to adnere, must render his family the involun- 
tary sigh of compassion for his sufferings, more especi- 
ally when we consider, that it resulted from a dignified 
and disinterested attachment^ from wbrch, if we allow the 
distress of his majesty after the battle of Naseby^ and 
subsequent flight to jRagland castle for refuge, he had 
little prospect of future remuneration^ For a counftry 
minister, who had to support a wife and ten children 
on less than 900/. a year, to detach from his income so 
large a sum as 75/. (taking his broad pieces for crowns 
only), does honor to the heart from whence it flowed; 
and if any thing could render the gift more acceptable^ 
it must have been the unaffected simplicity with which 
it was delivered. The sum indeed was not large for a 
single sacrifice, — but it should be remembered, that he 
had been laid under contribution very frequently and 
severely by the 'opposite party , 

The fact is, — that his opulent neighbour. Col. Kyrle, 
of Walfard Court, was equally attached to the opposite 
interest, — by whom, and under the authority of the Earl 

of 
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of Stamford, who commanded in these parts, Mr. Swift 
and his family were reduced to great necessity. 

*• And if the world would know (says my authority)* 
*• what so exasperated these rebels against this gentler 
** man, the Earl of Stamford (a man that is not bound 
** to give an account of all his actions), gave tworea* 
** sons for it :-^First, Because be bad bought armes, 
'* and conveyed them into Monmouthshire, (which un- 
** der his Lordship's good favor was not so); — ^And, 
** Secondly, Fecause not long before he preached a 
** scrnion in Rosse, upon that text. Give unto Caesar 
the things that are Caesar's ; in which, his lordship 
said, he had sfpoken treason, in endeavouring to give 
**^ Gaesar mere than his due^ These two crimes cost 
•* Master Swift no less than three hundred pounds !" 



4ft 
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BRIEF 

NOTICES OF GOODRICH, 



JL H E parish of Goodridi, whose history ad.di$ so in- 
teresting a portion of information to these pages, is -ixi 
point of richness and fertility, equal to most parts of the 
delightful county of Hereford, the soil being of a fiite 
loamy nature, producing rich crops of all sorts of grain, 
besides abounding in large and valuable orchards. 

* *A icarce and eurimii Tnft, called * '* Meicttttui Ruttieoi.*' 

, la 
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In addition to the pleasantness of the situation, t^e 
gredt turnpike road leading from all parts of South 
Wales to London runs thro** the ce?ntre of the parish, 
dnd several renpecta^ble fiimilies add to ihe sociability of 
the neighbourhood. No part of the kingdom affords 

knore delightful vi^^g than those which present them- 
fielvee at 

PEN-Cft At6 AND Tp£ COPPET-HIIX, 

And persons who are fond of the exercise of riding or 
walking, wili seldom be long confined at homei foi\ 
from the nature of the 9oi)« the roads soon become dry 
even after a succession of wet weather* The market 
towns of Ross and Monmouth are placed at the easy 
distances of four and six miles^ — which afford evevy 
gratification to be derived from more enlarged society, 

THE FERRY HOUSE. < 

Protected by a beautiful banging wood, and fronted 
by the river Wye, from whose shore it recedes about 
twenty yards, stahd» thfe above hoose, where a tioitSE 
Ferry keeps open the communication of the neighbour- 
hood. This passage over the stream gave name to the 
opposite parish, WALFORD, derived from thfe 
i^xon, }Vael'Jbr4^ the Orm^, m fdpid, fiipd, whftth its 
VAirrent so .lastly impl4e9b It h^ \ftm mssemd^ ih^t a 
Roman why, troth i4i)nfn^mh^ 'fed Hkttm^ Goodrich, 
across the Wye, to SoUitr*© ^ Aie pftPteh t>( Wtotte, 
tad frota tbenfe^ fo Gkyde^e^^^ls^t ^^ opinion <!&! todt 
receive the slightiest*^it #c«a Br^ CWftn. Th^ 5Pbrry 
Houiseis iAii^had»ii'cd foir iti petted fiituaUoiiiL 




CONTINUATION OF THE EXCURSION 

DOfVN THE TTYE. 






F.AVtNG Goodrich Castle,'— the banks on the LEFT, 
vihich bad hitherto contributed less to entertain, began 
now principally to attract attention; rearing themselves 
gradually into grand steeps ; sometinaes covered with 
thick woods,* and sonaetimes forming vast concave 
slopes of mere verdure; unadorned, except here and 
theret' by a stmggliiig tree; vrbile the flocks^ which 
Imn^ browzing itpeu theiB, saen firora th^ bisttom^ 
were ^^imiuisJied 'miQ white specks^ ' 

rnV. VIEW At RUER-DEAN CHURCHt 

Unfolds itself next^ which is a seene of great gr^ndeun 
Here both sides of the river are steep* and both waodyi 
but in one, the woods are intermixed with rocks. The 
deep umbrage of the Forest of Dean occupies the front; 
and the spire ot tlie cbirrck o'iseiB among tUe tree>% The 
Jr«ich of tlue Jxver^ wiiich extebits thia scenj?, isjkmg; 

^ 9hi)ils the ^eiier^iJMmidexit^^ the ^dfftceot cduntrfv^^^ftH!; /eviEtrjr-ifcti ttt tfvelve 
ye«r«» tj^c. woodi are cropped quite; clo^ to the giu^und. .pruicipally xo supply the fcnigjes 
9nd fumacr^^ with charcoal, &c. and as thef sprout again, this d^lUMftil vlfrduie ap-r 
peKtrs-stnirc%;d!ftiTig«riihat}le, ~sK some iiist^irce, from the most luxothtft trrops. Aj in 
other spots their vigor ii iacreasedi or come to {uU growth, different tint^and s^^dei 
Are seen, which constitute the wonderful variety- so peculiar to these scenes. Even 
•the cheerless. ahd .rocky hills, which overlook the riyer, contribute a. considerable par* 
tJon of advanta|;e to their neighbourhood $ for possessing alimestooe quality^ and the 
Forest of bean afibrdix^g^ a che^ <Hi?^ ^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^* GonveAiently enricjied 
With lime at an t9$f cspence, 

and. 



THE WYE. 

and, of course, the view, which is a noble piece of na- 
tural perspective, continues sometime before the eye; 
but when the spire comes directly in fronts the grandeur 
of the lan<)scape is gone.* 

THE STONE QUARRIES 

On the ri^t, from which the Bridge of Bristol was 
built ; and on the left, the Furnaces of Bisbop*s Wood, 
vary the scene, though they are objects of no great 
importance in themselves. The whole here greatly im- 
proves, and the stream f|ows thrQUgh an aveniie of 
richer cloathing. 

. For some time, both sides of the river continue steep 
and beautiful* No particular object indeed character- 
izes cither, but here Nature characterizes her own 
si^enes. We admire the infinite variety with which she 
shapei and adorns these vast concave and convex forms* 
We admire also that varied touch with which she expresses 
every object. 

In the reach bdow this is 

LIDBROOK, 

Where, from a large Wharf, Cods are shipped for 
Hereford and other places. Here the scene is tma and 
pleasing. All has thus far been grandeur and tranquility. 
It u now life and bustle^ A road runs diagooally along 

*liuffr-Dean ii a iflSBll parUb. in the hundred of St. Briavels. In the Forest division. 
It is called Ruer-Dean (supposed to be a corruption of River-bean )» because if is 
situate on the River Wye, and to distinguish it from the nei^boufing places of 
Mitchel-Dean and Little-Dean^ which abound with pit coal and iron ore. The church 
la i curacy, in the deanery of Ross, worth about twenty pounds a year, and to which 
the Vicar of Walford has the preaeatment, 

the 
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THE WYE* 

the bsinkf and horses and carts appear passing to thA 
small vessels, M^hich lie against the wharf, to receive 
their burdens. Close behind, a rich woody hill hangs 
sloping over the Wharf, and forms a grand back-ground to 
the whole* The contrast of all this business, the engines 
used in lading and unlading, together with the solem« 
t]\ty of the scene, produce altogether a picturesque as« 
semblage* The sloping hill is the front screen s the two 

side-^screens are low. 

« 

Both here and at Bishop's Wood (before Aientioned), 
the proprietor, William Partridge, esq# of Monmouth^ 
has lately made very large additions to the former ex- 
tensive iron Works at these places ; and Mn Teague, 
the owner of several collieriei^ in the iPorest of Dean« 
has laid down a rail or tram road, to communicate with 
A wharf on the bank of the Wye, for the purpose of 
better supplying the city of Hereford, and intervening 
places near the river, with this valuable article iu 
life. 

COUMT FIE L 19. 



A 



Little below Lidbrook, on the right, stood ftti 
Ancient Mansion, rendered distinguishable from having 
been the Nursety of iSng Henry the Fifih. We are told by 
Williams, in his History of Monmouthshire, ** That 
•* being, when young, of a weak and sickly habit, he 

was 
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Irtt placed here, under the care of the CotiDtess of 
Salisbury. 

The par^h of Bicknor,* in which it is situJited^ 
forms a part of the county of Monmouth^ thougU 5111- 
rounded by Herefordshire, Court Field was previously 
called Qreen Field* but chjinged its nftmc? to that it 
is liow known byi from the Moyal Infant being uur^ 
tured therci 

* The estate belonging to it^ whidi 15 $onJewhat cbusi- 
derable^ has* for a long space of years* been in the 
possession of the Vaughau family* The name is soft-* 
ened to ^nglirfi pronunciation, but was anciently called 
Pychan^ which in Welch -means iitile^ implying the lessee 
part of a greater family, they being lineally related to 
the Herberts Earls of "Pembr^^kej and for tliat reason 
called little Herberts 

Since tlie'ltellbii of his fether* the present William 
Vaughan* esq. having jassumed the government of his 
own fortune* the ancient house has been taken down< 
and dn its site lias been erected a very handsome 
mansion* tton^atible with the ci^mibrte of ^nodecn life« 
It occupies a commanding etnirience* which falls down 
in a fine slope to the.watcf^s^get and when the orna* 
mental gardening and plantations* now laid out* shall 
have s^proached inaturity^ it wiH vie with the wysji 
tasteful residenoe in the suri'outiding neighbourhood* 
Mr. Maddozi 'of Monmouth^ w^ the Architi^t* 

"* BicKNOt ytil ihtluAlf cliled BiCAitoFiti, a SaxOn vroM, derived ftotfl BiA 
aiiMer, Mtd ottt, ItSi^r^fAiA ilOfUu iu ' tiOUtlatit 

Welch 



J 






WELCM^BICKJ^OR CIIVRCM4 



z\bout hh\( ^ mUe from ^ourt Fiddi on the siinMi 
shore of the Wye, stands the parish church of Welch 
Bicknor, — so. calledi to distinguish it from another vil- 
lage of the same name) about two miles belowi on thet 
opposite side of the riveri in Glbc^tershirei which noW 
only divides the two couhtiesi but was formerly the 
bounddry between the Welch and Englisii, according 
to this verse of Neckham :* 

** hde vagos Vaga .Cambrais^s^ Knc t^spidt An^OsJ* 
Hence WT£ the ENGLISH views» and tbencc the WELCH. 

It is a very small buildings measuring only 9b yards 
long^ ty 12 wide^ the body being withotit any pave- 
ment^ except the flat stones which cover the dead. But 
for the antiquarian and historilin it possesses something 
intere^ing, for tradition informs us, that the CoUhtess of 
Satishfry, tote nursed King Henry the tiftK ^*« buried here. 

Her effigy is placed to front the readinj§^ desk in the 
body of the church. Siie is represented by a whole 
Length I'eicumbent figure, carved on a stone of a dirty 
colour 4 but the abilities of tbeartist intitle bim -to crediti 
for tlie free and Idose manner in which he has executed 

* r^s<]utt«ft, %x NetMiani (a Monk), i>^ a writer 6f Latin poetrf. and died id 
^hc year 1*17. Be w3u brisidallf called '* Nequaai," Vm chafed hit name; because 
that when he desired to be re^admitted ib St. Alban's prior/, the Abbot replied to 
him, •• Sibtmussis, veaiai — si nequani, nequaquam.'^ Displeased at the allusion, 
^e;4nUed ItSmitlf N^ekhsm eirer tftenmnls. He was bred m the unWerritf of Paris. 

R the 
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the dtapery. The head if ornamented with a dress o( 
early date (tlie features wholly exposed), and on each 
side is an infant child, lying near to her face. The left 
arm is broken off abofe the elboMr, yet the hand remainsi 
in which she holds a cross suspended from her neck, and 
with the right hand her flowing robes. The figure is 
also broken at the knees. It is certainly of ancient 
date, but there is no inscription, nor character^ to sup* 
port the traditiofi that it represents the Countess o( 
Salisbury. 

The annals of British History, at the period in which 
that lady lived, are veiled in a considerable degree of 
obscurity, or we should not be left in such uncertainty 
with respect to the true place of her interment. ' Thus 
far howerer we know of her connections : 

Her maiden name was Maud Francoys. Her father, 
who (in a work I quote), is stiled Sir Adam Francoys, 
Knt. was a man of eminence, having served the office 
of Lord Mayor of London. She was three times mar- 
ried. Her first husband was Sir Alan Buxhull, the 
elder^ Lieutenant of the Tower; — her second, is called 
John Aubrey, son of Andrew Aubrey, citizen of Lon- 
don; — and, her last, John Montacute, third Farl of 
Salisbury^ and Lord Monthelmer. Now the question 
is, af v)kat time did she marry tUs John earl of SaUAury ? If 
this circumstance was clearly known, the subject under 
consideration would cease to be any longer a niatter of 
dispute* On a frst view^ her title in life forbids the 
employment supposed, she ranking, by her last mar- 
riage, above the Prince's mother, who at that time was 

only 
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only Coimtess of Derby, — a«d next to tl)is^ the political 
principles of her Lord, render such a situation about 
the Prince still more inadmissible. 

"the truth or fallacy of this Lady's having been Nurse 
to King Henry, has induced the writer to call in the 
aid of every historical testimony within his reach, — as 
well as the splendid talents of some gentlemen (who 
have honored him with their notice), who hold tlie first 
ranl^ in this walk of learning, in order to ascertain what 
degree of credit is due to this popular tradition; a^nd it 
gives him the greatest pleasure to be privileged to lay 
tlie communications of the latter before the public, — 
which are as follow ; 

•* With respect* to the figure in Welch Bfcknor 
** church, ascribed to the Countess of Salisbury, who is 
** said to have nursed King Henry the Fiftli, I conceive 
the story rests on tradition, founded perhaps only on 
her holding two children in Jier arms, of which I 
have seen other instances. The Countess of Salisbury 
likely to come in for that honor, would have been 
^'.Elizabeth, daughter of John Lord Mortimer, of 
•* Dunster castle^ wife of William Montacute, secbncl 
'* Earl of Salisl^ury of that name, who died 1396 or 7 ; 
** but shy expressly bequeathed her body to be buried 
'^ with her hnd)sind's family at Bustle3ham« or Bisham, 
abbey, in Berkshire.* Welch Bicknor was part of 
the jointure of her hushnnd's mother, wife of his 
father the first earl. She died 18 Richard IL (i395)» 
** but where she was buried does not appear, 

* Du{dile*i Baronaie, Vol. I. paice649— >5^^ 
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BICKNOR CHURCH. 

^» Ttet ihfi pttson here represented migl^t have 
♦* nursed Henry tlie Fifth (who w^ born at Moniiiouth 
^^ 1388), and one of bts brothers or sisters^ H not im? 
" probable, and therefore represented holding two 
^^ children in her arms, as the nurse of Reve of Anjou 
♦* and his sister in France, or t^e lady in Blickliu 
*' chancel in Norfolk, who died in child bed of a son 
♦* and daughter :— but that she was a ncbU Lady, or ^ 
^* La^ of thes^Mcmor^ MAY BE DQUBTKD." 

Thus far t;he one — Jet me now add the opinion of 
THE REV. DR. GRIFFIN. 

^^ Sir Alan Buxhull, the ^rst husband, was a person 
*' politically devoted to the House of Lancaster; for 
^* which attachment, he was appointed Constable of the 
^* Tower of London. In bis adherence to this family,' 
^* he is s^id to have violated the first ofSces of humanity, 
** by putting to death la cool blood, and without order, 
^^ some hostages wbiph the King hac^ po|nmiUed to his 
^^ care, . From the confidence her husbf^iid ^joyed in 
^* the monal'i^h*^ est^e^1| it iei supposed, that this Lady^ 
** while the wife of Sir Ats^n* Bq^hulli wa^ appointed 
^* Nurse to (he infant PrinpCi an4 ^^^ ^hf is stiled 
^^ Countess of Sali^ury, because she really was sucb at 
^^ the tnne of l^r decease. There is no di|te affined to 
^^ either of her marriatges, or lliat alone' wQuld decide 
^* for us j-^but ^ere is every reason foy supposing, that 
♦♦ if she was Nurse to the Prince, it originated in ber 
^^ husband's violent pr^ttection fpr the Xaiicastrian 
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BICKNOR CHURCH. 

In tfee window 9f tlie body Qf Bicknoc ^hiKcl}« look- 
ing to tlie eastward, and nearly opposite the stone 
figure, is a circular space in the centre, which, befora 
it was replaced by the. present glass, there is just resh 
son to believe, contained the arms of the person, who- 
ever she was, that lies bufied here, ThSs demolition 
every reader of taste will lanient, as tbey Hvpuld have 
reduced to a certainty the family to which she belonged 
— and with whose history we are so anxious to be made 
acquainted^ 

Tl>e church does not contain any oth^r ancsionl; mo- 
nument ; hut flat stories record the memories of tho 
ancestors of 'WiUia.ni V^ugh^^ esq, <Hf Co^rt Fields 
J^efore mentioned. 

THE CH4LJCE. 

Used in the administration of the sacrament at Btektioi^ 
Church, has been deemed of high antiquity, from •» 
inscription on the cover, which was taken iot the date 
of the year, viz. 1 146,— the 22d of king^enry 11^ 
but this is an erroneous conjecture. 

The Jlgures of one, as they are deemed, are I. !• the 
iiutiiJs of^he dQQor's name, or the name oi thecliiiirch* 
wa^d^n at tho tiroa it was purchased, ai>«Q JO^Wt iCdp. 
For liratilf of .roog), thf stcokft, fiequentlywed inst«itd 
«f tb^ two nqughts (i6— ), is omittpd,^-rthe rest is. 
eml^ wcertainedr— 2ind tlic abovie definition wjjl be 
found correct. Hence the c^p is oii^ly poQi i^st^4 of^ 
of 663, years old, as was Jbtfore assgrte^ . 

^ Liwig^ a sma^ ReCforyy is in the ^ of ike Q^owii, 

At 
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AT ENGLISH BICKNOR, 

A triangular busby mount hangg like a noble rampart to 
the wate^ at the next reach. The verdant rocks now 
spread their tufted heads in variegated order ; and at 
t)ie half-way point, the abrupt cliffs, called 

Opened an amphitheatre of romantic beauties, beyond 
the power of words or canvass to express. The front 
screen first appears as a woody hill, swelling to a point: 
-^in a few minutes it changes its shape, and the woody 
liiU becomes a lofty side screen on the right, — while 
the front unfolds itself'into a majestic piece of rocky 
scenery. 

Here, in a- beautiful little bay, formed by the hand 
of Naturfit .company bring the boat to anchor, — ^and 
display, on the bank of the river, those stores of refresh- 
ment . which generally they provide for the voyage. 
Nothing can exceed this spot, for its beauty, which is 
truly a chosen one, — and derives its name from being 
nearly th/^ •* Mid-way** of the Excursion. ^ . 

The creeping evergreens upon the protuberances of 
e^cl) mouldering rock, and the profusion of other 
hanging foliage, present a variety of vivid tints inimi- 
tably soft and fine. No tapestry of art^ not even of th€f 
rich Gdbelins,^ can possibly excel this admirable pro- 
duction of the loom of Nature. 

» 

* A boute in Pabis tn thtf tubu^bf of St. MarceaUt m cllled from GUii GobeliD, 
an excellent djer, whp found out the secret 9f (lyin{ jcarlet in tbft rei|;n of F^rapcij I. 
At thit place they aide the fiiflit tapettry in-£urope. v '' 

With 
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With tlie sincere^ sorrow I intrude oft this ;retircd 
scencti by inserting the following melancholy events 
which took place here. On Friday, the 14th of Sep- 
tember 1806, John Whitehead Warre, esq. of Heodon, 
in Middlesex, accouipanied by Mrs. Warre and four of 
their children, made the excursion down the Wye from 
Ross in a pleasure bo^t, intending to go to Monmouth } 
and when they arrived at the half-way pioint^ th^ sat 
down tb a cold collation, brought with theiti, to enjoy 
in the uninterrupted shade. As soon as the repast was 
over, their eldest son, a fine youth, about 16 years of 
age, was induced, by the fineness of the day, to. bathe; 
but, in attempting to swim across the river, he, as i$ 
supposed, was seized with the cramp, and instantly 
sunk 4o the bottom, in the presence of the whole party. 
The boatmen had gone into the adjoining wood, to 
^'ather nuts, while the family were at dinner; when« 
alarmed by the shrieks they heard, they returned to the 
boat, who finding the accident that had occurred, one 
of them, named John Smith, plunged immediately into 
the river, dived, and brought Master Warre to the 
surface of the stream, for, from the clearness the water, 
the body was as distinctly seen,, as though it had been 
extended on the green turf before them. 

The skill of Smith, as ia swimmer, would have saved 
the yoitfb, if the latter had not laid such hold on him ; 
but seizing him, as it were, with a death-like grasp, 
by his arms, they both went down again together to the 
bottom ; npr was it but with the greatest diflBculty that 
h^ could get disengaged, so as to preserve his own life* 

To 
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Toinorettt^ lihe distress of the party^ the pleasttre bcaf^ 
Whidt wfi» large and heavy^ was unluckily moored at 
stmie distatice lower ^dwn the stream^ which pi-eduded 
it* immeck»at6 assislKtice^' so that another of a lighter 
kind^ thk lay ttot far off was resorted to, ami by that 
means tliey bfouglit the body to shore^ from whence it 
waa omkreykd to the cottage of Thos. Weare, of Crow- 
annih (a ftiw hutidred yardi; belovv, on the opposite side * 
erf the rxVerYt where every means were used* bat without 
effect, to restore suspended anirtiation. Thus perished 
this titifoftutittte youth, in tlie presence of his parents^ 
and itt the blodm of life ; whose opening virtues, as his 
fether decteried to me, gave them the happiest assur-* 
ances of its- adding an honor to them and to society* 
His rimaitii^* were afterwards removed to Monmonth< 
attdridtt 'the* Monday following interred in that church- 
yard, amidi^fc the tears of the surrouhding spectatorSf 
Whose ettirtiteiiances bespoJte flieir genuine sorrow for 
hiife v^ jH'etttature fete. 

What the-wiguish of his family was on this lament- 
able eveqt, language indeed would oonvey but a feint 
idea 'of,-^iucreased as it were by a rapidity^ equal to 
thought, in its recollection, from the purest joy to the 
deepest distress. Mrs. Warre had lately recovered from 
a severe illness ;•— to improve her health this exciitsaon 
was nndei4lik^n,-''««nd m order to promote its.ple«ttreSf 
{I diink Mr, Warre informed me) this child iu parti-^ 
cular was brought from school, to join in the party« 
To express, in some degree, ttose feelings, and* their 
regard £w^ son so dear, thus iarljr cidled irom tberiif 

a MONU- 
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ii Monument has been erected^ on the bank of'thd 
Wye^ at C0LDWELL4 iminedlatdy opposite that part 
of the river where the melancholy event took place^-^ 
^vhich may serve as a beagon to others* ** how they 
" trust the deceitful stream^? It was executed in, 
London by Code and Selby* and bears the following 

\ 

INSCRIPTIONr 

Sacted tb tHe mem fry df Joha WUIt«hc«d Wftnt, wh^ peir^^ed X^e%t ll|U s^ 
-WhiUt bathing in the river Wye, in sigh^ of hit afBiAed parents, fao-dther, ^nd nUttS, 
on the 14th of September 1804, in the z6th year of his age. 

GOO'S WliL BE DONE! 

Who. in bis itiercy hat gninted consolatiofi to the parents of the departed, in th$ 
reflexion, that b9 possessed trutlu innocence. filUl piety» ajnd fnHetn4l afife^UOp* iA 
the hln^eat degree ;— tha^,. bu^ a few mtmenta bcifor^ he wa^ c^llcid tQ 3^ bettef li^, 
he had \irith % neve? to be fori^uen piety, yAnfid his fatpilj^ in joyful thaiUps tp hii^ 
Sf^^er.' for th« reuontti^n pf 1^« scKMbfX's bta|tj». 

MU fronts, in justice to his amiable, virtuOas, tnd excellent disposition, declare, 
he was ^old of offence towards them ; and, with humbled hearts, they bow tb the aU 
mighty's dispensations ; tmstIng..thro* the mediation 6{ his blessed Son, he vHll neiv 
cifully receive their child he so suddenly took to himself. 

« 

T^is indnu«^eirt is Here erelfted to Watn ]^renta and ot^«n to b« <2K4Sfnl hOw. ^^^ 
trust the de<ieitf^I stieam ; and particularly to exhort th^m to 4eam and observe the 
dlredVons of the Humane Society for the recovery of persons apparently drowned. It 
is M^ith extreme anguish ktfrc commemorated what )s Mi foe the want of the JuiOiWled^ 
of them. 

Passenger, who e*er thou %Vt spare this tomb. It is ere^ed for the benefit of 1^9^ 
surviving, and but a poor record of the grief oF those that witnessed the sad occa- 
sion of it. God preieiVe ynu aitf^ yQur'4, ^nd uuy y4u liot reqi^irc the assistance* 
But, if unfortunsitely you should* the appa^riitus aUd di^d^dns for their sppHcatiQi). 
by the Humane Society, fof \he savipgqf persons Jlpparently drffw^cd, j^re Wjcd at 
the chur<;Ji p.f Co^weU, 

ON THE 0TH1:R SIDE! 

It is wlt^ great grtrtitude acknowledged by the parents tif the deceased, that per* 
mission was gratuitously and most bbligiugly granted by William Vaughan, ^f 
Court Yield, es<[, proprietor of the land, for the eredlon of this mpnument. 
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Under such poignant grief, what heart but tvouldl 
exuh, in every sympathetic endeavour, to sooth the 
sorrows of this family ?— ^not only at a distance from 
home, but also in a town, to whose inhabitants they 
were totally unknown ! Yet, tho' I share in the flattery, 
I deem it a duty to the inhabitants of Monmouth, thu» 
publicly to express Mr* Warre's sentiments, communi- 
cated by him to the writer, in a letter, he having made 
an offer of his house to the family, during' the fulfil- 
ment of the last sad offices of humanity to his departed 
son. After expressions of great esteem, he thus pro- 
ceeos •' 

"Accept our united, most grateful, scknowledgmentt, for the ofFbr of yrour house ; 
*^ but the kind attention and sfmpathy of Mr. and Mrt. Crutchley (then of the King*s 
** Head, but now of the Angel, Abergavenny, in this county}, and even their tervantx* 
'* to our distress, render it more like a house of comfort than an Inn. Nor can I, oir 
** this occanOB, oftiit expressing my most grateful sense of the kindness and c9nuDh* 
". seratioB of your clergyman, Mr. Davis, -<~Mr, Hughes, your banker, wjio most 
*' frsnkly and liberally offered me every pecuniary assistance, — as also to WiUiam 
** Powell, esq. and family. In short, Sir» every consolation has been bestowed/' 

These attentions, if such a name they deserve, were 
soon remunerated to every indivtdu^J. To the boat- 
man, John Smith, independent of a pecuniary reward 
on the spot for his generous exertions, and Thomas 
Weare,* the cottager, handsome Silver Cups, each 

* Mr. Warre was struck with surprise when in the cottager's house, and finding 
thtf name so very like his own. A$ the monument was sent to me, And the spot 
on which it was to be ereded, left for me to seleft, I called on Thomas to point 
out where in the river the accident occurred, that the monument might front that part 
of the stream* It was the cider-making season, at the time of my visits and I found 
the old man with a bow over his shoulder (such as the men use in hauling barges up 
the Wye), tugging round the wheel of the mill, singing a merry song, whil^ his wife 
"and childf wl>o ^ere keeping the pulp within the channel, join*d in the chorus of it* 
'Xhe novelty of such a scene highly interested me, nor could I help remarking 
'* who should .say that happiness was confined to any situation." The boatman^ 
Sttitk, died soon after he received the cup, 

beariaj 
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bearing appropriate inscriptions, expressive of Mr. 
Warre's acknowledgments, were sent down, and thrtf 
the medium of the writer conveyed to them, — and, 
at the same time. GoLD MOURNING lllNGS to each 
of the gentlemen mentioned in the preceding letter^ 
recording the fate of the ijintimely sufferer. On the 
morrow sifter the funeral, the family returned to CLIF- 
TON, — from which place Jthey set out on the excursion 
that terminated so fg^tal to their domestic happiness. 



The beauty and quiet of this scene has lately received 
considerable diminution, by the erection of an extensive 
Lime- Kiln just below,— the effluvia from it which is not 
only disagreeable in itself, but obscures by its smoke the 
appearance, jn some plsices, of those beautiful greens, 
with which the rocks are cloathed, and for which they 
are so peculiarly admired. 

The massy heaps beneath, thrown from their native 
rocks by tlie devastation of time, are ''very curious, and 
some of them little inferior to the famous Bowdar stone 
in Borrowdale ^ one, in particular, infinitely more de- 
serves the similitude of " a ship lying on its keel," im- 
inersed too in the bosom of these lucid streams. 

AT ROCKLANDS, 

Is a handsome mansion, the property of the late Walter 
HWl^ Esq. The house occupies a gentle rise^ a short 
distance from the edge of the river ; fronted by a beau- 
tiful lawn, and protected in the badcground by the 

CoPPET 
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COPPET Him 

""ISefcrti mentioned, round wUich the Wye makes suCh 
te extensive sweep^ and from whose summit we enjoy 
4 most beautiful riew of the principal objects noticed m 
these pages* 

t>ay$ might there be past with pleasure in oohtemr 
plating the landscapes ♦which from every point spread 
themselves before us. It reflects the highest credit on 
the taste and sociability of the ancient gentlemen of for^ 
tune in this country, by ^heir erection 'of "a Summer 
House in such a spot as we are now speaking of, 
Very few parts of the kingdom can bo^st of sud) a 
pountry as this which lies around us. 

We now came to the second ferry, called 

HUNTS-HOLM* ROPE), 

HEAR WHIT£CHyRCH{ 

^hich, to give an idea of the beauteous course of thi$ 
river, is seven miles distant from the upper one at Good^ 
rich l>y water, and only one by land* The parish 
. church liere, is another picturesque objept on the verge 
of the water, so near as sometimes to be surrounded by 
the flood ; the vast hills beyond are remarkably bold, 
imd form a sublime terminiEttion to this reach. 

f HOIM [SasQn] H^liwf, l|iftult Ateiiilct,Hl river iiland, jiccoitling toBedrt 
pt, pl|in gntff ground upon water tidrt» or in the water, according to Camden* 
f < tim iupbli tto^i ita c6A)p» de WetfoAc.*' M(Mi. AWgl. a ptr. ilbl. »63. ^* 
Hierefbrei where any fhet is called hy thai name, cr where this syU^e ii )<>ii»(l 
fvlth an/ other in the name* of places, it fignifiet a place surrounded with water, 
fi ^ flat tlolttl^s, tlie Stee)) HoKMSt ntar Bristol. But if the ^ItiAitiota l>f t)ie pt^e 
fiitiot neM the wat«r. ttei| 1| wt^ ttfhtfy ^ bUlf l^&^,^1bT iSAtm, te ttthn, ^> '^ 

A short 
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A short distance from thi!* ferry, on the 1^ bteSt o( 
the river, stands an ancient manor ho^e, called 

HUNTS-HOLM, 

The property of William Vaughjan, esq, who olvns 
Court Field. The last resident of the family was John 
Vaughan, esq. Mr. Powles is the present occupier* 

Below, the river takes a fine course, glidit^ through 
a long reach of hills, whose sloping sides are covered 
with large lumpish, detached stones, which seem, in a 
Course of years, to have rolled from a girdle of rocks, 
^hat surround the upper regions of th^e high grounds 
/bn both sides, but particularly on the left, 

WHITECMURCH. ' 

(In a curious book. ^ taj posifestida. i«latitog to Htrefoi^Ctthedcal, diii ^i|6fe 
\\ called ** Aiba Moxiasterio ;*' but there is no mention made in the Monaikicon 
9f any R^eligious Hou&e b«inc t;rere eitabliish&d, nor that it wai tonpje^ed with the 

Priory at Goodrich. ] 



HE parish of Whitechurch is situated on the 

right bank of the river Wye, a few hundt-ed y ands from 

its shore; and is one of th^e prettiest, and most pleasant, 

ViHages, in this part of the country ; being placed tft 

an ^asy distance from the tbwns of Ross and Mbtirtiouth 

^toeach of which places is a beautiful ride), and through 

it runs* the great turnpike road from London to all phrfs 

M Seilth W«de9, ^tid the South of IrelMnd. This dr- 

cumstance 
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cumstairce, added to the attraction of Monmoutlishire 
as a &shionable tour« gives ii an air of cheerfulness un- 
known to other places around. 

The Gwillyms were formerly^ possessed of considerable 
estates in this parish ; but issue falling in the female line, 
they of course have been divided, and distributed into 
marriage connexions. Mr. John Gwillym, tl>e learned 
author of the work called " A Display of Heraldry t** 
was a branch of this family. 

The soil of Whitechurch, like that of Goodrich be- 
fore mentioned,' is of a fine loamy nature, producing 
excellent crops of all sorts of grain, woth the addition of 
rich fruit trees, which fui-nish the farmer's cellars with 
large quantities of cider and perry ; so abundant indeed, 
as to make those liquors the general beverage of the 
country^ 

A curious custom prevails in Herefordshire, as well 3S 
. in some p^rts of Monmoutlishire, called 

Whichi as it is different from any thing practised else- 
where, I shall take the liberty to rdate : 

On the Feast of the ISpiphany, soon after midnight, 
the bailiff of each farm, with all the other servants, pro- 
ceed to a wheat-rfield, generally the most conspicuous 
upon the estate ; where thirteen fires are lighted up, one 
of which is much larger than the rest. These fires blaz- 
ing on e^evy hill, and made still more visible* by the 
darkness of the night,, hav§ a peculiarly strikipg effect 

tipon 
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i^pon a stranger, especially when he is witness to the 
loud acclamations which incessantly reverberate through- • 
out the district until sun-rise. It is hardly necessary to . 
mention, that these rites are never performed without 
very plentiful libations of beer and cider. At day-break« 
the scene closes until the evening, when the maid ser- 
vants introduce a large plumb *cake, which is taken to 
the beast-house, (a hole being bored through the mid- 
die of it), and put upon one of the horns of the principal 
ox. The bailifiF then receiving a cup of beer, repeats 
the following barbarous lines : 

** Here's to thee, BENBOW,* and to thy white horn, 
** And God send my master a good crop of com ; 
^V Both wheat, rye, and barley, and all sorts of grain, 
*' And this time twelve months 1*11 drink to thee again: 
'* Do thou eat thy oats, and Vl\ drint my beer, 
'* And God send us all a happy New Year,'* 

The Bailiff having drank this health, the other Ser- 
vants drink to the other Oxen in the same words, only 
varying their names. 

This done, the ploughboy goads the principal ox» 
and endeavours, by every means, to make him toss the 
cake off his horn. If the ox throws it before him, it 
belongs to the bailiff, — if behind, to the ploughboy ; but 
if it still remains on his horn, it is the property of the 
maid servants. This ceremony being finished, the door 
of the beast-house is fastened, and every spectator ob- 
liged to sing before he is suffered to depart. Upon quit- 
ting the beast-house, which must be done without the 

♦ Njrm» df the prin<:ipal ox. 

assistance 
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assistaneeoJFa cancUe^ the ingenuity of the girls exert* 
itsetf ift decking how to put tricks upon thecompattv^ 
— such as setting paikof waterto turn We into, together 
with many other feats of equal pleasantry^ The even- 
ing is concluded with general festivity and mirth. 



DE^CRtPTlON or TH£ 

The. mind that sympathizes — that rejoices in- seeing 
its fellow-cr^atwes happyt would feel a pleasure in 
witnessing the very kind and generous manner with 
which the fermers in this county treat their servants in 
husbandry, during the Harvest Seasons. 

Time being too valuable to admit of long hours of re- 
freslvnenit in the day, the joys of the table are of course 
suspended till the evening, — ^'tis then the soul unbends 
itself, ** and to its genius freely gives,** When their 
labours have witnessed the sun*s departing rays, thejr 
repair with clean hands to the hospitable mansioUt where 
theh: arrival has beeti anticipated by due preparation of 
the worthy owper* On entering, first comes the aged 
srre, with modest step and cheerful countenance, his 
locks (perhaps ^rey in the same service) neatly parted 
at the top of his head, and smoothly combed down the 
sides of his fece, whom the master kindly greets with 
warmth of heart, as the acknowledgment due to hi^ 
fidelity. Others then advance, not less desefving of the 
cheering ^mile, amougsrt whom, we discover the " arch 

CambriaOf 
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Cambrian/'* led from home by that most powerful of 
all incitements^ the hope of a more liberal reward for 
his labours ; while the blossoms of a future race of 
** Nature's favorites/' tho*last, not lesist in love, close 
the rear of this interesting procession. 

Let us take A view of the economy of the interior- 
In the centre of the hall stands the Baron's Board (the 
long oak table)^ covered with a cloth that might vie 
with the snow for whiteness^ an which is spread such 
substantial joints as are suitable to the keen appetite that 
results from exercise ; and^ near the top and bottom ^ 
are placed, two chosen milk-pails^ selected by the dairy- 
maid for their neatness, filled with the liquor of their 
native county ^ — good Herefordshire cider. 

In the arrangement of dur system, ** Order being- 
Nature's first Law,'* so is a due observance of it here 
maintained^ — every one being placed according to bis 
service in the family^ This Ceremony finished, each 
guest helps himself to those meats he likes best, nor is 
the hand restrained from taking that portion which 
hunger demands4 by the watchful glances of his master ^ 
nor^ it should be observed^ is any limit affixed to the 
number of visits which the pails pay to the cider cask, 
*-^tho\ by frequent applications^ at the close of the 
evening he does not flow so rapidly as in the earlier 
parts of the day. 

* Considerable asdstaoce to the labours of theie seasons is given by the frontie'r 
Welchmen, — th« hajr and corn harvests being here more early than in South Wales ; 
after which they return home, miw mih, to reap t second ctop in their own 
cpunir*^. 

T Dis- 
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Dismissing the superfluities, with grateful thanfe^f 
each heart begins to prepare itself for the remaining 
convivialities of the evening. Pipes (those char n;iers of 
an idle hour, as the facetious I. H. Brown calls them), 
are now introduced, and every guest is called upon to 
ornament his face with one of them. These being filled 
and lighted, and an health drank to the founder of the 
feast, the master of the house (who all the while, seated 
in his large straw elbow chair, has been mingling in 
social converse), now begins to call on the vocal per- 
formers, in rotation, for their Songs. 

It has ever been characteristic of an Englishman to 
advance his own pre-eminence, at the expence of sur- 
rounding nations, — not reflecting, that his peculiarities 
are equally open to the shafts of his rival's wit. France 
and Spain, — ^those perennial fountains of his contempt 
and exultation, — give a scope for triumph, which is 
here indulged in most liberally, in such ideas as the 
following : 

•' A Cheshire man goes on a trading voyage to Spain, 
taking with him the productions of his dairy. On his 
arrival in that country, he foils into conversation with a 
native, on the different gifts bestowed by Providence on 
their respective nations* The Spaniard, after enume- 
rating many other blessings; speaks of his fruits, and 
that his land bears twice a year. Aroused by such re- 
marks, the Englishman observes, his lands bear twice a 
day, and producing a Cheshire cheese, vauntingly asks, 
if he can shew such fruits as those. The Spaniard ad- 
mitting his rival's better claim to a priority of luxuries, 

the 
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tlie Englishman, as a punishment for his assum(3tio'p 
makes liim dance the Cheshire round, — that is, give 
him a' good Oudgelling." 

Other airs, applicable to agriculture and a rural life 

go rounds — nor are the feats of arms, performed by 

the valour of our fleets and armies, such as the taking of 

Bellisle, Quebec, or the inspiring lays on the defeat 

of Mons. Confluis by Admiral Hawke, 

** Have you not heard of Sir Cloudcsly Shovel, of Russcl, Drake, 

^nd Bcnbow?"' 

forgotten amongst them : — even *' pity still records with 
a tear,*' at these homely meetings, the seaman's pre- 
mature grave, in the ** Loss of the Ramilies/' 

These convivialities are not restricted to any parti- 
cular hour, — they are, in a musical phrase, perfectly 
-ad libitum^ — nor does a frown from the master ever sus- 
pend their corrtinuance, — who seej^ns rather rejoiced in 
seeing his guests so merry, than anxious, by his autho- 
rity, tt) over-rule their happy meeting. Indeed, though 
repeated through the harvest, levery eyening appears to 
bring with it a fresh relish for the entertainment^ if an 
opinion might be formed from the late, or rather early 
hour, to whidi it is protracted. As, a FINALE,-^— at 
t4ieir*de|)arture, they form a circle before the door, 
and shout three times " Old Cider, (with the Name of 
their Master or Mistress) for ever." Their voices pro- 
nouncing each syllable at the same moment, and dwel- 
ling on it with a dyiiig cadence, produce, in the still 
hour of nfght, a wonderful echo in this hilly country. 
They then repair to their respective homes. 

Such is the peculiar boast and glory of Herefordshire. 
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JL HE HILLS, called GREAT and Little Dow a RD, 
which adjoin to the village of Whitechurch, and in part 
form the termination to the river view before nientioned, 
are objects equsil in beauty to any that the excursion 
presents between Jloss ?^nd JKlonmouth. Their difficulty 
of access may, in some degree, be a bar to inspection, 
but those who have leisure to ascend them, will be fully 
recompenced for the trouble, by the sublimity, gran- 
deur, and variety, of scenery, unfolded iii the pros- 
pect. 

The path which leads to it on the side which fronts 
the Wye, is steep, stoney, and uncouth, — but a horse 
road is formed at Crocker's Ash, (between Monmouth 
and Whitechurch) whereby it m^y be ascended witji 
less labour. 

These hills were given, at an early period, by the 
King, to the Barons of Goodrich castle, who in process 
of years dividec^ them among their tenants or vassals, 
lunounting in the ivhole to sixty-four shares. These 
divisions, however, are now reduced to about thirty-: 
one, aiid centre in a very few proprietors. 

Prom the indifference shewn to the property by the 
fcspective owners, Ijibgurin^ men have been induced 

to 
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to erect tenements,* and<in close sufficient ground round 
each of them, for the purpose of a garden. Many of 
these cottages, on the sjopiug bank, between Huntshohn 
and New Wear, are highly beautiful, when viewed 
from the opposite shore of the river, — and give that 
part of the hill a most cheerful appearance^ 

Mr. Shaw was wrong informed, where he asserts; 
he saw a snijall hut, by the water side, carlessly heaped 
together, which, according to established custom, 
the indigent natives raise in the night; this, if they 
^* can accomplish it, so as to cover in, and boil a pot, 
within the space of twelve hours unmolested, becomes 
tlieir own ; and they are allowed to enclose a suffici- 
ent quantity of land around it, and to rebuild a more 
suitable cottage." The best authority warrants me 
in saying, that no such privilege exists,- — ^but that, oa 
the contrary, it requires an uninterrupted possession 
for sixty years before it can become a freehold. The 
landowner can eject, by process of the Cpurt Baron^ 
and if the settler refuses to take notice, proceedings 
inore summary can be had against him. 

These Hills afford a plentiful supply of underwood 
for fence ^nd fuel for the farmers (nor in this instance is 
the whole parish restricted), as w^U as pasture for their 
sheep, but no great number are maintained on them. 
Camden, in his Additions to Herefordshire, . thus no- 
tices Doward: 

* Nearly the whole of the settlert ate men with laxge &miliei, who derive their 
subsistence by navigatini; the barges on the Wye ; hence the farmers are oof interested 
in their labour, — ^but, oa tbc (Contr»ry, find tjiiemjelves calle4 upon to support a 
numerous alien progcn]f. 

In 
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** In the south limit of this county is Doward (in the 
•• parish of Whitchurch) a pretty high hill, on the top 
'* whereof one would guess, by the ditches, there had 
" been an ancient fortification: and what makes it 

more probable, . in digging there for iron ore and. 

limestone, broad an*ow heads have been found of late 

years ; and not long ago, the greatest part of the 
*' bones of a gigantic person were found here interred, 
'" in a place that seemed to be arched over. The length 
^* of all the joints were twice the length of others of this 
** age. Captain Scudamore, of Kentchurch, had the 
" skull, and Mr. White, of the New Weare, near the 

place, bad the remaining bones, and gave them to a 

Chirurgton in Bristol." 
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That on it was an encampment is beyond all doubt, 
for its form is to be traced at the present day ; and in 
the centre of the camp are three mounds of earth, which 
seem to have been raised for the tents of the com- 
manders* The ground being defended on the E. by 
woody eminences, on the N. by abrupt rocky projec- 
tions, on the S. by the Wye, from whose banks the 
rocks rise almost perpendicular,— the W. part, ' which 
was deemed accessible, appears strongly fortified by 
intrenchments of earth, which remain in great preser^ 
vation. 

It is a circumstance worthy of remark, that the space 
of ground within the lines of an encampment, was called 
"the Bailie,'' — which is the name it is now kno^n by. 

Many years ago, when the return of May was welcomed 

with 



D O W A R D. 

with external marks of Joy, the village train used here 
to assemble, aud indulge in all thefrolic joys peculiar 
to the day, — among which sports, the entertainments 
of the Morris Dancers* held a distinguished rank. 

But its military attractions are of trifling moment^ 
when compared vvitn its prospects, which are so richly 
diversified from every point of view ; particularly N. and 
S. ; to the former, a country highly cultivated, bounded 
by Malvern hills, — and to the latter, the beautiful en- 
closures of Hadnock, terminated by woody heights 
peculiar to this country. At one point you obtain the 
reach into Monmouth, with its bridge; moving for- 
ward, the church and its elegant spire add to the num- 
ber of objects i and in going on, the whole town comes 
in sight; so that almost every step makes a sensible va- 
riation, either in the fore or back-ground of the picture. 

There is a circumstance in the grounds at Persfield 
which has excited much pleasure, viz« the small farm on 
the bank of the Wye, of which you have a view from 

* A corruption from Mokesqui. A little book In my possession furnishes the 
jRoUowinc Note. Speaking of the Morris Dancers.— Sir William Temple says, — 
" Lord Leicester had a pamphlet in his porsesMon, written by a gentleman ofHere- 
" fordshire, where mention was made of a set of Morris Dancers, who went about 
'* that country (in King James** reign), composed of ten men, who danced ; a Maid 
*' Marian, and a tabor and pipe; and that the twelve, one with another, made up 
** 1 200 years ! It is not so much," says he, ** that so many in one small county 
*' should live tor that age, as that they should be in vif;our and in humour to travel 
** and to dance." 

The above story is v,ery popular in Herefordshire. Sergeant Hotkins is said to have 
been the man who entertained King James I. with the performance of this curloua 
group. Fuller, in his uiual manner, thus remarks the Loncevitt of this county;— 
" Many aged folks, which in other counties are properties of the chimnles, or con- 
" fined to their bedi, are here found active in the fields." 

the 
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the opposite shore ; but in the writer's opinioii, it is V<3ry 
inferior to the view over Hadnock ; for the enclosures 
occupy a wider extent, and its woody terminations add 
a* greater beauty to the prospect than the rocks which 
form the background to the former a besides this, the 
river is here transparent, and devoid of sludgy shores, 
— *a disagreeable feature at Persfield. 

The following information is too curious to be here 
omitted: — ^ThelRON Works in this neighbourhood are 
of very early date; and it appears^ that their supply of 
Ore was obtained from Doward; Their furnaces were 
on the most simple construction, being nothing more 
than a common blacksmith's forge, the bellows of which 
was wprked by the foot instead of the hand. These not 
having sufiicient force to extract the metal, a large quan- 
tity remained in the cinders; which were thrown by, 
and formed heaps in length of years. By the introduc- 
tion of modem engines, these cinders which lay buried 
in the grounds became an object of speculation with the 
Iron Ms|sters, and it is a fact attested on incontrover- 
tible authority, ** That many people who possessed 
** land where these bloomeries had been erected, pro- 
*^ cured and sold Cinders for much more than the land 
•* originally cost;" but by the introduction of the Lan- 
cashire ore, they are now sold for a trifle, to mend the 
road. To the N. £• in a valley between the two hills, 
18 a beautiful Farm, in the highest state of cultivation, 
which may be deemed a kind of FAIRY LAND, and is as 
eminently beautiful as its appearance is unexpected* It 

is occupied by Mr. DaVIS, and called 

•• The 
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*^ THE kiLN-HOUSE FARM^*^ 

probably from the number of lime^kiliis on the adjoining 
heightSi At the upper end of the estate, in thit comet 
t)t it which joins the wood, oti the rights is a romantic 
casern, which beai's the name of ** tSng Arthurs Halt;^ 
and extends under ground (according to tradition}^ 
from thence to New Wear!, a dTistatice of more than a 
mile. Various ar^ the tales wlilch credulity has attach- 
ed to its formation ) but we shall briefly stato, that the 
cavern was a Mine, out of" which was produced the 
Iron Ore for tbe furnaces adjoining T tad is a convinc- 
ing proof of the antiquity of the iron manufactory ia 
this part of the countryi which the binders before? no- 
ticed further corroborate* 

The most ingenious /abulist dould ndt create a situ-i 
ation naore correspondent with legendary tale^ than the 
cavern in question ; ind^ witli equal address^ might he 
fancy himself the Hero of Romiincei and this h® dwell- 
lingA The entrance is through a large apperture on thei 
right hand, — and^ on the left^ id a Foom^ botii spacious 
and lofty { probably formed for the purpose of the 
Workmen to regale in* Before the entrance sttadsB 
, huge stonCi which ipight have served as a guiard againsi 
the wea-ther* at unfavorable seasons^ On the wholes 
the peculiarity of its situsition^ and known extent (n^any 
people having followed its Course for some hundred 
yar^s utjder ground), ^ive birth to the mo?t extrivagant 
conceptions* which the uninformed mindifbuld create* 
The cavern being Used as a sheep fold, n\s stoppCfi Up 
at a short distance from the entrance/ to prevent the 
fleecy tenants from being lost. 

U ' Intehest- 
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INTERESTING PARTICULARS 



I.ELATINO TO THE 



GIGANTIC FIGURE, 

FOUND IN LITTLE DOWARO, 

And mentioned iy Camden^ in his ** Britannia.*^ 



The following account is copied from a Manuscript 
which was written by a near relation to Mr, George 
White, of New Wear, and given to me by the pro- 
prietor, as a mark of his good wishes for my pub- 
lication* ' 



The Account is prefaced by the fcllotabig remark : 

*♦ Mr. George White lay ill of a disorder, which 
hourly threatened to deprive him of his life ; but by 
the skill and care of a surgeon, who attended him, a 
resident at Bristol, he was restored to health, and to 
his family* This gentleman constantly refused any 
other compensation for his attention, than the bones 
of a man of very large and uncommon stature, who, 
from time immemorial, had Idin dead in the cavity 
of a rock, part of the mound and fence of the antique 
camp on Little Do ward, in the parish of Whitchurch, 
in the highest part, at the corner looking towards 
. Monmouth." 

He then proceeds: — ^The story is varyously lold, tho* 
what follows may probably be nearest the truth. A 

poor 
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poor cottager being in search of a go^t, tbat annually 
brought two young kids, meeting with some wood cut- 
ters near the camp, enquired if they had seen her goat? 
received information, it had been observed going into 
such a hole near the mouth of the camp ; which being 
somewhat smalL^ the woman desired her informers to 
break down part, to let in more light. I don't recollect 
that the goat was found, but, in the return, something 
more surprising (by the additional light thrown in), pre- 
sented itself to their view^ which was the body of a man 
of ^ery large stature, upon a ledge of the. rock, and 
covered over by a natural tomb, an arch of the same 
rock. He lay at his length, I think upon his back, with 
his spear by his side, I take it for granted, the woman 
was not alone in this search, bi* accompany'd by the 
wbod cutters ; at the shock of this appearance put all 
their courage to the test. However, one of them ven- 
tured to touch the body of this once mighty man, and 
all sui^k down in dust* As a strange and acceptable 
curiosity, .the men sought for a basket, and carried all 
the bones and skull to their master, Mr. George White, 
at New Wca:r. The skull, I have heard, was given to 
Captain ^cudamore, of Kentchurch, allways a most 
friendly countenancer of Mr, White, to whom he sold 
his woods near Kentchurch, and most cordially wished 
success. 'Tis said, the wooden part of the spear time 
had mouldered to dust ; but the head, which was of 
brass, was. carried down to their master. If the skull 
was given with the bones to the surgeon, then it must 
have been sent back from, Kentcliurch, which I can 
easily suppose, as ^t would mafee the present more ac- 
ceptable^ 
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I 

lieptable, and shew Captain Scudamore^s refuliness tQ 
oblige, for the cure of Mr, White. 

The cominon account that passeth, of the length of 
the longest boiie of tl^e middle finger, and the bones of 
of the leg and thigh, some will judge must needs be 
magnified, when reported to be twice the length of the 
same bones of a common man« that is, five feet eight 
or ten inches, about which was the stature of Mr. G, 
White, This giant's legs must greatly exceed those of 
Bentic]( Rider, the Emperor's ambassador to the Ehg- 
Jish court, whose were compared to a pair of old fash? 
ioned tongs. 

Gibson, in })is t^ird and last edition of Camden's 
Britannia, has recordeci it, ** that the length of all the 
*• joints were twice the length of others of this age :'• — 
if so, the man must be eleven or twelve feet : and it must 
be so, in proportion to what the bones of the leg and 
thigh were, by some, said to be those of Mr. George 
White; The bishop also says, •' they were found her^ 
interred,"— but the body certainly, as befofe related, 
lay open and exposed upon a ledge of the rock ; and what 
he calls arched, was nothing but the natural covering 
of some part of the rockj and when the body was 
touched, it sunk to dust,— which would not have been 
^he case' if interred in the earth. 

. Mrs. Henrietta Gwillim, upon mentioning tjiese 
things^ saia, she h^ ofien and always heard it report- 
ed, *^ that the hiprbone was the full length of her 
** grandfathers. Captain George Gwillun's, of Whit- 
tt chijycb, leg and 'tiigh'lJones,lT-tliat he Mseen'it, 

*vand 
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^* Slid took the measure^— and the captaitt <^?i§ a iall 
^* lusty gentleman, near six feet high." 

Mr^. Mary White had one large tobth, which fehe 
often Shewed as a curiosity, as one taken but bf {he 
skull of that gigantic inan. This, Mr. and Mrs. lian- 
gerfield* report; who had more than bnt;esefeh it. If 
this curiosity is still in being, in Mrs, White's hifeee'i 
possession, Mi»» Osborne,f of Monk's-mill, io Gloees- 
tershire, widow of John Osborne, esq. some reference 
piay yet be had to it, and some account of its dimen* 
sions. The teeth may not possibly carry a propdrtiorra- 
ble magnitude to the length and size of the leg and hip 
J)one. 

If the he^d-piece of Mac Morthe was so large arid 
capacious, as to hold half a bushel of grain, what must 
the like defensive part of theanriour of the mighty chief, 
found near the camp. Little Doward, hold? This 
Mac Marthe, Mkitnac, or MacTcbeth, ^&s the cliief 
catptaih of thisit SEPT, arid all the Irish an GLeirister, ^Jtrid 
was taken prisoner, by JoHh Talbot, eart of Shrews- 
bury^ Miay i4, 1419,'$ imprisoned in Godench chstle, 
ahd, by why of ria[ns6m, the Keep of the csistle \\^ birift 
by him, krid to this diay is called " Mackbeth's tdWer." 
The he^d-piec6s, both of fiither ahd son, wereldhg, aiiil 
fill late tinier, Tcept in this CSstle, ias memorials of this 
atchieveih6nt ; the least #ks Very thick, ^nd each 6f them 
Veighty: the contents of the largest, near half la biish^l 
of wheat might be heW in It. 

♦ Then Vicar of Goocliith, and 'his wllfe. 
f It was preserved "with great care. Some pains were taken to procure -a view of it 
^or nic»*— but Mrs. Osborne'« illness, and subsequent deaths prevented the pleasure. 

It is difficult to say wbere it now ii. 
J}; Mentioncf 1)1 tha accop]^ of Ooodrieh Caitlci 

From 
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From a measure taken, and kept at New Wear, > my 

brother hath often said to his daughter — , *' the 

" longest joint of the middle finger was twice the length . 
" of his,"-rwhich, from the frequent relation of it, she 
well remembers ; and the measu,re of the length and 
bigness of th« tooth so kept, as before related ; but 
the contents are forgot. 

Both E. Roberts and J. Roberts* confirm if, that 
that the father's constant information to them was, that 
that the surgeon was intentionally sailing to Jamaica, 
when the ship was cast away, and himself with the bones 
buried in the sea.- 

# 

(With the manuicript, from whidh the ^ireceding partiaiteri were copied, two 
leaves were delivered, containing conjedures relating to the above cbara^er ; — ^but, 
with concern, the reader is informed, that one of them, the firct part, it so mutilated 
and torn, as to render it impossible to be deeyphered* The last I thought too inte« 

resting to be omitted,-* which is as follows :] 

« 

Yet it may not be thought a meer fanciful conjecture of 
mine to surmise, the bones of the tall man, found as I 
have related, and brought down to New Wear, might 
possibly belong to one of Vortigern's Officers, or great 
men, who fled from the defeat at the battle at Amesbury, 
in Wiltshire, and secreted himself, for a while, in the 
wood of Doward, and in the rock part of the encamp- 
ment on Little Doward« — especially if Little Doward 
camp is said to be formed before the year in which the 
battle was fought at Ambrosbury. The bones found 
in Beden Vortigem, and those near tlie bounds of the 
encampment of Little Doward, were brought to light, 
and our tradition near one and the same time. 

* Whole famUy favored the Printer with thia manuicriptr 

•To 
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To confirm, if necessary, the preceding testimony^ 
— John Lewellyn (brother to Christopher, mentioned 
under Goodrich), lived to the great age of a hnndr^d 
and one years, retaining the full use of his faculties to 
his last moments. When a boy, he was employed in 
Mr, White's service, and was actually present with the 
workmen when the body of the above person was dis- 
covered. Frequently was he used to entertain his fa^ 
mily with a relation of the foregoing circumstances, — 
substantiating, in every particular, the huge* size of this 
wonderfiU man. 

For some time, the bones lay exposed on the wall 
near Mr. White's house, being placed there by him, to 
prevent the workmen's children from playing about the 
house, and disturbing him with their noise;— after 
which they were given to Mr. Pye, Surgeon,, Bristol, 
for the professional aid rendered by him to his friend, — 
the only renumeration he would accept of, — whose pre- 
mature fate we have before recorded. 

This account I had from his daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Hopkins, residing at Whitchurch, Novembers, 1799, 
— and Dr. Griffin related to me the shipwreck of Mr. 
Pye, to whom the bones were presented. 



ON THE PRECEDING CHARACTER. 

At this distance of time, it would be too presumptive 
to insist, that the person found in Little Do ward was 
one of King Vortigern's officers, or great men, who 
had here secreted himself, after the dreadful massacre 

of 
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of the ijobjes at Amesbury ; as the manuscripi history^ orl 
which that writer grounds liis authority for sucli au 
opinion, is, too mutilated to be now decyphered with 
eyeu tvlerc^ble correctness. 

It i^ recorded, that Vortigefn retreated^ after the 
massacre at Amesbury, into Radnorshire, where he im- 
mediately built for himself a Castle, called Kaer Gwor- 
tigern, after his name, and in which he was destroyed 

* 

by fire; — but that Doward was an asylum for any part 
of his army after that retreat, or that the • person here 
found might have been one of his officers, the histories 
. which. rjecord the event of that day, wiU not war f ant 
such a conclusion to \>Qr dr4,wn from thqni. .]^J8l>^ ^^ 
jQiOtiatiier be deemed jafter the : b^^tle 9f A^sfprd,? 

Spepd, in his * History of Britain,* under WiltshirCi 
says, *V that in digging about Stone Henge, near which 
the battle was fought, the hones of mighty then^ and armour of 
krge and ancient fashion^ are found to this day ;" — but he 
does not appropriate them to any of that deposed mo- 
narch's officers or soldiers. 

All ipy enquiries after the Spear, said to be found 
with the Bones, have proved inefFectual, 

* Vortisern wat burnt, by Aurelius Ambrosius and his army, by applying fire to tbe 
tower, to which he had floWn for tecnrity, in the town of Genoreu, which lies on the 
banki of the river WYE, near the town of Monmouth, which sttU retains it< name.— 
** Bishop Usher's Ecclesiastical Antiquitiei.*' 

AcpprjUi^tp the chronolqgy of Britain, Vorti|ern was made King in ^47,-«K3epoied 
in 455, — re.-asst^nied the crown in 457, — deposed again in 469, — burnt in his caitle 

In Wales . Hence, if we date the battle of Amesbury in 469, — suppose tHait the 

person found in Coward lived ten years aftierwards, and that his remains were not 
discovered till 1700, he must have lain there twelve hundred and titenty-one years ! 
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Mainy iraveliers^ whose zecd for cfnjoj^ing the pecuKtii^ 
' t)eauties on the Wye, overlook the trifling difficulty o^ 
gaining an ascent, leave the boat at Coldwdl^ and 
dimb the steep, call^ 

SYMONDS Tat*, 

f A provincial tenn for Gate, — Thit place appears to have formed i .boundarjr to ihd 

Countiel of Hereford and Glotectet.] 

on the left bank : which^ though a work of sonie toil^ 
ivill reward the curious observer^-^not only by a beau-^ 
iifui view of the count ry^ but also of the sinuous doursa 
of the river; for, when standing on this summit, thei 
l^pace across is not half si mile by land^ but more than 
FOUR by waten It itlso gives an idea of the precipice^ 
at Per$field^ which frown upon the Wye^ in a mannei^ 
terrific to survey* 

The river is wider in this pstrt than usual, and take&si 
sweep round a towering promontory of rock, which 

* This FALL is reckoned eight hundred feet perpendicular. According to Mr* 
T^ldr's measurenient. the base, of supposed tunnel, of the bill, between CoId#eA 
and New We^r, is ** six hundred yards only," and by thfc river ** four miles tw0 
furlongs.** Under the rocks at Coldwell are dispersed several cottages, the inhi* 
bitants of which are ever ready to serve as guides to such company as wish iU aiceM fVe 
hill. The descent to New Wear is rugged and stoney, but going with gravity lessens 
the inconvenience;, 

X forms 
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fortns the stde screen" on the Jeft, and is the grand fea- 
ture of the vie\yt It 'is t?Qt a bro^d, fractured face of 
^rock, but rathier a woody hill, from which large projec- 
tions, in two or three placa*, burst out ; rudely hung 
Mrith t^^m^. l^papc)^^ ^nd shaggy furpiji|ire, \vhicb, 
like mane round the lion's head, give a mbre savage air 
to these wild exhibitions of Nature. Near the top, a 
pomted fragment of solitary rock, rising above the rest, 

, has rulVr a funta^iq Qpp^«^n^ 2 Vh( ^ »9 w^t \»^ith<)ut 
|t$ ^S^ nk iti^kmg the acen?. ^ 

On the right sitte of the river, the bank forms a woody 
amphitheatre, following the course of the stream round 
the promontory^ It3 \o^^si skii'ts ar^ sidorned with a 
hamlet, in the midst of Which volumes of thick jsmoke. 
thrown up at iijit^vak feoia an Iron. Forge, as its fires 
r^c^ye fres^ fMe]^ a44 dQVib\e graxideur to thfc sceoe^ 

But what pecuHarly marks this view, is a circumstance 
on the water. The whole river at this place, makes a 
precipitate fall ; of no great height indeed, , but enough 
to ma*it the title of a cascade ; though to the eye above 
Ae'stream., it is an object of no. consequence. In all the 
scenes we had yet passed, th^ water moving with a slow, 
and solemn pace, the objects around kept time, a& it 
were, with it;, a^d every steep, and every rock% which 
hung ov^ir the river, was. solemn, tranqoik, and oiajastic* 
^jat here, the violence of the streapi, and the roaring of 
the watecsj, impr^sed am&w charactei? on tbescea^:^ ^ 
was agitation and uproar ; and every steep, and every 
5PGH.il%F«JL ^.iv% wi)4.n,<?s^ apd terrpr. 
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FIRST SETTLEMENT OF NEW WEAH. 



in the yew 1685^ Mr. George AVhite and Ui\ Tho- 
mas Fletcher, both of Monmouth, joined iii a lease for 
lives, under tfie Duke of Kent, for the purpose of 
erecting here an Iron Ktanufactory ; Wt Mr, Fletcher 
finding the expent'e ^eater than he was willirtg to in- 
cur, about two years aAerwards declined the connexion, 
^ben another lease for Uves was granted to Mr. George 
White alone. His enterprising spirit, added to^ his 
khotvlodge of the business In which he was aboiit to 
fembark, hVercatri^ the difffciilties which kt firfet preseiit^ 
6d th^hlseil-es ;-^aha, by his diligfeticfe Ahtf t)er§everarice, 
accomplished the undertaking, he had, to u^6 hte 6Wn 
expression, •' very nclafr hiis btert.** This lease conti- 
•iiufed in the family (ill the yekr i>g8; when, by tli^ 
4eath of Mrs. Osborne^ of Monk's-mill, in Gloeestfeir-* 
»hire^ the contract ceased, and became the property df 
fhe late George Gri£n, esq* 



tHE LOCK. 

Below the juction of the river Monnow with the Wy© 
at Mtmmouth^ as lAso at Big's^Wear^ Latidogo, C&rd-* 
ithe% Brddk-Wear, &c. LocitS were erected on this 
river^ and! Una barge» nAvigaiing it paid a tonnage (o 
the l«t6 Lofd S^trdy^s feiiiily, of Oltibe^sley Court, iri 
Worcestershire, whose freeholds they wer©. JSut being 
cofisideMd, s0thff yetips ago, rather a disadvantage thaoi' 
a benefit, the right of tounag^ was ptirciiased of that 

family^ 
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INaily't and the river divested of the impedii^ents^ ex- 
cept New-wear, which. was guaranteed, under Act of 
IParliament, with this proviso, ^^ that the water sjiould 
♦* flow oyer it a givep quantity of feet/' in order that 
tile Salmon might be able to ascepd the Wear, for the 
l>enefit of the upper parts of the country ; at which level 
it has since continued, and is qow the only lock o)i the 
river Wye in t|ie course of the voyage. 



THe FORGE, 

This scene at New- wear, which in itself is truly gre^t 
pnd awful, so far from being disturbed, becopies more 
interesting and important, by the business to wl^ich i( 
is destined^ 

THE IRON FORGE 

Is. situate in the midst of adi this gloom, covered with a 
bljEK^k ploud of smoak, .and surrounded with half-burned 

ore, with coal, ai>d with cinders. The fuel for it is 

1>rought down a path, worn into steps, narrow and 

^teep, and winding among precipices ; and near it i$ 

;tn opep space, forming part of Poward, about which 

* The Earge*, in paufiis through the L<0ck, iffbid lome anmement to the inlndi 
fif those who are npt in the habit of iRdtneiiinf luch scene*. On, opening the gates, 
lifter tfaejirestel i* lowered to the level of the riyer, thp cap-eiyt set« into the lock, in 
fBppositioa to the stream. In order t|ierefore to bring her into t^e tide, «pine force if 
|iiecet9arfr No sooner is the signal made for assistance; than youn| and old, bofi 
^d girls, fif to the r«pe. aiid, iirith a aegl the most heartf, soon deliver the vessel 
from h^ otherwise stationary ^itu^tion, to the aAive current of the river. The 
jtoatmen re|rard their exertions by giving t few of them a halfpenny a-piece. Their 
fprviccfc it should be said, |ire -wanted by each ^arge for a few minutes only; but 
llAVing in Spring week " mgnjr customers/'^ they fia4 their tiine ^ wcU pai4 ^h « 
W fc W»j^»«7 If bpwr |Bi|ht icaio»abl;r <»?««. 
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are scsttered the dwellings of the workmen.* It stands 
close to the cascade of the Wear, where the agitation of 
the current is increased by large fragments of rocks, 
which haive been swept down by floods from the banks, 
or shivered by tempests frorn the brow : and the sullen 
sound, at stated intervals, from the strokes of the great 
hammers in the forge, deadens the roar of the water- 
fall. Just below it, while the rapidity of the stream 
still continues, a ferry is carried across it ; and lower 
down, the men employed in the salmon fishery use the 
little rouQd boats, called Truckles (before noticed), 
which the least iiiotion will overset, and the slightest 
touch may destroy. All the employments of the people 
seem to require either exertion or paution; and the 
ideas of force or of danger which attend attend them, 
give to the scene an animation unknown to a solitary, 
though perfectly compatible wit|> i^e wildest romantip 
sitUf^tions. 

SALMON FISHERY, 

The right of Fishery, which is. here "very valuable, is 
enjoyed by William Partridge, esq. of Monmouth, who 
carries on the Iron Works, which he holds under the 
representatives of the late George GrifiBn, esq. of Mon* 
mouth; whose father (the Admiral), purchased the 
Duke of Kent's property before mentioned. 

* The scattered cots, c^f s Mr. Shaw, as we approached the Nei^ Wear, are richly 
reclme.'^no gripe of poverty, no perplexing care, seem to disturb these quiet hzuntt ; 
9 acre primeval scene cannot l^ well conceived to exist. Passing; through the Lock, 
we saw the busy Cyclops working on the opposite shove ; and as the evening was f^ 
|(dyanccd| and rather overcast, this scene became more awful and sublime. 

FRO>f 
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ROM New We^r to Montnouth, th^ walk holds fbnh 
the most inviting atlfactiom t indei^ it is a ctimbina^ 
tion of 8«oh rich and varied fccenery the whole of the 
way, that a transitory view from the boat catt cohtey 
but a feint idea 6f ttii beautiei 

The path conducts us, on the right bank of the river, 
for some distance, under a shady row of mixed trees ; 
' behind which recede a grand range of rocks, in a vari- 
ety 6f failtastie shapes and forms, more or less cloathed 
with ivy, ^iid at thfeir base are strewed about detached 
itoiies, of an enormous size, which increase the dignity 
6f th6 scene. Tthe opposite bank is a woody jiill, thro^ 
which tlie coal from the Forest of Dean is conveyed, 
for the use of the neighbourhing limekilns. 

At the end of thisT^ow of trees, you enter som6 fine 
meadow ground,* — and the river, by a beoutiful curve, 
shutting out the confusion at the Wear^ presents a pas- 
toral scene, as pleasing as unexpected. This charming 
CONTRAIL, from uproar to all that is soothing or agree- 
able in Nature, appears more the fiction of a dream than 
reality, — and forms a part of that unceasing variety^ which 
so peculiarly marks the course of this river. The atten- 
tion is not suffered to paus^ king on a pwrticmlfir 6bj^f 
ro rapid are the af fractions on each bank ; sometimes 

* Tbue meadowi, at £u u DvwaIp, tri calUd the Bibblinti. 

the 



THE WYK. 

* 

tl\e fplding scrwp is on the right, at wother ojx the left % 
and^ by 9i sudden curvQ, a V9W fro«t screen m^rks tb^ 
^is^ti^ace^-rrin. ^ach pf which, sotae nov^^y or beauty i^ 
introduced, either in the form, colour^ or cloatfeing^ qC 
the i:ocks, so as to excite in the mind a perpetual 
delight and admiration.* 

Th^ outward colour of tberock^ at Coldwel,! ^^ 
N^w We^r is. pf a^ light grey ; hMt b^r^ th^y t^e 9^ 
change from N^^ture as w^ ^ from Art j fof po^^sessiog 
9 UnAestoue quality, thc^iif fapes are fr^ptmred intp dtf* 
f<^Qnt forms, which chfiQges th^colpw^t^ flight r^ 
and by that means ^s a fr^h tin^ tc^ ^he y^iety., 
Thpsje pn the righ^ bai^k rise n^or^ aj^r^^ptly irpm ^ 
ground, and their appearance is more rude and say^^e., 
Down their sides, at the fourth mead, a water-iall, 
called the dripping wlk whicli pessessea a petrify ing qua- 
lity, hurri^ headlong, fprwing in winter a fine cascade^ 
and even in summief a stre$up of such ibrce, as to de- 
serve, though ^ith leps iMm%^ th? aj^eUatiojBk 

The si?*h #^ vm l£\ysiw» ;— it, pceupics ^ gi^eate^ . 
' ^t^nt, aod W9f» skir^ wii^^ ^ i^gh opppic^,. bo^ m 
ikovif aDd( on. il» riglA; tke l^Pttp9]L p^ fring^ wilh 
ai;^ irregvl«F fQW of %f^^^ 0f dif e«»t kiinds„, whp^ ppi^^ 
sive forms added tp{ tb(e; Vn^vry of ^ s^m ^ bu>,. fey 
the falling of the wood, i^l its charips have been de- 
^trpyed,-rr%nd ytrilji cont;i;iu^, till time shall again, adcl 

* The late Edmund BK^^t lA* ^^^ ^^^ fy^ ^V^ M. Monmouth, before he 
enteied on the Public Theatre b( Life. It htt bec» meMrioaed, that during hit flay 
here* the 4ne icenea, at I^.^w, Wear, ^nd^ oxh.«r pZ^ejiio the nAich)>QUfhQf)d» p]rodM.Ged 
hU Wor)^ on the *« Sublime and Beautiful ;'* but, in comgarins dat^s, there is leafoit 
for thinking, the Bvok wa« publiilied antecedent to that periods He^ould not h»v€ had 
a i^ciBiMfi4l^ye.^c^4t9^s^4,l)i«.Ifl9a|^^^. 

those 
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those glnnces^ the axe so imperiously tore froln th^^tiii 

At the upper end stand some fine chesnut treesi who^' 

spreading branrches se^m to inf ife the traveller under 
. their solacing shade. 

We noiir open upon Doward, whose rocks upon its 
summit appear like the ruins of an ancient Castle^ 
The rude appesfrance of this mountain^ is finely soften- 
ed^ by the rich and beautiful enclosures On the opposite 
shore at Hadnock, as noticed in a preceding part of 
the tour. At the S. W. point of the hill^ huge stones 
hang in ietfofem on its side, in a nulnner almost ftstofiish-« 
ing t one in particular, curiosity prompted to examine^ 
which measured sy feet long, 'f feet broad^ and G feet 
thicks 

TilE LAYS HOUSU. 

On the right bank of the river, was lately erected! hy 

S; O. ATTLAY, ESQ. 
of Mount Street, Berkley Square, London. It occupies' 
a pleasing eminence, which commands a beautiful view 
of the meandering Wye^ and is finely screened from the? 
bleak winds« by the lofty Doward, A more beautiful 
situittion could scarcely be found, even in this eountryt 
favored as it so peculiarly is by Nature. 

Passing through a few plea<iaat meadows^ we meet 
the turnpike road, at the bottom of the hill, * called 

GENEAU^R Y W, 

vulgarly pronounced GanareW, which is an ancient 
british word, and implies *' a pass between hills," — it 
being the line of communication between Monjfnoutb, 

Ross, 



THE 1yY£. 

R0SS4 and 6lo<Jesteri to London. Here the river, by 
making an Abrupt tarn to the right, chaises the fine 
Woody hill front a grand front to a side sisreen^ whicb 
it cfontinnes for some time* 

These HANGING WOODSj in AuttMK, are inriched 
tvith coioursi whdse beauty cheers the Approach of the 
inclement season they forebode ; and confer a peeuliiir 
grace on the country at that period of the yedr. ' 

WHlTECHURCHi in whose Parish so large a portion 
of this fine scenery is included (with the Chapelry of 
Gan6r€fw)i uiiitedlj form a valuable Rectory. The 
{>resent Incumbent is the Rev^ Duncombe Davis^ A« lii^ 
u^ho is sdso Vicar of Monmouth i 



HABNOCK HOUSjEi • 

¥hZ skat of THS LATi HEV. PHILIP GRIFFIN, Lt. 0/ 
1>I0W of his lady, MRS. GRII^FIN^ 

Comes in view } which^ with the Hill^ Courtfield, 
Rocklandsi and the Layag are the most, elegant nKin-* 
sions* immediatdy on the banks of the river, in the 
course of the voyage from Ross to Monmouth^; 

Among the many respectable families, both in and 
near Monmouth^ from whom the writer has received 
particular marks of kindnessi to none does he feel 
himself more indebted than to the late Dr. Griffin. 
Indeed, it would create a pause in his mind, to know, 
in what manner greater civilities could have been shewn 
to him^ either at Hadnock or at Monmouth* 

y But 



» 

Bot 'sentiiiM^ 6f peratonal regard, deeply as they 

iare engrared on his hearti shall here give place to an 

higher authority; for though he cherishes, with fond 

-remembrance, the many cheerful hours * passed at the 

, Poctor's table,r— it shall not pe supposisd that prfvate 

. feelings had 'an undue share in these public acT^noivledg-f 

]nents,^not on{y with respect to the distinguish^ fribhd^ 

$hip, so long enjoyed, l>ht also for the many valuable 

'<idmmyhictti6hs 't6 ih&e pages; for which reason, he 

qubt& lif r. Wiflrante-s ♦* Preface to the History of 

'-^l^nniduthshii^e i'' tt^hose bdtter 1(ticyWledge «|)|>e»rdd 

"ibofe ¥^y t6 ^}iifpr(^ isoi^ctidh xin the reader^s mind $ 

^^ The Library of Dr, Griffin of Hadnock, consists 
principally of bodk^ r^Iatihg to British antiquities. 
They h4ve'beeh at the Author's service ; aipj the Doctor 
lia3 assisted in the use of them, with the zeal and libe* 
rality of a mind, eminently honest and disinterested. 
He seenas to Have had thduglits of writing a history of 
'Mbiirnouthshire^ His dispositibn'Biid taste are dir^t^ 
''principally io 'flfe brigin^nd 6ohriectibffe of femlll^, 
%W^tb'ihe d&ceiit of prbperty; and- His notes, Whidi 
he has had the caridohr to subrtiit to fhie 'Au*h6r, '^fl;e- 
>«dly r0feri-ed to iX^m subiects* The Reader will see 
theuseniaUe of that indulgence, would not preclude 
'^iruch a woA ; probably a niodd to the Historiographers 
. 0( cotinties ;— a history of ]^Warftil and opulenj^ fami- 
lies, written -by aGIergyronHt, nnififliienced by patron- 
age, or the desire of prefertt»ent, snd with a scrupulous 

yeg8r4 to tmthv ?4?^ix. 

^^ Hadnock 



T^E Wtfe. ' 

^ Hadnock House is situM^d on the brow df mte df 
those projecting hillocks, which over-Io<^k ttei Wy^ 
two h>ilb$ from Monmouth, imd <m the Bdgto i6f t«te 
Porest of -Dean, It wasttxe diidsen iistireilieat^AdwU 
ral Grriteh ; the late t)r. Griffin's faAer. 

*> 'the hills fringed with various coppiccss, aire C«il'» 
trasted by the surface of a majestic wood; (he austere 
cfaaracteliB of « large ipountain, in ihp b^Vg^p^ond, 
have their ^rande^r and rigor finely tsoft^add -by .the 
windmg^ arfd oultivated vale; ai^d the whoie Uuid^cape^ 
which iwOttld otherwise be rnde ^uid romsuitic^ .pepeiv^es 
che^lnostdctioate^toucbes'iVom the' occasional appearanoe 
of the iqiagnificent and rpe^eful Wye« 43lowly -rBieandeih 
ing^atthe foot bf the Knoll « on which ^be hoiise as. so 
Jiappily pieced/' fS^* M.sUtt^ >p. ;33». , 

DIXfON. 

fin the " Account •t Hereford." nsenttoned uoder *« Whitchurch." this '^lace i» 
'^aWd i>(^KtSl'6N« >r0Mlyfrota«ein£tan'Ajpi^O)ktegetcfthv iMisiKjr o|«>W«|iioutbr 
ikp* M^U 90»ii»c^dedi9li|e dyU jurlsdidlDn of the; Boroush.O 

A short distance below, on the oppositft«»tere^af iie 
Wye, stands the'Parish CttURCH of that name ; which 
Ufa^es tlo^gttW^ a :pittiifeBque ol^ject, ^whei> .viewed 
*oto the flv^r, by^Wa^on-ef it» awkwawl 1iwm%- Vltklg 
long and'iift^rONFir,«^^«4 Its spiw (or iatbtorwiantrtof . w«) 
gives the whole a l«*ivy ^$ppearance. The Living is a 
small Vicarage, in the gift of the Jit, Hon. Lord Gage, 
• who possesses a fine estate in the neighbourhood. 

The oflficiating Minister is the Rev. ^ John Powell, A. M. 
Master of the Free Graxnraar School, Monmouth. 

The 
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].. Thie Reader^ ifhe takes notice^ will find thdgr^veSs of 
^th^se recently buried,, in this part of the .Gountrji 
^' 4TlHfely streufed ooer vnth Flowef%. Tbe^ i^ustom is. arj, i'n^ita- 
tba of . $io«. Qbfscrvance ipore,Ji>e^u.tif][illy.at^p|icl§cl tain 
South Wales^ an acqoii»ife:of (vhic^ I haye Ibfeen favoured 
with by. a Lady who resided? some time; in Glamorgan- 

•' Soon aiftet* ihtet iftent, bt in propet'' season, the gratve^ 
are planted with a variety of rfower-TOOts^ which blooni 
early in tWSpring, and care is taken ta^eed anjiother-^ 
wise dress them< on n particular day, in wMch^uty all 
the youpg fieopte of the' parish assistv not as a task^ 
but regarding it as a pibus holiday; so that when they 
put forth their blossoms, the churchyard has the appear--^ 
ance of a GARDftN in elcfgant order< — much.more con- 
sistafit with decency than turning in horses^ pig^t &c« 
to graaje it* 

Hcfw beautifully dioejs tlie poet, Cc^lins^ allucfe to this 
tribute of affection for departed friends^ in the etegant 
Ijl!f£$, beginning with 

!...:; <, *• To fair Fkiek*j gr»«»y tomb," &c^ r » 

From Hadnock, a beautiful readi^ two miles in extent^ 
With grand hanging woods, on the r\%ht or left bank, 
noar the whole of th^ way, conducts ujs int;o 

MONMOUTH. 
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$nd of the titsi Part of the Excutshti. 



